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PREFACE. 



In consuUiog the works, and in listening to the argu- 
mente of various expositors of Scripture, the author has 
oAen felt that a st)'Ie and character was too apt to prevail^ 
which, though certainly right and desirable in all respects, 
when employed on grounds that are plain and undoubted, 
yet, where the sentiments embraced and expressed arecon* 
tested, and where the determined object is in»tstig<aimi 
and strict starch for truth, is peculiarly liable to fail of the 
result desired, through want of logical point and distinct- 
ness. In all investigations, the pillars of support and 
strength should be raised from and upon the ground in- 
vestigated ; nnd aAer this, whatever strength can be im- 
parted from, abroad, is not only admisEible, but proper, and 
always to be desired: but these helps from abroad, can 
never, in themselves, be able to convince. Th« argument 
must proceed from the premises. 

With such views, the author has endeavored to examine 
the prophecies of Daniel, and, in presenting his work to 
the public, before whom, in a like manner, he has never 
before appeared in the smallest degree, and, without a 
kindly hand to counsel or advise, he is necessarily affected 
with a sense of shrinking and distrust : nr\f\ yet, bolipvin? 



IV 



as he does, that the doctrines which his work contains are 
sound, and seeing no other means available, by which to 
present to the world a class of evidences, which, to his 
mind, are amply sufficient to create an expectation of the 
speedy consummation of all temporal things, he is influ- 
enced by a sense of duty. He thinks he has not hastily 
seized upon doctrines through love of novelty, or through 
the promptings of a disquiet spirit, which, impatient of a 
Christian life in a sinful world, would rashly hope any- 
thing, if so there might be change. Neither has he any 
jBTidence of the troth of his sentiments, farther than rea- 
son decides, that they are inculcated by the Bible. 

To say that he has investigated his subject carefully and 
prayerfully, would be as idle as it would be useless; for, 
«very reader, independent of what an author may affirm, 
considers himself a competent judge, both of motive and 
sincerity. If, then, any who may read these pages, shall 
decide that the author is influenced by a spirit of candor, 
itnd yet shall see him err, he will reflect that the same 
spirit which sought the right but by want of skill did choose 
the wrong, will, when the right and wrong are shown, re- 
linquish the wrong and espouse the right. If, otherwise, 
any shall decide that fancy or frenzy, instead of reason, 
have guided the pen, that reader may perhaps reflect, that 
to oppose reason, in return, would be labor spent in vRin, 
and that, though error be glaring, the coolinghand of time 
alone can efiect a remedy. 



In conclusion, feeling that he hag designed ill to none, 
bat good to all, he would press every one, as he may read, 
honestly to inquire — " Are these things so ?" If they are, 
then let hira who so judges bo sure, that, by preparatio'n 
of heart and life, he is prepared for these things when they 
may occur. If any judge they are not, still, let all be dil- 
igent to " follow peace with all men, and holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord.'* L. £. L. 

Lowell, April 4, 1843. 
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DISQUISITIONS ON THE 
PBOPHECIES OF DANIEL. 



DISQUISITION I. 



*^nd in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed : and the 
kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break 
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 
stand forever. Forasmuch as thou sawest (hat the stone was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it break 
in pieces the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the 
gold ; the great God hath made known to the king what 
shall come to pass hereafter : and the dream is certain^ and 
the interpretation theteqf sure, — Daniel i|. 44, 45. 

Nebuchadnezzar, in the second year of his reign, 
dreamed a dream, ''wherewith his spirit was troubled." 
This dream, since he could not recollect it, he required 
the wise men of Babylon both to tell and to interpret. — 
Daniel alone was found able to do this. He informed 
the king that his dream was, first, of a certain ^ great 
Image whose brightness was excellent," and whose 
form Avas "terrible" — and second, of a Stone which 
smote that Image, and break it altogether to pieces. 

The Interpretation of this dream presents five divi- 
sions. 

1. The head of the image is interpreted to represent 
the Babylonian kingdom. (See 36—38 verses.) 
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2. The breast and arms, and the belly and thighs of 
the image, are interpreted to represent the two succeed- 
ing kingdoms. (39 verse.) 

3. The iron division of the image is interpreted to rep- 
resent " The Fourth Kingdom." (40 verse.) 

4 A portion of the iron emblem, viz., the feet and 
toes, is selected for special interpretation, in the 41 — 43 
verses. 

5. The fiflh division is our text, including the 44th 
and 45th verses, and, as far as the middle of the 45th, is 
given in reference t6 the stone. 

This Stone represents the agency by which the king- 
doms of this world will be destroyed, and the kingdom 
of the God of heaven established. The king saw the 
stone smite the image, which represents the govern- 
ments of this earth, and break its several parts to pieces. 
These parts, which became like chaff, he saw carried 
awaxfy bxid.^ no place was found for ihem^^ . . . The 
Revelator, at a certain time, "saw a great whitejkrone^ 
and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven Jled away, and ihere was found no place for 
them.^ Rev. xx. 1 1. Afler the stone had smitten the 
image, it " became a great mountain, (kingdom,) and fil- 
led the whole earth.'* . . . Afler the Revelator had 
seen the earth and the heaven flee away, he saw *^ a 
new heaven and a new earth," and " heard a great voice, 
saying. Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people 
and God himself shall be with them and be their God," 
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The Image represents, by its four principal metallic 
divisions, from the head downward, four successive king- 
doms. The first kingdom was the Babylonian. See 
36—38 verses. 

The Babylonian kingdom was succeeded by the Medo- 
Persian. See Daniel v. ii5— 28 and 30--31. 

The Medo-Persian, was succeeded by the Grecian. 
See 1 Mac. i. 1 ; Danl, x. 20, and viii. 3—7, and 20, 21. 

The Grecian kingdom was succeeded by the Roman. 
It is called, in the interpretation, " Tkt Fourth King- 
dom.^ 

The Roman kingdom is assigned to the iron emblem, 
on account of the well known fact, that it was the fourth 
of the four great monarchies of antiquity, and, also, for 
the reasons following : 

I. The Roman kingdom was analogous to the 

FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD KINGDOMS, EMBU&MIZED Sr 
THE IMAGE, IN REGARD TO EXTENT OF AUTHORITY. 

These kingdoms were universal. 

1. The Babylonian. • See 38 verse. 

2. The Medo-Persian. See viii. 20 and 4, and Ezra i. 2. 

3. The Grecian. See 39 verse. 

There has been no other kingdom, but the Roman, 
which has been universal. That kingdom was univer- 
sal. See Luke ii. 1. 

II. The Roman kingdom sustains the descrip- 
tion WHICH IS given of " The Fourth Kingdom,'* in 
THE 40th and 41st verses. 

1. In accordance with the sentiment of the 40th verse, 
U was *' strong as iron.^ " And the fourth kingdom shall 
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be strong as iron : forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces 
and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all 
these, shall it break: in pieces and bruise.*' 

King Agrippa, whom Josephus. calls << a most wonder- 
ful and admirable man," and of whom St. Paul said, " I 
know thee to be expert in all customs apd questions 
which are among the Jews," and also the same who said 
to Paul, ^ Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian," 
in a speech, designed to persuade the Jews to desist from 
the purpose of their last revolt, inquired of them, ' Who 
they were, against whom they must fight ?', " Those 
Athenians," said he, " who, in order to preserve the lib- 
erty of Greece, did once set fire to their own city," — 
those Athenians, '*who pursued Xerxes, that proud 
prince, when he sailed upon the sea and walked upon 
the land, and could not be contained by the seas, bat 
conducted such an army as was too broad for Europe, 
and made him run away like a fugitive, in -a single ship, 
and break so great a part of Asia at the lesser Salamis, 
are, yet, at this time, servants to the Romans. Those 
Lacedemonians, also, who got the great victories at 
Thermopylse and Platea, and bad Agesilaus for 'their 
King, and searched every corner of Asia, are contented 
to admit the same lords. Those Macedonians, also, who 
still fancy what great men their Philip and Alexander 
were, and see that the latter had promised them the em- 
pire over the world,, these, pay their obedience to those 
whom fortune hath advanced in their stead. Moreover, 
ten thousand other nations there are, who had greater 
reason than we to claim their entire liberty, and, yet, do 
submit." "You (said he to the Jews,) are the only peo* 
pie who think it a disgrace to be servants to those, to 
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whom all the world hath submitted." ^Moreover, if 
great advantages might provoke any people to revolt, the 
Gau]s might do it best of all, as being so thoroughly wal- 
led round by nature — on the east side by the Alps, on the 
north by the river Rhine, on the south by the Pyrenean 
mountains, and on the west by the ocean. Now, al- 
though these Gauls have such obstacles before them, to 
prevent any attack upon them, and have no fewer than 
three hundred and five nations among them, nay have, 
as one may say, the fountains of domestic happiness 
within themselves, and send out plentiful streams of hap- 
piness over almost the whole world, these, bear to be 
tributary to the Romans, and derive their prosperous 
condition from them; and they undergo this, not because 
they are'of effeminate minds, or because they are of an 
ignoble stock, as having borne a war of eight years in 
order to preserve their liberty, but by the reason of the 
great regard they have to the power of the Romans, and 
their good fortune, which is of greater efficiency than 
their arms. These Gauls, therefore, are kept 4n servitude 
by twelve hundred soldiers, which are hardly so many 
as their cities, nor hath the gold dug out of the mines of 
Spain been sufficient for the support of a war tQ preserve 
their liberty ; nor c.oulji their vast di^ance from the Ro- 
mans, by land and by sea, do it, nor, could the martial 
tribes of the Lusitanians and the Spaniards escape ; no 
more could the ocean with its tide, which was yet terri- 
ble to the anisient inhabitants. Nay, ihe Romans have 
extended their arms fieyond the pillars of Hercules, and 
have walked among the clquds, upon the Pyrenean 
mountains, and have subdued these nations. And, one 
legion is a sufficient guard for these people, although 
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they were so hard to bo conquered, and at a distance so 
remote from Rome." '^ Now, when almost all people un- 
der the sun submit to the Roman arms, will you be the 
only people who make war ag^ainst them ? * * * Where 
then are those people, whom you are to have for your 
allies ? Must they come from the parts of the world 
that are uninhabited ? for all that are in the habitable 
earth are under the Romans." *' What remains, there- 
fore, is this, that you have recourse to divine assistance ; 
but this is already on the side of the Romans, for it is 
impossible that so vast an empire should be settled, with- 
out God's providence." — (Josephus's Wars, b. ii. c. xvi. 

8.4.) 

Hence, we have the testimony of King. Agrippa, de- 
clared to an immense multitude of Jews, and acknowl- 
edged by Josephus, that the Roman strength was invin- 
cible, and that the Roman name even, with twelve hun- 
dred men, could guard as many cities, and that in a re- 
mote part of the empire possessing uncommon means of 
defence ; that "^ almost all people beneath the sun sub- 
mitted to the Roman arms ;" and that the ^ divine as- 
sistance" was apparently already their own. The Roman 
strength ttien, like iron, none could resist, none, but an 
infatuated Jew, dared defy ! 

2. In accordance with the 41 st verse, the Roman king' 
dom was divided, split up, partitioned, but never conqtbend, 

" And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes part of 
potter's clay and part of iron : the kingdom shall be di- 
vided, but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, 
forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay." 

The division of this kingdom was effected by the 
petty independencies of the northern Barbarians. These 
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Barbarians successfully plundered the empire, but had 
no ponrer to conquer it by magnanimous and open war. 
Like moths in a piece of goods, which continually mul- 
tiply, they first weakened the fabric, and then with aug- 
mented numbers, set themselves with full intent to con- 
sume the whole ; but the ecclesiastical establishment, 
which had been set up by the remains of the Roman 
power,prevented that complete destruction of Romanism, 
which the Barbarians had contemplated. That estab- 
lishment continually increased its claim and rapidly ex- 
tended its authority and influence ; and this, just in 
proportion as the parent civil power declined, so that, in 
fine, from a powerless origin, it became superior to all 
power, — the Catholic Church of Rome ! Hence the con- 
cluding part of the verse, " But there shall be in it of the 
strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iroq 
mixed with miry clay." The " strength of the iron" re- 
^mained to the Roman kingdom, in the first stages of its 
decline, inasmuch as it was not conquered, but only bro- 
ken upon and pillaged ; and after, when it had become 
materially injured, and in part destroyed by its ravaging 
enemies, the " strength of the iron" was maintained, 
through the power, consequent upon the new religious 
character which it iTad assumed. Rome, though divided 
and brokc^n, through priestly influence, was (and is,) 
mighty still. 

The Holy Spirit uniformly gives profane history, no 
farther than to show the connection of the divine plan, 
or to show the' connection of nations with the consum- 
mation of that plan ; and hence, in Daniel's prophecies, 
we find western Rome much, more prominent than east- 
ern Rome, because more connected with the Christian 
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church ; and in accordance with this remark, I give as a 
third reason for considering ^ the fourth," or iron king- 
dom, to be the Roman kingdom, the fact, that 

III. The first ten barbarous nations, in west- 
ern Rome, are well represented bt the toes of 
the ihaoe. 

In this dream, the course of time is indicated hy theV 
successive parts of the image downwards. Hence, the 
extremities of the last emblem must represent the last 
estate of the kingdom, emblemized by that emblem. — 
The feetf according to the division made in the vision, 
(32 and 33 vs.) are the extremities of the iron emblem, 
and consequently represent ^^ iron kingdom in Us last 
estate. That estate is the divided stale. In the 41 st verse 
we read, " And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes 
part of potter's clay and part of iron ; the kingdom shall 
be dividedJ^ 

The toes mark something additional, or the Holy. 
Spirit would never have described them ; and, as they 
are members of the iron and clay feet, so must they 
represent aaembers of the iron and clay kingdom. The 
number oi toes pertaining to the feet of the image is not 
declared; but, as nothing is intimated to the contrary, 
we suppose, that they are the number of a mian, i. e. ten. 
The modern names of the Jirst ten barbarous nations^ in 
western Rome, according to Mr. E. Irwin, are, " France, 
Britain, Spain, Portugal, Naples, Tuscany, Austria, 
liombardy, Rome, and Ravenna." The connection of 
these with ancient Rome is marked and obvious ; and 
that the Holy Spirit has conducted us through these, to 
show the divine providence, cannot be less evident to 
those who receive .and duly consider the prophecy, for 
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our text says — ''In the days of these kings shall the God 
of heaven set up a kingdom.^* 

These are* the reasons I give for considering " the 
fourth kingdom'* to be the Roman; and the sentiment 
will be found to be confirmed by every correct exposi- 
tion of the prophecy. 

On continuing our examination, we find the interpre- 
tation, having described in the 40th verse the character 
of the iron kingdom in the days of its strength; and in 
the 41st, having shown that the kingdom would be divi- 
ded at that poiftt of the chronology of the image repre- 
sented by the feet, proceeding still later in the chronol- 
ogy, and, in the 42d verse, speaking of the extreme parts 
of tlie image, the toes, — " And as the toes of the feet 
were part of iron and part of clay: so the kingdom shall 
be partly strong, and partly broken." 

These toes represent the nations which efiected the 
Qrst ten divisions in western Rome, from the time that 
they connected themselves, with the Christian church. 
The Roman kingdom became Christian cir. A. D. 325. 
The Barbarians had be6n troublesome to the Romans 
by the close of the second century. Their first estab- 
lishment in western Rome was effected A. D. 356, and 
their tenth in A. D. 483. Their first step towards a 
union with Rome, was in A. D. 496, by the fVanks, 
wh^n Clovis, their king, being engaged in war, made a 
vow, that, if God would render him victorious, he wouM 
become a Christian. Victory declared in Clovis's favor, 
and consequently he and three thousand of bis subjects 
were baptized into the Christian profession. The other 
nine kings remaining, soon followed his example, and 
the last of them was baptized in A. D. 508. By this 



16 DI8<^UISITION8 OZr THB 

conversion from Paganism to Christianity, the barbaroas 
nations became connected with the kingdom, through 
the allegiance they held to the Romish church. That 
church was orthodox, but the converted nations were 
Arian ; and their being received into the bosom of the 
church, upon their professed conversion, was the direct 
means by which the church was corrupted, and by which, 
when these nations had come into full connection »and \ 

influence, rank Papacy was established. Hence, the 
toes represent Christian members of the Roman king- 
dom, and, as the Roman kingdom became, and has for a 
long time been, and now is, Papal, so the toes must for ' 

a long time have represiented, and must now represent 
Papal members of that kingdom. { 

The toes were ^ part of iron and part of clay," and 
the Roman kingdom, since the membership of the first 
ten kings, has been *^ partly strong and partly broken." 
It was <' partly strong and partly broken" in the early 
Christian history of the ten kings*, while Papacy was 
maturing and being set up, by their being Arian, and op- 
posed to Papal supremacy; and, after Papacy had been 
erected, and they all had yielded to it their support, it 
Was " partly strong and partly broken," by their not re«» 
maining unanimous in their support. Some of them 
discovered and exposed its iniquities, and broke down 
its strength, while others crouched in darkness, and 
obeyed its mandates. 

The 43d verse proceeds — *' And whereas thou sawest 
iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves 
with the seed of men ; but they shall not cleave one to 
another, even as iron is not mixed with clay." — " TAe?/, 
(the kingdoms emblemized by the toes,) shall mingle 
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themselves with the seed of men, (people of the earth,) 
but they shall not cleave one to another, (i. e. consoli- 
date and become one nation, though they do agree and 
give their strength and power »nto the beast,) even as 
iron is not mixed with clay^" Here is introduced our 
text — ^^^ And in the days of these kings, (when they exist 
as Papal members of the last kingdom of the image,) 
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed, and the kingdom shall not be left lo 
other people.' It shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever, forasmuch as 
thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, and that it break in pieces the iron, the 
brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold. The great God 
hath made known to the king what shall come to pass 
hereafter, and the dream is certain, and the interpreta- 
tion thereof sure." 

To know the true reference of the words '^these kings,^' 
in the former part of the text, is of the first importance 
in the understanding of this prophecy. If the exposition 
which has been given of the preceding context be cor- 
rect, the words are not to be considered as referring to 
the four monarchies, but to the toes. 

As I stand nearly or quite alone, as far as I am in- 
formed, in this sentiment, it is necessary to give the rea- 
sons which have' induced me to embrace it, in opposition 
to the weight of authority which is against me. 

1. I remark, that the words cannot refer to the four 
ancient monarchies, first, because they were not contem- 
porary ; and, second, because, in the> days of those mon- 
archies, no such kingdom as is here described, was ever 
set up. . 
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2. I am forced to believe that the words cannot refer 
to any modem pothers which may now represent those 
ancient monarchies ; because, 

If we refer the words to the foar monarchies, in any 
Sense, we virtually exclude the42d and 43d verses from 
.the interpretatioiv We thereby inseparably connect 
the 44th verse with the 41dt, whereas the 42d and 43d 
intervene. We make the connection to be 39, 40, 41, 
and then 44. If this is the connection, then the 42d and 
^3d verses must be discarded, or be considered paren* 
thetic. No one presumes or desires to discard them ; 
and hence; those who suppose the terms, "these kingfs," 
to designate the four monarchies, must consider them 
parenthetic, or, in other words, of minor importance. — 
But, the prophecy can be forcibly exhibited by making 
them of equal weight witli the rest of the interpreta- 
tion, sufiering the connection to remain as it now stands ; 
and^ therefore, we have no right to make them paren- 
thetic. 

Before I proceed farther, I wish to. remark, that the 
image presents five general divisions, instead of four, as 
is commonly expressed. 1. Head of gold — 3. Breast 
and* arms of silver-«-3. Belly and thighs of ^bra8s — 4. 
Legs of iron — and 5. JP'eef, par.t of iron and part of clay. 
It is essentially necessary for us, both to recognize and « 
to recollect this division, in prder, in any consistent 
way, to understand -the interpretation. (See 32d, 33d 
verses.) . 

In this vision, or prophecy, cHronology, in advance^ is 
represented by the'successive parts of the image, down- 
wards. If so, the farther i^e recede from the head, the . 
older the chronology, and the extreme division of the 
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image must represent the extreme chronology of the 
image. The fiet are the extreme division of the image, 
according to the division given in the vision ; and, con- 
sequently, represent the extreme chronology of the 
image, and, therefore, of the^^Iast^ingdom. 

TJie toes, as branches of the feet, are spoken of dis- 
tinctly—separately. The 42d Verse is devoted ta them 
entirely. It describes them, and also tells what is shad- 
owed by that description. Therefore, the toes must 
mean something additional and distinct. They must 
designate something in themselves, or the Holy Spirit 
would .never have described them by ikemsdvts; and, 
since they are members of an emblem representing a 
kingdom, what can they designate but members of that 
kingdom ? The prophecy is not speaking of individuals 
but of collect classes, and therefore the toes must mean, 
not individual, but associate members. If the toes rep- 
resent associate members of a kingdom, they must rep- 
resent governments in thatkingdom,of some^sortor oth- 
er, either kingly or dependent, for every associate body 
must have an -organization %nd government of its own. 

These conclusions, some one may remark, are very 
natural, but, cannot from- the prophecy be proved to be 
true, I reply, that if they are not true, Daniel's interpre- 
tation is a mass as cotifused as ever was penned, and is 
utterly' inexplicable. 

If the ^oes do not mean governments,- or kingdoms, 
then we Bre obliged to refer the words " these kings** to 
the four monarchies, and give up the42d and 43d verses 
as not of primary, but of secondary importance ; where- 
as, by a correct interpretation, they would appear more 
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especially to concern modern times, and, to us, with the 
text, to be of the most momentous importance. 

If the toes do not represent kingdoms, then the word 
''all,'' in the 44th verse, is expletive, and the sehse is just 
as strong without, as it is with it, and much better ex- 
pressed ; for, if the toes do not represent kingdoms, we 
must refer the words, " these kings," in the former part 
of the verse, to the four monarchies, and the words, ^ all 
these kingdoms,-' in the latter part, to the same monar- 
chies, thereby making the word ''all" of no force what- 
ever, but rather an incumbrance; whereas a correct 
interpretation will give to it a full and natural applica- 
tion. 

If the toes do not represent kingdoms, or, at least, 
political bodies of some sort, then the 43d verse is ut- 
terly inexplicable. That verse speaks of certain some- 
things, which have power, in tkemsdveSf either " to min- 
gle," or to '^not cleave." — " They," says th6 verse, ''they, 
(these somethings,) shall nHngle themselves with the 
seed of men, but they shall not cleave one to another." 
If these somethings ^^ shall ming'/e," they are capable, 
whatever they are, of action. If capable of action, they 
are animate objects. If animate objects, and '* shall mn* 
gle themselves toUh the seed of men,^ what are they but 
men, either in collect bodies, or singly ? The prophecy 
is not describing single men, and, therefore, the word 
" ihey^ must mean coHect bodies of men. 

If the word " they" means collect bodies of men, I ask, 
What collect bodies of men dots it mean ? Not the four 
ancient monarchies, though it may be said that they 
have mingled themselves with the seed of men ; for the 
verse implies that the subjects, some of them, at least, 
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whoever they are, should coexist, and the four monar- 
chies, we know, did not, and, since they were each uni- 
versal, they could not The verse says, *^ But they shall 
not cleave one to another," or, as the margin reads, 
^ this with this.V How could they cleavo ^^one to anoth' 
tr^ or,.''Mt> toUh this" if they were not to coexist? — 
And, if they were not to coexist, and thereby could not 
*' cleave one to another," why multiply words, without 
ideas, by saying, 'Mhey shall not? Again, — Not the 
Roman kingdom, for, to designate that kingdom, the 
pronoun ** they" is not used, but the pronoun " ity 40th 
and 4l3t verses. '<And the fourth kingdom shall be 
strong as iron : forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and 
subdueth all things : and as iron that breaketh all these, 
shall it break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou 
sawest the feet and toes part of potter's clay and part of 
irout the kingdom shall be divided, but there shall be in 
it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest 
the iron mixed witli miry clay." And, more, the Roman 
kingdom, before it was broken, was universal, and th<e 
" tfcerf q/* m«»" was that which constiitUed , it. Now, to 
interpret the 43d verse to mean, timt the people of the 
Roman kingdem should mingle thepnselves among them- 
selves, and not cleave to themjselves, would be curious 
exposition, truly ! — It will not do for those who maintain 
that the words " these kings'^ designate the four monar- 
chies, to say that the pronoun *^ they^^ refers to the Ro^ 
man kinf^dom in its fractured stale, for that is the argu- 
ment of their opponents. When the Roman kingdom 
was fractured, then it was Christian, and soon. Papal— 
and it is notorious that the Barbarians fractured it, and 
that the first ten tribes established the full .character of 
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Papacy. Therefore, to say this, with them, would be to 
acknowledg^e what they dispute. 

Noting, then, that the pronoun " they^* cannot refer to 
the four monarchies, nor to the fourth monarchy, without 
declaring what it does refer to, let us remember that it 
refers to fiten, not to individual men, but to collect bodies 
of men, 

43d verse. '*And whereas thou sawest iron mixed 
wiih miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the 
seed of men ; but they shall not cleave one to .another, 
even as iron is not mixed wjth clay." . . . Let us par-* 
aphrase this .verse, according to the sense which we 
have proved the pronoun "they" to bear, and read it 
with the 44th. ^And whereas thou sawest the iron, 
(the emblem of the fourth kingdom,) mixed with foreign 
matter, (miry clay,) certain collect bodies of men, shall 
mingle themselves with the seed of men, but Xhcy shall 
not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed 
with 'clay.' ^^ And in the dw/s of these kings, shall the 
God of heaven set up a kingdom." . . We see, at once, 
that the construction refers the words " these kings" di- 
rectly to those certain collect bodies o/* men, and calls them 
" kings,!* in the sense of kingdoms. But the words 
'< these kings" are not the original language. They 
were* adopted in the translation, probably, because the 
translators supposed the language to refer to the four 
monarclries, the same error which eill others, nearly, 
through them, have fallen into. The. language of the 
Chaldee is — " And in their days shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom," Sic, ' And whereas thou sawest the 
emblem of the fourth kingdom mixed with foreign mat- 
ter, certain collect bodies of men shall mingle themselves 
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with the seed of men, hut they shail not cleave one to 
another, even as iron Is not mixed with clay.' " And iw 
THEIR DATS shall the God ofheaven set up a kingdom." 
Now, who will deny that the pronoun " they,^ m the 43d 
verse, and the words " these kings" in the 44th, refer to 
the same subjects^ No one. Well, it has been shown 
that the pronoun cannot refer to the four- monarchies, 
nor to the fourth monarchy, an*d, consequently, the 
words " these kings," cannot refer to the four monarchies, 
nor to the fourth ; and since this is the case, what can 
we refer them to but to the toes ? It is rational to refer 
them there, forasmuch as it has been shown to be ration- 
al, to cpnsider that they represent kingdoms.- But, seme 
one has said, * If you refer them to the toes, you make it 
possible for the kingdom of the God of heaven to have- 
been set up more than 1300 years:ago.' fiefbre 1 close, 
I hope to show tliat the remark is incorrect, and that the 
true reference is even more definite and strict; than the 
false one. 

In the latter part of thB 4Sth verse we read — " The 
great God hath made known to the king wliat shall come 
to pass hereafter." These words, are a part of the last 
sentence, in Daniel's address. My inquiry, in eonnec- 
. tion with them is, What had the God of heaven made 
known, and by what means? Every one must see, that 
what had be^n made known was, — the fkll of the Baby-; 
Ionian kingdom— ^the rise and fall of a second and of a . 
third^and the rise of a' fourth, to continue unto a fiflh, 
which should break all the preceding ** to pieces to- 
gether,'^ and stand forever-— and must see, also, that the 
information was given by means of the visions of an 
imfige and of a stone. That the information was thud 
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given, i. e. by the means of the Image and the Stone^ and 
not by either the one or the other, singly and alone, ia 
fully recognized by DanicPs introduction, m various 
ways. 

' 1. From the 28th and 29tb verses we read—" Thy 
dream and the visions^ (plural,) of thy head upon thy bed, 
are these — As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came up 
upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafler,^^ Here 
the information is connected with the "(/ream,'* which 
certainly was of the image, as well as of the stone, and 
with the " visions'' of the king's head, which were of the 
image and tiie stone. 

2. In the 26th— 28th verses we read—" The king an- 
swered and said unto Dsjiiel, whose name was Belte- 
chazzar. Art thou able to make known unto me the 
dream which 1 have seen, and the interpretation thereof? 
Daniel answered, in the presence of the king, and said — 
"The secretf (i. e. the dream,) which the king ha^h de- 
manded, cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the ma- 
gicians, the soothsayers, show unto the king ; But there 
is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and (Chaldee,) 
hath made known 4o the king, Nebuchadnezzar, what 
shall be in the latter days" Here, again, the information 
is connected with the dream, and Daniel in the 36th 
verse, after having described, first, the image, and then 
the stone, says—" This is the dream." 

3. Again, Daniel says, latter part 29th verse and be- 
ginning dOth^" He that revealeth secrets, makcthknown 
to thee what shall come to pass ; but, as for me, this secret 
is not revealed to me, for any ^Visdom that I have," &c., 
still connecting the information with the " secret," i. e. 
the dream. 
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From these expressions, and also from a very cursory 
examination of the prophecy, it appears that the teaching 
of what should come to pass thereafter, was effected by 
the use of the image and ike stone, conjcdntly — but the 
45th- verse reads, '* Forasmuch as thou sawest that the 
stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and 
that it break in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold, ^e great God hath made knotvnto the 
king vfhat shall com€ to pass hsreafter^^ — thereby refer- 
ring the means of instruction entirely to the stone ! — 
Now, ^ the scripture cannot be broken," says our Sa- 
vioar, (I John x. 35,) but, if the 45th verse gives the 
sense of the Spirit, it surely is broken, among itself, for 
one part of this scripture ascribes the means of infor- 
mation to several emblems, and another part, entirely to 
one ! What is the difficulty ? The trouble is not in the 
' Holy Writ,' but in the division which has been made of 
it. The translators having introduced, in the former 
fart of the 45th verse, the words, *^ these kings," in order 
to sustain the reference, which they thought to be cor- 
rect, i. e. to the four monarchies, found it necessary to 
introduce another word in the latter part, viz. " but" — 
and also, to cut off the verse at the words, ^^for ever^* — 
making the division which we now have in our bibles. 
This performance was absolutely necessary, in order to 
sustain, in appearance, the reference which they had 
adopted ; for, to take the words exactly as they occur- 
red, was fatal to their opinion. Hence we see that one 
error called for another to support it, and that for a third, 
land that the three, together^ were sufficient to darken 
the sense, and make error invisible ! Ah, how far may 
the Uast departure from the stiict eeuse of God's word| 
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lead even the best of men into the most wild and fearfbl 
wrong ! This is not the only serious error of modern 
times which has occurred through amendments in trans- 
lation, as I shall have occasion to show, if I am allowed 
to speak farther, from the book of Daniel. 

Having, then, the strongest reasons for rejecting the 
reference which is jjenerally made of the words, "these 
Rings," viz., to the four monarchies, both in the direct 
violation which that reference causes of the construc- 
tion, and in the confusion and utter mystery of darkness 
which it causes to rest upon, and to increase with, every 
advancing step of the prophacy, let us abandon it, and 
make that reference which the construction requires, 
and which histdry and the internal evidence of the 
prophecy enforces, viz., to the toesj i. e. to the kingdoms 
represented by th^m. We have already conducted this, 
exposition,^ as far as the text, in. accordance with- this 
reference, and now, let us proceed with the same ; and, 
if the exposition be correct, the harmony and natural 
force of the prophecy will continue to be as apparent as 
it has heretofore been. 

IfJ in the latter part of the 44th verse, we drop the 
word " but," which is supplied, and read the passage in 
the words which the Holy Spirit gave, we shall perceive 
that a new sentence commences at that place, and that 
it continues into the 45th, being connected by the con- 
junction, " forasmuch." Thus—" And in the days of 
these kings, shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
which shall never be' destroyed, and the kingdom shall 
not be left to other people. It shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms,- and it shall stand for ever, 
foroMiMuh as thou tawest that (he stone was cut out of 
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the monntain without hands, and that it break in pieces 
the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the go1d«^ 
The remaining part of the 45th verse is still another 
sentence, viz., '*The great God hath made known to the 
king what shall come to pass hereafter, and the dream 
is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure." This 
sentence was tlie final one. With this, Daniel had 
made known the dream, and had told the interpretation 
thereof. ' "Then the king, Nebuchadnezzar, fell upon 
his face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that 
they should offer an oblation and sweet odors unto him." 
The word, ^ forasmuch^^ awakens an expectation of a 
reason to be assigned, and properly follows something 
that has been said, but does not naturally precede some- 
thing to he said; Yet this unnatural position is thrown 
upon it, by the present pointing of our bibles. Its force, 
in the text, appears to be to show the connection of a 
particular part of the inttrprdcdion^ viz., " It (i. e. the 
kingdom of the* God of heaven,) shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for 
ever" — with a particular part of the vision^ viz,, the smi- 
ting of the image, upon the fiet, by the stone, thereby 
breaking the iron, clay, brass, silver and gold to pieces 
together. The vision says, that the stone smote the 
image upon the feet, and break the five emblems, — the 
iron, Roman kingdom — ^the clay, interpreted in the 43d 
verse, to mean *' the seed of men" — the brass, Greek 
kingdom — ^the silver, Persian kingdom — and the gold, 
Assyrian kingdom, to pieces together ; and that no place 
was found for them, and that the stone filled the whole 
earth. The inkrpretation says, that the kingdom of the 
God of heaven " shall break in pieces and consume all 
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these kingdoms,^ and " stand for ever^ " forasmuch" as 
the king had seen the entire image demolished by the 
stone. This interpretation is in immediate connection 
with the description of the toes, and, if it had rcad--^ 
* In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed, and the 
kingdom shall not be lefl to other people. It shall break 
in pieces and consume these kingdoms,^ leaving out the 
word "all," the reference to the ten kingdoms would 
have been strict and unavoidable. But the ^sion bad 
not represented a partiaJ, but an entire destruction; 
and, therefore, the interpretation, to correspond, must 
have a more extended sense than this construction would 
allow. This extension is effected by the use of thd 
word " all," — " And in the days of these kings shall the 
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed, and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people. It shall break in pieces and consume nil these 
kingdoms^^ not the ten, simply, upon the emblems of 
which the stone was. seen to fall, but all the kingdoms 
which had been seen to have a connection with the 
vision. 1. Babylon — 2. Persia — 3. Grecia — 4. Rome — 
5. Kingdoms connected with Rome, through her having 
mingled herself with the ^seed of menJ^ And, if these 
emblems do not cover the universal world, from the time 
of the deluge to the last bounds set for mortal man, no 
language can do it. 

Babylon was universal ; Grecia was universal ; 

Persia " " Rome " « 

and, when she ceased to be universal, and was brought 
to her divided state, an emblem was joined, to represent 
" TB£ SEED OF men" ! not an embletSylike tfaeothers> to 
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represent a particular class of men, but to represent 
** The Seed of Men"— the unbounded human race ! 

Such was the character of the image, and, when it was 
broken, the three superior metals pertained to it, as well 
as, the inferior, for, the iron, the cJay,tbe brass, the silver, 
and the gold, were " broken to pieces iogetherJ^ Now 
the ten kingdoms have not been broken yet, and the first 
three monarchies long since fell, one by one, and not, 
^together^^ — hence, the stone has not yet smitten the 
image, and hence, too, in order to constitute the image 
a fit representation, and to. preserve the full force of the 
vision, these kiagdoms must be revived, if at any time 
they have entirely failed, so that the four, with such al- 
terations from their original character as time and the 
coexistence of other kingdoms must effect, shall stand 
in being * together.* Well, in accordance with the doc- 
trine, that the end of all things is at hand, we find, that 
in our day, the nations are So arranged as to reorganize 
that image, and to render it, in all respects, nearly quite 
complete. . . The head of gold appears ; also, the breast 
and arms of silver, and the belly and thighs of brass. 
The kingdom of the legs and feet, also, occupies its 
proper place. The toes, which have mingled themselves 
with the "seed of men," and thereby unite the rest of 
the world to Rome, and thus, to the Image, occupy their 
place, save one ! France, Spain, Portugal, Naples, Tus- 
cany, Austria, Lombardy, Rome, Ravena, are Cath- 
olic. Britain, which alone is wanting to complete the 
image, is not How long ere, in the sight of heaven, 
she will take her former place beside her sisters, perfect 
the image, and the kingdom of God come, let those who 
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have marked her unexpected and rapid decline into the 
arms of Peusyism, judge ! * 

" And in the days or these kings shall the God 

OF HEAVEN SET UP A KINGDOM." 

The kingdom here spoken of, is to be in this world, 
forasmuch bs the stone, which represents the ageticy 
by which the kingdom is to be set up, was seen to break 
in pieces emblems of this world's power, and also, foras- 
much as the stone ** became a gi*eat mountain, (and in 
that state represented the kingdom,) aqd filled the whole 
earth." 

The kingdom, also, is to be the fiflh kingdom, in this 
world, according to a certain fixed succession, the first 
being represented by the head of gold, the second by the 
breast and arms of silver, the third by the belly and 
thighs of brass, the fourth by the legs and feet of iron. 
The fifth is represented by the stone, in its mountain 
form, filling the whole earth. The four we have had. 
The fifth hasteth greatly! (See Daniel vii. 17, 18, and 
2?— 27.) 

The kingdom, also, will be eternal. Says the text — 
It " shall never be destroyed^ — ^^ shall not he left to other 
people''^ — " shall stand for ercr." 

Finally, it is the kingdom of the God of heaven. The 
text says, " In the days of these kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom." 

The expression is peculiar, "In the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom," as 
though the otiier kingdoms were not the kingdoms of 
the God of heaven, and were not set up by him. It may 
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be proper to inquire, in what sense the kingdoms which 
were to precede the kingdom of the text would not be 
God's kingdoms. 

I remark, first, that it could not be said that they 
would not be God's kingdoms, in the sense of right or 
title, for, (Psal. xxiv. 1, 2, and 1. 10,) ** The earth i4 the 
Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world and they that 
dwell therein. For he hath founded it upon the seas, 
and established it upon the floods" — and ** the cattle up- 
on a thousand hills" are his. And, again, not in the 
sense of indifference as to their state, progress and is- 
, sue, for, it is said, Danl.iv. 17 — **The Most Highruleth 
in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he 
will, and setteth up over it, the basest of men" — but, in 
the sense of immediate ride and implicit obedience. The 
kingdoms of this world have not been, and now are not, 
God's, in the sense ofimmedutte rtUe, on his part, and of 
implicit obedience, on theirs — for, if God held immediate 
rule, all things would be conducted according to his 
pleasure, and, if all yielded implicit obedience, there 
would be no will but his, and no sin or sorrow, but we 
have seen, and do see, God's pleasure resisted, and sin, 
in all ages, abounding. ... ^* As I live, saith the Lord 
God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked turn from his way and live-^Turn ye, 
turn ye, from your evil ways, for why will ye die, O 
house of Israel ?" — (Ezek. xxxiii. 11.) 

God has never," since the time that he surveyed " eve- 
ry thing that he had made," and pronounced it " very 
good," held immediate government over this earth. No, 
and does not now. In the divine councils of the sixth 
day, it was said, *'Let ns make man, in oar image, after 
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our likeness, and let them have dominion over all (he 
earth," * fish, fowl, cattle,* and " every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth."— (Gen. i. 26.) 

The earth was the Lord's, the worlds reposed in his 
hands, but so much of his royal authority as related to 
the " dominion''^ of the earth, he was pleased to confer 
upon his creatures. In the image of God, our first pa- 
rent walked forth, the rightful lord of earth — himself ac- 
countable to God. * But man being in honor abode not.' 
(Psal. xlix. ]2.) By disobedience he fell, and brought 
ruin upon his race. From a man, in the image of God, 
he became a servant of the Evil One, for, ** Know ye 
not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are, to whom ye obey ?" (Rom. vi. 16.) 
and, that " of whom a man is overcome, of the same is 
he brought in bondage'/ ? (2 Pet ii. 19.) By the fall, 
Satan obtained a powerful influence in this world. — 
Through the willing, nay, predisposed obedience of 
mankind^ to his will, he virtually obtained, and has. ever 
exercised, much of that dominion which was bestowed 
upon man, and, by grant, is solely his. This influence, 
having been gained, and most zealously pressed and 
sustained, in all ages of the world, it manifestly appears, 
that the kingdoms of this world, as it regards adtutl o&e- 
dience rendered^ are more the kingdoms of Satan than of 
God. 

The text assures us, that, " in the days of these kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom." Every king- 
dom must have aubjedSt a king^ and a place of residence 
for that king, which is, usually, a city, and is called the 
metropolis. 
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tn Rev, xi. 15, we read i — ** And there were great voi** 
nes, in heairen, saying, The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of oar Lord and of his Christ, and 
he shall reign forever and ever.** The chronolo^ of 
this cry is at the sounding of the seventh angel, whenthere 
^hall be "fime no longer/* when God has taken to him- 
self his "great power," and has ** reigned,'* and when he 
will "destroy them which destroy (or corrupt,) the 
earth." The chronology, then, is at the end of time*^ 
{Rev. X. 1 — 7.) This, too, is the chronology of the king^ 
dom of the God of heaven, for, surely, when that king- 
<tom is set up, " which shall never he destroyed,^ but 
which ^^ shall stand forever** (44th verse,) time has ended 
fcnd eternity begun. Again — The chronology' is at the 
time of the exhibited power and reign of God, (Rev. xi. 
15 — 17.) " And the seventh angel sounded ; and there 
were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
hitf Christ ; and he shall reign forever and ever. And 
the four and twenty elders which sat before God on 
their seats, fell upon their faces and worshipped God, 
saying. We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty^ 
which art, and wast, and art to come ; because thou hast 
taken to thee thy great power^ and hast reigned/* That 
power will be made manifest, and that reign Qomraence, 
when, in the language of the text, * The Qo.d of heavea 
shall set up a kingdom,' by his own Almighty Arm, 
which "shall not be left to other people"-^his power 
being exhibited in the setting up of the kingdom, and 
his reign, in maintaining it-^The 18th verse continues, 
" And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is com^, 
and the time of the dead, that they should be jodged„ 

2 
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and that thoo tbouldst give reward unto tby servants the 
prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, 
small and great ; and shouldst dtiiroy Ihem which destroy 
ihe tarih,^ The chronology then, also, is when God 
shall ^^ desiroy them which doAmy the earth ;^^ the same 
as of the text, when ** The God of heaven" shall set up 
a kingdom which ^ shall break in pieces and consutne all 
these kingdom^* and ^ stand' forever." (44th verse,) — 
Hence, the time of the kingdom of Danl. iL 44, and Rev* 
xi. 15, is the same, and the kingdoms too, are the same, 
unless we admit the absurdity, that God is to set up in 
the earth, at the same time, two kingdoms, universal and 
eternal! 

''And there were great voices in heaven, saying. The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of otir 
lM)rd and of his CJirist, and he shall reign for ever and 
ever." In this kingdom, which we have shown to be the 
same as the kingdom of the text, either the Father, or 
the Son, ^^our Lord^ or ^^Ms Christ," is to ''reign 
forever and ever." I hold the opinion that the regal 
character will pertain to Christ, for the following rea* 
ions: 

1. The kingdoms of this world are his by promise. 

The Psalmist, speaking of the rage of the ungodly 
world, in the last days, that they should set themselves 
and " take counsel together against the Lord and against 
his Anointed," says, (ii. 6— 8,)--** Yet, have I set my king 
upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree ; 
the Lord hath said unto me, Thoa art my Son ; this day 
have I begotten thee. Ask of me and I will give thee 
the heathen for tbine inheritancei and the uttermot| 
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paits of the earth fbr thy possession.'' Not, as some 
suppose, by the conversion of the world, unless God in- 
tends to convert, in order to destroy^ for, the speaker 
continues in the next verse, the 9th, ** Thou shalt break 
them with a rod of iron : thou shalt dash them in pieces 
like a potter^s vessel.^' The earth is to be given to 
Christ, in a day of destruction, and not of conversion ; 
wherefore the Psalmist continues, (10th verse,) **Be wise 
MOW, ihereptre, O ye kings ; be instructed, ye judges of 
the earth,'' Why?— wherefore? Evidently— /e»t thai 
day shoM take them to judgment, in their sins. 

2, He is Hdr t9 a Umne in this world, 

Peter, in Acts ii. 30, 31, speaking of David, says, that 
lie, ** being a prophet, and knowing that God had swora 
with an oath t« him, that, of the fruit of his loins, accor- 
ding to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne, spake of the resurreetion of Christ," Sic, Which 
shows, that David understood Christ, according to the ' 
ftesh, to be his heir ; but, that he would not sit upon the 
throne, till after hw death and resurrection. The tem- 
poral succession to David's throne has, long since, hiU 
ed, and the house of the kingdom has long been shut; 
but the everlasting succession shall not fail, for Christ 
testifies. Rev. iii. 7, that he •* hath the key of David," 
that HE ^^ openeth and no roan shutteth, and shutteth and 
no man openeth." Ezekiel, (xxi. 27,) speaking of the 
destruction of the government of God's ancient people, 
says, " I will overturn, oveKurn, overturn it," (by the 
Babylonians, by the Medo-Persians, by the Romans,) 
^and it shall be no more, until He comet^Aoss right U %»^ 
and will give it hinu" It is his by the right of lineage. 
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The angel, in announcing the conception of pur Saviour, 
said, *" ihou shait call his name Jesus. He shall be great 
and shall be called the Son ot the Highest, and the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of his Jather David ; 
and he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there shall be no end." (Luke i. 31 — J33.) 

S. tn his character and attributes, he is worthy of the 
government, and in his nature he is adapted to it 

1. He is worthy. 

Paul, in his epistle to the Hebrews, i. 1 — 13, say's, . . . 
(turn to the reference.) . Isaiah says, ix. 6, 7, . . (turn' to 
this reference.) Hence, he is worthy. 

2. His nature is well adapted to exercise the regal 
office, in such a kingdom. 

The kingdom is ihe kingdom of the God of heaven. 

The kingdom is an eternal kingdom. 

The kingdom is in this world, and this world is ma- 
terial. 

Christ is qualified for authority in the kingdom of God, 
because he is his Son. 

He is qualified for authority in an eternal kingdom, 
because he is eternal. 

He is qualified for authority in this world, because he 
has redeemed it. 

And he is adapted to reign in a material world, be- 
cause, in connection with his spiritual nature, he also, 
has a sensible and material body. 

That the "Word" was "in the beginning wii]i God," 
and that the " Word was God," we do believe, and that 
the Word, since he "was made flesh and dwelt among 
us," has possessed a body of flesh and bones, we believe 
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also. The ang^el, who was sent to Mary, said, " There- 
fore, that holy things which shall be born of thee, shall 
be called the Son of God." (Luke i. 35.) Christ, while 
in the days of his humility, slept, waked, sat, walked, 
rode, labored, rested, rejoiced, and suffered* When ap- 
pearing to his disciples, after his resurrection, they he- 
ing terrified and afirighted, supposing that they had seen 
a spirit, ho said, " Why are ye troubled ? and why do 
thoughts arise in your hearts ? Behold my hands and 
my feet, that it is I, myself; handle me, and see ; for a 
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. Have 
ye here any meat ?" (Luke xxiv. 38, 39, and 4L) And 
they gave him a piece of broiled fish and of a honey 
comb. (42d verse.) And in Acts x. 41, we are informed, 
that he appeared unto his chosen witnesses, hi^ disciples, 
openly, and that they did both " eat and drink with hira 
after he arose from the dead ;" and, having been seen of 
them forty days, (i. 3,) it was declared, at his ascension, 
that "This ^ame Jesus" which was taken up into heaven, 
should " so cornet^ " in like manner,*' as he was seen to 
go, into heaven. (11th verse.) Christ, in his human na- 
ture, then, is man ; and also the son of David, because 
the son of Mary, a daughter of David's line ; and, though 
he is the « Wonderful Counsellor"— the "Mighty God" 
— the " Everlasting Father," yet, he is the " child born," 
the *^ son given ;" (Isa. ix. 6,) and, as he is the " root,''^ so, 
also, is he the ** offspring, of David — the bright and morn- 
ing star,' (Rev. xxii. 16,) and, being the offspring of Da- 
vid, of the race of Adam, he' partook of Adam's blood, or 
life, for the life of flesh is "the blood thereof," (Gen. ix. 
4,) yet, without the contamination of Adam's nature, 
because brought into being by the immediato " power of 
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the Highest^ But this life, the life derived from the 
blood of Adaii^ he forever laid down, when he spilled 
his blood for sinners ; and is now animated by his own 
eternal spirit — for, ''so it is written, The first man, Adam, 
was made a living soul, the last Adam, a quickening 
$jpini" — (1 Cor. xv. 45). Christ is, then, in all respects, 
qualified to reign and rule, in a kingdom which is efer* 
nal and yet material and retd* He has been our prophet, 
%a our priest, and unU be our king. 

Let us inquire who will be the subjects of this king* 
dom. Our text says, ** The kingdom shall not be left to 
other people^ which clearly affirms, that the people of 
the kingdom shall be a distinct people^ a separate^ select 
dass of people^ with whom ' other people* shall have no 
inheritance. Who the ' other people* are, to whom this 
kingdom *' shall not be lefl,** we are not here expressly 
told ; but, on reflection, we shall certainly come to a 
definite conclusion, both in regard to the rightful occu- 
pants and to these — for, if this kingdom is set up by the 
** God of heaven," in a sense more peculiar, than he can 
be said to have set up the other kingdoms, then, the sub- 
sects of this kingdom must be peculiarly his, and all that 
is peculiar in the ** other people," may be, that they are 
not his. This deduction is strictly confirmed by Daniel 
vii. 18 and 27, where, when speaking of this same,king- 
dom, he says : ^ But the saints of the Most High shall 
take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even 
forever and ever." ** And the kingdom and dominion, 
and the greatness of the kingdom' under the whole hea- 
ven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the 
Most High, whose' kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
and all dominions shall serve and obey him." The sub- 
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jects of this kingdom, then, are the "saints of the Most 
High," those who, through much tribulation, have wash- 
ed their rob^s and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. — (Rev. vii. 14.) 

Therefore, we see, that Christ and the Redeemed by 
bis blood, constitute the executive and the occupants of 
the- kingdom in the text — and the New Jerusalem, we 
may well expect, will be the metropolis ; — ihe JVew Jem- 
Baltm^ — and not the ^ Jerusalem which now is, and is in 
bondage with her children,but Jerusalem which is above** 
and "is free ;" (Gal.iv. 25,26,)~that city for which Abra- 
ham looked, ^ which hath foundations, whose maker and 
builder is God ;" (Heb. xi. 10)— for, when, in revelation, 
St. John saw this kingdorh established, he says — *'I heard 
a great voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, the taber- 
nacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them 
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God." — " And I saw the New- 
Jerusalem coming down from God, out of heaven, pre- 
pared as a bride adorned for her husband." — ** I saw no 
temple therein, for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb, are the temple of it." — " And the city had no need 
of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it, for the 
glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof." — " And the nations of them which are saved, 
shall walk in the light of it" — " And there shall in no 
wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither work- 
eth abomination, or a lie, but, they which are written in 
the Lamb's book of life." — " And God shall wipe away 
all tears from ihtir eyes, and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain, for the former things are passed away*"-*- 
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" I make all things new | # * » These worcls are true 
and faithful. * * * « • It is done! — I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end. — I will give unto 
him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life 
freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things, and 
I will be his God, and he shall be my son. But, the 
fearful, and unbelieving, and tlie abominable, and mur- 
derers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with' fire and brimstone" ! ! (See Rev. xxi.) 



'•^Hth^n: 
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DISQUISITION II. 



7^ fourth beast shall he the fourth kingdom upon 
earth, — Daniel vii. part 23d v. 

The vision recorded in this chapter, was seen by Dan- 
iel B. C. 555 ; and is the first in that series which was 
presented to Daniel, at various' times, through a long: 
succession of years. The chapter appears susceptible 
of six divisions. ] 

J. The prophet makes his introduction, by sayings, that 
in the first year of Belsha^zar, king of Babylon, he had a 
dream and vision; and that he "wrote the dream, and 
told the sum of the matters." This he says in the first' 
verse. 

2. He gives us the vision, in the 2d — 14th verses. 

3. He informs us in what manner he was affected by 
the vision, and, that he made inquiries to know the truth 
of it. This occupies the 15th and 16th verses, 

4. In the 17th and 18th verses, he gives us the reply,, 
which was made to his inquiries. This reply is a gen- 
eral interpretation of the vision. 

5. He shows the anxiety he had, in regard to the 
fourth beast : and makes special inquiry, first, as to the 
beast, second, as to its ten horns, and third, more es- 
pecially, as to the little horn, of which, in the 21st and 
22d verses, he gives several additional particulars. This, 
occupies the 19th— 22d verses. 

6. Ho gives us in the 23d— 28th verses, the reply 
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which was made to his special inquiries, and which is 
an answer, in exact accordance with the inquiries made. 

In reading this vision, we are immediately arrested by. 
the inquiry — * What are the beasts ? and what the sea, 
and the winds that strive upon it ?' We must all allow, 
that they are emblems, for, no one can suppose, that 
all this grandeur of revelation is made simply of nat- 
ural winds and of ^< beasts that perish.'* If, then, they 
are emblems, of what are they emblematical ? For in- 
struction here, we must look to the sure word and tes- 
timony, " for, the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God," and his prophecies should not be interpreted 
by those surmisings, *' which man's wisdom teacheth." 
(Psalm xlix. 20, and xix. 7; 1 Cor. iii. 19, and ii. 13.) 

In Eph. iv. 14th, we read — ♦* Be no mbre children, tos- 
sed to and fro, and carried about by every wind of doc- 
trine, by the slight of men, and cunning crafliness^ 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive," &c. And in Ezek. 
xxxvii. 9th — first clause 14th — " Then said he unto me 
prophecy unto tlie winds, prophecy, son of man, and say 
to the wind. Thus saith the Lord God) Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
•they may live. So I prophesied, as he commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood 
upon their feet, an exceeding great army. Then he said 
unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel : behold they say. Our bones are dried, and our 
hope is lost ; we are cut off for our parts. Therefore 
prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Iiord — Be- 
hold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause 
you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into 
the land of Israel. — And ye shall know that I am the 
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Lofd, when I have opened your graves, O my people, 
and brought you up out of your graves — and shall put 
my spirit in you, ttnd ye shall live.^ Whence we learn, 
that wind is employed, as an emblem^ to represent, first, 
any spedous, but recdly unsound, doctrine^ and, second, to 
represent spirit, cause of life and action. 

In Jer. 11 42d— 44th and the 53d, we read— *« The seals 
come up upon Babylon : she is covered with the multi- 
tude of the waves thereof. Her cities are a desolation, 
a dry land, and a wilderness, a land wherein no man 
dwelleth, neither does any son of man pass thereby. And 
I will punish Bell in Babylon, and I will bring forth out 
of his mouth that which he hath swallowed up : and the 
nations shall not Jlow together any more unto him ; yea, 
the wall of Babylon shall fall. Though Babylon should 
mount up to heaven, and though she should fortify the 
height of her strength, yet from me shall spoilers come 
unto her, saith the Lord." And in Rev. xvii. J5th — 
*< The waters which thou sawest, are peoples, and niulti- 
tndes, and nations, and tongues :"— showing sea to be 
used to represent people, spoilers ; and waters, to rep- 
resent peopUs, muliiiudes, nations, tongues. 

In Danl. vii. 17th, we read^**' These great beasts, which 
are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the 
earth ;" — and in our text : " The fourth beast shall be the 
fourth kingdom upon earth." 

Here, then, we have the emblems explained, by bible 
testimony ; and, were they succeeded, by what they im- 
ply, the 2d and dd verses of the chapter would read : — 'I 
saw in jny vision, by night, and behold, false sentiment, 
and restless passion, (constituting wordly ambition,) 
Jtrove univenally, among the people of the world and 
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four great kingdoms came up from among the people, di 
verse one from another,' 

Daniel, having shown the vision, and having told how 
he was afiectcd by it, and also given the general inter- 
pretation, says, in the 19th and 20th verses : " Then I 
would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was di- 
verse from all the others, exceeding dreadful, who^o teeth 
were of iron, and his nails of brass ; which devoured, 
break in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet ; 
and of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the 
other which came up, and before whom three fell ; even 
of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very 
great things, whose look was more stout than his fel- 
lows." To the request, embodied in these words, our 
text is the commencement of the reply: — ^ The fourth 
beast, shall be THE FOVRTU kingdom upon earth." — 
This kingdom, I design to show, to be the Roman king- 
dom. 

I. The Roman kingdom, like the fourth beast, was 
" dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly^ (7th v.) 

It was " drefi^uly^ from its grasping ambition ; " terri" 
i/c," in its despotic power ; and " strong exceedingly,^ by 
its military force and influence. From a single city, in 
eight centuries, it grasped the world. Fcom the rule of 
a few justicc-slipt vagrants, it swayed universal empire; 
and, from force, scarce sufficient for self-defence, it ruled 
the world with its fleets and armies. (See Disq. i. 10 — lH,) 

II. It was " diverse from aW* kingdoms " that were &e- 
fore i<." (7th verse.) 

It was diverse from its predecessors, first, in its origin : 
it was founded by fugitives and nurtured by rapine.—- 
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Second, it wa6 diverse, in its government: being", 1. Re- 
gal, 2. Dictatorial, 3. Pretorian, 4. Consulate, 5. Triom- 
virate, 6. Imperial, and 7, Papal. Again— It was di- 
verse, in its religion : it was first Pagan, and thon, 
Christian. 

III. From the Roman kingdom^ arose ten kingSt toho^ in 
a special manner^ connected themselves with the Christian 
church. 

In the 24th verse, we read : " And the ten horns, out of 
this kingdom, are ten kings that shall arise." 

The Holy Spirit, in directing the prophets, inspires 
them to give the civil history of a people, no farther 
Chan they are connected with the church or cause of 
God. Hence, we find that western Rome is nrach more 
prominent, in prophecy, than eastern Rome; and hence^ 
too, when we read that the beast had ten horns, we are 
not necessarily required to believe, that it had no more, 
but, whether having more, many or few, that ten had a 
peculiar connection with the divine plan. And, indeed 
we find, that, though the beast is said to have ten hornfl^ 
eleven are actually brought to view. ^See first clause 
^ofthe 8th verse.) The sense appears to be, that of the 
original horns, ten were immediately connected with the 
present subject. Intimation, also, is clearly made, as te 
what ten these are, viz,, the first. (8lh verse.) "I consid- 
ered the horns, and, behold, there came up amOng them 
another little hom, beTore whom there were three of the 
^rffi ^rn* plucked up by the roots." 

According to the best airthorities, ^c ^rat fen kings 
%n western Rome were — 1, the Huns, who established 
themselves Is Hungary, A. D. 356 ^ 2, the Qstro- 
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goths, in Mysia, A. D. 377 ; 3, the Visigoths, in Panno- 
nii^ A. D. 378 ; 4, the Franks, in France, A. D. 407 ; 
5^ the Vandals, in Africa, A. D. 407 ; 6, the Sueves and 
*AIans, in Gaseoigne and Spain, A. D. 407 ; 7, the Bur- 
gundiiins, in Burgundy, A. D. 407; 8, the Heruli and 
;Ragii, or Turingi, in Italy, A. D. 476; 9, the Saxons 
ftnd Angles, in Britain, A. D. 476 ; and 10, the Lombards, 
in Germany, A. D. 483. 

These kings, at the time of their respective settle- 
ments, were Pagans; but were all baptized into the 
Christian profession, by the year A. D. 508, and after, 
gave their power and influence, more or less, to estab- 
iish Popery. 

IV. After the establishment of the ten kings in the Ro- 
man empire, there came up among them, another king, 
which exhibited all the peculiarities of the little horn, 
among the ten horns of the beast, — in time, plactf cir» 
tumstanccj eharctctery Kudi history, 

1, Peculiarities of Time, Place, and Circnmstanee. 

The little horn was to arise aJUr the ten. (See 24th v.) 

The little horn was to arise among the ten. (See 
Btli verse.) 

The little horn was to be tsiahlisked, when it had sub- 
dued three of the ten. This appears from the 8th, and 
the 24th and 25th verses. In both these references, 
where the little horn is spoken of, his character and au^ 
ffiorUy are brought to view, immtdiately afttrhuft triple 
conquest. 

In A. D. 493, ten years after the establishment of the 
last of the ten kings, the Heruli, in Rome and Italy, were 
subverted by the Ostrogoths. Thus fell one horn of the 
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ten. In A. D. 534, the Vandals, in Africa, were com- 
pletely subdued by Belisarius, a general of the empe- 
ror, Justinian, and thus fell a second of the ten* In A. T). 
538, in the month of March, the same general, Belisa- 
rius, repulsed the Ostrogoths and retained quiet posses- 
sion of Rome ; and thus fell a third of the tea. Here, 
it is necessary to observe, that in the final result, the 
(three horns have been swallowed up, by one power, and 
that power, among and not cfy the ten : or, in other words, 
that Justinian, the emperor of the east, in A. D. 5(^ 
eonquered the Vandals in Africa, and in A. D« 53d 
conquered the Ostrogoths in Rome, who themselves had 
conquered the Ifcruli, and in this way represented and 
were two of the ten, so that, by one general, three of the 
original horns w«re subdued, and ^ plucked up by the 
roots.'* 

Constaatine, the Great, ascended the tiirone, A. D. 
306, and under him, the Roman kingdom became nomi- 
nally Christian ; but the truth not having been received, 
by all, in the love of it, the church was early divided by 
infidelity, and Athanasius, on the part of the ortfaodo3C, 
and Arius, his opponent, were each, at different times, 
in favor at the court Justinian, who ascended the 
throne A. D. 527, was orthodox, in his sentiments, and a 
warm supporter of the faith. The VaDda,j8, in Africa, 
at this time were Arians, and tHose of the catholic order 
suffered much by their persecution : but Heldric, oa 
his accession to the Vandal throne, showed himself of 
mild disposition, and also friendly to his catholic sub- 
jects ; and his ascension wais marked by a salutary edict, 
which restored two hundred bishops to their churches, 
and allowed the free profession of the Athanasiaooreed. 
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This was great favor, yet was far short of the desires of 
the catholics, on the one band, and much exasperated the 
Arians, on the other, so that Helric soon sunk from the 
throne to a dungeon. Justinian, here, undertook the de- 
fiverance ofHeldric ; but all his demands being vain, he 
determined, at length, under the pretext of liberating ,& 
captive monarch, to invade the Vandal kingdom. The 
invasion resulted in its complete subjugation A. D. 53^. 
The same year, er the year previous, was adopted the 
famous code of laws, by a decree of which, the bishop of 
Rome was declared "The head of all the churches.'^ — 
This decree appointed the bishop to his office, but, as> 
yet, the Roman see was in the hands of the Ostrogoths^ 
and they,, as Arians, were opposed to the ambitious de- 
signs of the orthodox clergy^ Justinian, to enforce lhi» 
decree, withstood their opposftion, expelled them fronk 
the city, and established the Papal power. Therefore,, 
we perceive, that it was the catholic faiOi which prompt- 
ed and stimulated to the subversion of these kingdomsv 
and that Justinian was but the loval servant, in these 
matters, whilst incipient Popery was the directmg pow- 
er. Here, then, the three partiCutars of the Little Horn, 
relating to its introduction, combine in the catholic reli- 
gion, in order to establish the Papal form, or, Papacy : 
whi«h arose after the ten kin^s— among" the ten king-\ 
and became established by the plucking up of three of 
the kings. 

2. Peculiarities of Character and History. 

1. The Little Horn was to be " diverse from (he firsV* 
boms. 

2k It was to ** speak great words against the Most 
Bigh}' 
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3. It was to ^\toear out the sainia ofiht Most HigkP 

4. It was to *' think to change times and laws,^^ 

5. Tlie saints were to." be given into his hand, until or 
time and times and the dividing oftime,^^ 

6. The judgment was to set, and his dominion was to 
he taken away. (See tlie 24th — 26ih verses.) 

1. Papacy was ^* diverse^ from the first ten kings, in 
three respects, viz. — in the manner of acquiring its pow- 
er — in the nature of the power acquired — and, in reli- 
gious character. 

The ten kings estctblished themselves by personal valor 
and the perils of the sword. On the contrary, Popery 
arose by fostering care, the creatwe of those in power.— ^ 
The authority of the ten king^ was ciml t the authority 
of the Pope wdk3 ecclesiastical. The ten kinifs were first 
Pagan and then Christian : Papacy was always Christ^ 
tan. 

2. Papacy has spoken ** great words against the Most 
High.'^ Blasphemy has always attached to the Papal 
character. We fi.nd it, in the Pope*s letter of Sept., 
1840, entitled, "Encyclical Letter of Our JIfo** Holi^ 
Lord^ Gregory XVI, (! !) by Divine Providence, Pojoe" / 
In this letter, he says that lie is ** charged with the sit- 
perintendence o^ the whole fold of Jesus Chrisij and the 
care of all the ehifrchts*^ ! &c. 

3. Papacy has " ivom out the saints of the Most High.** 
This is amply testified, by the more than 50,000,000 of 
innocent, unoffending Christians, who have sufiered mar- 
tyrdom ai ils^^sloody hands. 

4. Papacy has " thought ta change times and laws,^ ir>- 
asmuch as it has made the commandments of Gcd of 
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'^none effect,'^ and has substituted its own authority Tot 
that of the scriptures, and forbidden many things which 
they allow. It has sought to change the face of all king- 
doms and powers, and to engross all authority as its own. 
There have been no honors too high, no possessions too 
dear, and no dominion too extensive, for its ambition, 
and its unhallowed lusts ! And all its darings it has at- 
tempted, and all its crimes it has justified, through the 
asserted inheritance of St Peter's Patrimony ! ! 

5. The saints were *^ given into the Jiands''* of Papacy^ 
^ a time, and times and the dividing of timer 

These terms, **<uiie, and timjss and the. dividing of 
timtj^ are commonly considered to indidlite, forty-two 
prophetic mordhs^ or twelve hundred and sixty years ; — a 
" time" being a year of three hundred and sixty days, 
and ^ times," two years of three hundred and sixty days, 
or seven hundred and twenty days, and "the divi- 
ding of time," a half year of three hundred and sixty 
days, equal to one hundred and eighty days ; making in 
all, twelve hundred and sixty days. And each day is 
supposed to stand for a year. 

If it be true, that the saints were given into the hands 
of Papacy, Papacy must fulfil the various conditions of 
the vision ; and if it does fulfil these conditions, .this 
will, probably, enable us to determine at what period, 
the time here spoken of commenced. And, if the time 
has ended, by the fulfilment of the prophecy we can, 
probably, ascertain its end; and, if thus, both its begin- 
ning and end are ascertained, we shall, certainly, under- 
stand the terms in which it is given. It therefore may 
he possible to establish the length of a prophetic 'Uime 
and times and the dividing of time," without any argu- 
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meDts drawn from the book of Re?elatioiL Tke etent,, 
to commence this period, is, the giring of the saints into 
the hands of the little horn ; and, to ascertain the date of 
this event, we notice, that four particulais were to prt^ 
cede it, 

1. Four kingdoms were to arise. — (24th verse.) 

2. Out of the Fourth Kingdom, fen Jdng9 were to 
arise. — (24th verse.) 

3. After ten kings bad arisen from the Fourth King- 
dom, one king was to arise among them.— (8th and 24th 
verses.) 

4.' This one,, was to conquer t&reeo/'f Ae/r9l—(8di and 
24th verses^). 

These are all the particulars, predicted to prteede the 
event, and,, consequently, we must begin the period here» 
or, leave a vacuum in the chain of propliecy* 

We have already noticed these particulars, and have 
found them tending to, and centering in, the supremacy 
of the Pope. To begin here, then, we say that ^ the 
saints were given into the hands^^ of Popery, when Jus- 
tinian, having decreed the Pope** Head of all the church- 
es,'* actiudlif established kim in the enjoxfment of thai eft- 
cree, A, D. 538. From that time, the power of the Pope 
rapidly increased, both in spirttoal and in temporal mat- 
ters. He foi^ve sins, granted indulgences, persecu- 
ted the true church, and assumed the power of * binding* 
and Moosing,' in the eternal world. He dissolved the 
loyalty of subjects to their princes : he dethroned king% 
and put his foot upon the necks of conquerers ; and, in 
these matters, he was not materially and effeetnally re- 
strained, until the days of the French revolution ; when, 
by the hand of Bonaparte, Berthier^his general, bis gov* 
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crnment in Italy was abrogated, a republican form rais- 
ed in its stead, and himself carried a captive to France, 
A. D. 1798. 

From A. D. 538, the time that all the churches were 
confirmed in the hand of the Pope, to A. D. 1798, the 
time that the Pope's dominion was taken away, is 1260 
years, — showing, from the fulfilment of the prophecy, 
that " a time, and times and the dividing bf time," -is, what 
it has been supposed to be, a period of twelve hundred 
and sixty years. 

6. The sixth peculiarity, in regard to the little horn, 
is, in the language of the prophecy, " The judgment shall 
siti and they shall take away his dominionJ^ The idea, 
here, is not of the final judgment, for that judgment is at 
the consummation, but the judgment, here spoken of, is 
not. (26th verse;) '*But the judgment shall sit, and they 
shall take away his dominion, lo consume and to de- 
stroy it unto the end^^ This judgment was to *take 
away the dominion^ of the little horn, but not to destroy 
the little horn ; for, the little horn was to continue sub- 
ject to consumption and destruction, " unto the end." — 
"They shall take away his dominion, to consume and to 
destroy it unto the end," — executing, not the final judg- 
ment, but, a particular judgment, upon the little horn. — 
This judgment was consummated on the Papal power, 
February 15, J 798, by Berthier, a general of Napoleon ; 
who then entered Rome without resistance, deposed the 
Pope, abrogated his . government, erected a republic in 
its place, and took the Pope prisoner, first to Scienna, in. 
Tuscany, from thence to Florence, afterwards to Greno- 
ble, and then to Valence, in Prance, where he died, on 
tiie 19th of August, A. D. 1799; bringing to pass tha 
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prophecy of the Revelator, xiii. 10, " He that leadeth in- 
to captivity, shall g^o into captivity, he that killeth wiih 
the sword, must be killed with the sword." 

There arose a. power in the Roman kingdom, then, 
whieh assumed, exercised and suffered, the nine pecu- 
liarities of the fourth beast's little horn. 

V. In the fifth place, I maintain, that the fourth 
beast was the Roman kingdoin, from the fact, that the 
Roman kingdom was "the fourth kingdom upon earth." 
Our text says, ^*The fourth beast shall be the fourth 
kingdom upon tarlhJ^ By the world's united voice, the 
great kingdoms of antiquity were, — 1, the Babylonian ; — 
2, the Medo-Persian ; — 3, the Grecian ; — and, by what 
principles, (ptinciples, for authorUy\s every where oppo- 
sed,) by what principles it can appear, that the Roman 
kingdom was not that which succeeded the Grecian, and 
was not the fourth kingdom, is past my comprehension. 
And how. the division of any kingdom, among its own 
people, into four parts, can constitute one new kingdom^ 
and how the Holy Ghost could say, that the division of 
the Grecian kingdom should be the fourth kingdom, and. 
thereby make the Roman kingdom the fifth, when the 
" God of heaven" had revealed to Daniel, that His king- 
dom should be the fifth, are equally mysterious to me. — 
(See Disq. i. p. 30.) 

These are the arguments, by which I am convinced, 
that the subject of our text is the Roman kingdom; and, 
seeing every part of the vision, and every point in the 
interpretation, harmonize with, and, not only so, but 
either directly, or indirectly, enforce this sentiment, 
were I to doubt it^ truth, and adopt any other, I might 
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flospeot myself, not so much of d^ieieney of faith, as of 
that excess, which produces credulity, and, against evi- 
dence, believes without evidence.* 



* See Note 11. at the end of the book* 
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How long shaU he the vision^ concerning the daily aae- 
rifice and the transgression of desolation, ta give both the 
sanUtMry and the host to he trodden underfoot ? — Danl. 
viii. part ISth v. 

This question, witli the answer accompanying it, is 
the main pillar, with some bible students, to support the 
doctrine of tlie second advent, in A. D. 1843: whilst an- 
other class, with the light elicited by it, can see nothing 
beyond Antiochus Epiphanes, cir. B. C. 160. It was 
made, in the hearing of Daniel, immediately after the 
conclusion of the vision and prophetic instruction, re- 
corded in the 3d — 12th verses of this chapter. I wish 
to remark, in the beginning, that, in order to examine any 
scripture, ybr oneself independently^ it is necessary to lay 
aside all obligations to any exposition, before given, and 
to come directly to the Daked word and be confined 
thereto. The truth of this remark is very obvious ; for, 
if we start with an hypothesis, it is not the scripture, 
which we are examiningt but, the hypothesis, which we 
are establishing by it 

The subjects designed by the ram and he goat, in the 
present scripture, are put beyond all doubt, by the plain 
and positive declarations of the 20th and 21st verses : — 
but the Little Horn, being only declared to be "a king 
of fierce countenance," is left in a state, which has caus- 
ed it to be made a subject of discussion and dispute. In 
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relation to it,- 1 maintain, that oar translators, in addition 
to the strict performance of their appropriate work, have, 
also, given us their commentary. The term, "daily," 
occurs three times, in the prophecy, and in all three, the 
translators have appended an expletive ; showing there- 
by, that, in their opinion, the sense of the Spirit was not 
complete, in the tej-ra " daily," alone. Influenced, prob- 
ably, by such words as these, " sanctuary," "host," and, 
"prince of the host," which are found, in the connectioD, 
they appended * sacrifice.^ " And by him the daily sac- 
rifice was taken away." — " And a host was given him 
against the daily sacrifice,^ — " How long shall be the vi- 
sion, concerning the daily sacrificed — (I lib, 12th and 
13th verses.) If the word supplied be allowed, the term, 
" daily sacrifice," must, of necessity, refer to the sacri- 
fices of Paganism, or, to the sacrifices of the Jews. That 
the translators designed the former reference, has never 
been supposed, and the marginal references show plain- 
ly, that the latter has been the one adopted. The senti- 
ment, that reference was made to Jewish sacrifices, being 
received as correct, in the minds of the translators, it 
also appeared necessary, in order to give ths sense, in 
the 13th vcrc?e, to supply another word, viz. — '^ conceit' 
in^.^^ — "How long shall be the vision, concerning the 
daily sacrifice?" It is by no means certain that these 
supplements are at all correct, and, therefore, in a criti- 
cal examination, should be suppressed, and the prophe- 
cy, naked and alone, allowed to appear : and if we make 
this purgation in the translation, the idea of the Jewish 
sacntuary, and sacrifices, vanish from the prophecy, and 
the Sanctuary and Daily are left to be found. 



9th — 13th vs. — * And out of one of them came forth a 
little horn which waxed exceeding great, toward the 
South, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant 
land. And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven ; 
and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the 
ground, and stamped upon them. Yea, he magnified 
himselfeven to the prince of the host, and by him the 
Daily was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary 
.was cast down. And a host was given against the Daily, 
by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth 
to the ground ; and it practised and prospered. Then I 
heard one saint speaking and another saint said unto 
that certain saint which spake. How long the Vision, 
the Daily, and the Transgression of Desolation, to give 
both the Sanctuary and the Host to be trodden under 
foot.?' 

* How long the Vision V &c. What vision ? The 
vision just recorded. Let. us read, — *How long the 
Vision, the Daily, and the Transgression of Desolation, 
to give both the Sanctuary and the Host to be trodden 
under foot ? And he said unto me. Unto 2300 days ; 
then shall the Sanctuary be cleansed. And it came to 
pass, when I, even I, Daniel, had seen the vision, and 
sought for the meaning, then, behold, there stood before 
me as the appearance of a man." — ^(13th — 15th versos.) 
" ^nrf it came to pass, when h even I, Daniel, had seen the 
vision,^ &c. — We must admit that the vision here, is the 
same as the vision inquired of in the text, or, must main- 
tain that two distinct visions are brought to view, with- 
in the space of the 13th— 15th verses. If the vision re- 
ferred to, in the 15th verse, is the same as. the vision in- 
quired of in the text, then, the vision inquired of in the 
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text is the vision immediately preceding the text, since 
the verses ful lowing, show plainly, that the vision refer- 
red to, in the 15th verse, is the vision of the ram and 
he goat ; but, if another vision is referred to, in the 15th 
verse, different from that referred to in the text, then, 
the text, since it is preceded by the vision of the ram 
and the goat, and is succeeded by an interpretation of 
the same, is cut off on both sides, and is connected with 
nothing ! (See 13th — first prediction Slst verses.) The. 
vision, then, is the vision of the ram and he goat ; and, 
if so, the question was asked for the sake of Daniel, or, 
for the sake of those who should read his prophecy, fori 
otherwise, why should the question.be asked in Daniel's 
hearing ? and why should Daniel record it ? and why 
should the answer be specially addressed to Daniel ? 

Let us determine, — 1. Whether the entire question 
which is our text was proper. 2. Whether it is intelli^ 
gent. And 3. Whether it was designed, as U wa$ giv^ 
en, — 1, I premise, that the question was proper, in cfe- 
sis^fh because the inquirer was not rebuked, but answer- 
ed — and, that it was proper in itself^ unless it asked 
more than was involved in the occasion of it— -2, That 
it is intelligent, unless the inquirer was wanting in in- 
telligence, or did not care to use it— 3, That it was 
designed, as it icas given, unless the inquirer was una- 
ble precisely to announce his inquiry, or was indifferent, 
(else ill-designing,) as to what be did inquire. Who 
then was the inquirer? The word, rendered in the 
first part of the 13th verse '< certain saint," is, in the mar- 
gin, translated, " The Numberer of Secrete," or, " The 
Wonderful Numberer," and must mean a person of ex- 
traordinary rank, and ther^ore is supposed to be tb^ Son 



of God, for, StJobti says, (L 16.) ^Ho man hath seen 
God, at any time $ the only begotten Son, which %8 in the 
hosom of the FcUher, he hath declared kim^* The inquirer 
is the associate companion, in this vision, of this ** Won* 
derful jSTumberer,''* Inasmuch, then, as the question pro* 
posed, refers to the Vision of Daniel, and was asked in 
Daniel's heart ng^^ and inasmuch as the answer, by special 
address, was griven unto Daniel^ can it be supposed, that 
the inquirer — ^the saint— this companion of the " Won- 
derful Numberer,^ inquired, audibly, exacUy at the con^ 
elusion of th^ prophetic view, the duration of any things, 
not presented in that view ? or, that through want of in« 
lelligence, or, of care to exercise inteiligence^ he asked 
an unrntelligent question ? or, that through inability, he 
could not precisely announce his inquiry, or, through 
indifference, heeded not what he did inquire? Can it 
be supposed ? — If not, then we are forced to admit, that 
the question is strictly proper, intelligent, and designed. 
And, again, can it be supposed,*, that the Wonderful 
Numberer would have received and answered, without 
correction or comment, a question which was not prop- 
er, intelligent, and relevant ? Certainly not ; and, con-> 
eeqneiitly, anew, the conclusion, that the question is ex- 
actly right in every part, and, that aU its subjects must 
have before appeared, either in the vision, or with it. 

The subjects of the question, or, the text, are, the Vi- 
sion — ^the Daily— the Translation of Desolation— the 
Sanctuary, and the Host The last four are not em- 
blems, but names of certain things that actually were, 
or, actually were to be, in existence, as relative agents 
and objects. They are proper names, and, the question, 
'To what are they appropriated? is a weighty one.-— 
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' How long tlie Vision, the Z>a%, and the TransgresBwn 
of Desolation, to give both the Sanctuary and the Host 
to be trodden under foot?" 

A vision is something seen, and, though prophetic in- 
spiration may accompany vision, and be most intimately 
connected with it, yet, vision, in strict sense, can ex- 
tend no farther than subjects are presented to the sight* 
Hence, I conceive the term, " vision," in the text, not to 
include all that had been previously presented to the 
mind of Daniel, but, only that which had been presented 
to his sight, viz., that occupied in the narration, from the 
3d — first prediction 9th verse. It is evident, that the re- 
mainder, to the 12lh verse inclusive, was not taught by 
yision, for, how could a little Jiorn, coming up oui of an" 
other horn, be seen, with natural eyes, to wax great,, phy- 
sically, (for until this the representations were physical,) 
toward the south, east, and pleasant land, and wax great 
even to the host of heaven, and to cast down some of 
the host to the ground, and to stamp upon them ? and 
how could it be seen to magnify itself, even to the 
Prince of the host, and to take away the Daily and cast 
down the place of his sanctuary ? and how could it be 
seen to cast the truth to the ground ? — The Vision, then, 
in strict sense, embraces only the ram and the he goat, 
with their appendages. 

The Daily, whatever it may be, is something which 
was to be taken away by t^e little horn. (See 11th verse, 
first two predictions.) 

The Transgression of Desolation, if we duly consider 
the construction x)f the 13th verse, and the sentiment just 
established, viz., that all the subjects of the question must 
/tave htfore appeared in, or in connection with, the vision. 
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we shall be forced to allow, is the little horn. The con- 
struction of the 13th verse, the text, is such as ahiicst 
necessarily to define the Transgression of Desolation as 
an actor — one of the agents by whom the Sanctuary and 
Host were to be trodden under foot. The text reads — 
* How long the vision, the Daily and the Transgression 
of Desolation^ to give both the Sanctuary and the Host^ 
to be trodden under fo^tf — clearly implying, that the 
Daily and the Transgressi(5n of Desolation were the 
agents, by whom the 'treading under foot' was to bo 
accomplished. Again— The character, implied in the 
name, is decidedly the character of an agent, and not 
of an object: the ^^ Transgression of Desolation^^ or, as 
the margin reads, strongly confirming our view, ** Trmis- 
gression of making desolate,''* Its character is that of a 
desotatory — the character of one ^^ making dtsolate^^ and, 
what, in' the prophecy preceding, bears this character, 
to which the terms can apply, but the little horn ? Cer- 
tainly nothing. 

The Sanctuary and Host are the objects of the action 
contemplated in the question. "How long the vision,*' 
&c., '•'to give both the Sanctuary and the Host to be trod- 
den under foot ?" They are the objects of the action con- 
templated : and, as to what the Host is, there has been but 
little variance of opinion ; but, as to the Sanctuary, there 
has been much. I understand, that the Sanctuary is 
brought into the prophecy, at the close of the 9ih verse, 
under the name of the " Pleasant," or, as our bibles 
read, "Pleasant Land." The Host is noted in the 10th 
verse, in the 11th verse, and in the text, and is explain- 
ed, in the 24th verse, to mean "The mighty and the ho- 
ly p'-o.fJc. 
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Thus, in my jadgment) the text is a most exquisite, 
perhaps I might properly say divine, analysis of the 
whole prophecy; presenting, 1, Medo-Persia and Gre- 
cia, under the term, the *' Vision," — 2, the Holy Land, 
which has been trodden under fbot h^ theae^ and by their 
successors, under the term, the ^ Sanctuary,'^— 3, a cer- 
tain something, which was to bo taken away subsequent 
to the time of the ** Vision," i, e. subsequent to the time 
of Medo-Persia and Grecia—- and w^ich is called the 
** Daily^^-^, an iniquitous and desolating power, which 
is called the ** Transgression of Desolation,*^ — and 5, tfa^ 
true church, the holy people, who are called the *^ Host :** 
and whom, as also the '* Sanctuary,'* the *' Daily" and 
the '* Transgression of Desolation" were to tread unddr 
foot 

This view, to my mind, is both natural and forcible. 
It presents the inquiry, in that form which we should ex- 
pect from the higher order of intelligences whence it 
came. It allows to the question a character, pure, com- 
prehensive, exact, analytical ; and it certainly commends 
itself to our judgment and to our reverence, more than 
one which requires us to consider the question defective 
and shapeless ; and, farther, in my opinion, it is the only 
view which is consistent with the original scripture, and 
will be able to stand before a rigid and comparative ex- 
amination. 

To continue the investigation, then, having decided 
what the ** Vision" is, and what the " Host" is, and that 
** Transgression of Desolation" is another name for the 
little horn, expressive of its character, let us inquire, •/ , 
what "^ Transgression of DesoUxtiot^ is the name, or, in 
other words, whai the " Transgrcction of Desolation^** off 



V 



rftopasciiEs of oAifipUe* 03 

** LiUle Hom^^ t$. Some interpret the prophecy so as 
to apply the Little Horn to Antiochiis Epiphanes. " But," 
says Dr, Scott, ^many insuperable objections He against 
this interpretation." And, says Sir Isaac Newton, ** This 
horn was at first a little one aiid waxed exceeding 
great ; but so did not Antiochus. His kingdom, on the 
contrary, was weak, and tributary to the Romans ; and 
he did not enlarge it. The horn was a king of fierce 
countenance, and destroyed wonderfully, and prospered 
and practised ;— but Antiochus was frightened out of 
Egypt by a mere message of the Romans, and afler* 
wards, routed and baffled by the Jews. The horn was 
mighty by another's power: Antiochus acted by his 
own. The sanctuary and host were trampled under 
foot) two thousand and three hundred days, and in Dan- 
iel's prophecies, days are put for years ; but the profana- 
tion of the temple, in the reign of Antiochus, did not last 
80 many natural days." 

Others have supposed Mohammedism to have been 
designed by the Little Horn: but some of the objections 
to this interpretation of the prcphecy, are, in the words 
of Mr Litch, (Kingdom ^f God, vol. i. p. 142,) 1, that 
** Mohammedism did not come out of one of the four 
horns of the goat, but out of Arabia, which Alexander 
never conquered,*' — % that the Little Horn " became 
great, but not by his own power," but ^ Mohammedism 
became great by its own efforts and prowess," — 3, that 
" the Little Horn waxed great toward the south, toward 
the east and toward the pleasant lojid ; whereas Moham- 
medism arose in the south and increased toward the 
Xiorih^ — 4, that " the Little Horn waxed great even to 
the host of heavQD, the church, and magnified- himself 
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even to the prince of the host Tkit Mohammeciiern iiei» 
ther professed to be the only church of Jesus Christ, not 
to be, Jesus Christ, and exercise his prerogatives and 
fill his place." 

Again, some suppose the Little Horn, or Transgres- 
sion of Desolation, to be Rome, both Pagan and Papal; 
but this^ application, to me, is far fetched, and difficult. 
} conceive the "Little Horn," the "Transgression of 
Desolation," the King of "Fierce Countenance," to be 
the Pa/?ai power ; nothing less and nothing more; for 
this application is very natural, and the agreement, be- 
tween the two, is exact. 

The events which were to precede the Little Horn 
were three: viz., the reign of the Medo-Persian govern- 
ment, — the rise of the Grecian government, and the di- 
vision of the Grecian government into four parts. These 
events preceded the rise of Papacy. The precise time 
when the Little Horn should "stand tip," was-^ 

1. "In the latter tinae" of the kingdom of the Goat, and 

2. "When the transgressors" had "come to the full." 
(See the 23d verse.) 

1. In relation to the first circumstance, a natural in- 
quiry is. When was the "latter time of their kingdom"? 
i. e. the kingdom of the Goat. To introduce the answer, 
we will ask. When was their first time ? Obviously, 
when they first enjoyed dominion. And how long did 
that continue ? Until they were conquered by the Ro- 
mans. — The Romans subdued the last of the four branch- 
es of the Grecian Government, B. C. 30. The first time 
of their kingdom was then at an end ; but, when the 
Romans abandoned Rome, their capital, and erected the 
goveranient in Byzantium, or Constantinople, in the 
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Grecian territory, they seemed to have left their coantry 
proper, and to have pome to settle^ in the land of the 
Greeks : in her own territory, they there revived the 
Grecian name. They called the g^ovemment there ee- 
tablished, the *' Eastern, or Greek empire/* The sceptre 
was restored, and Grecia was the seat of monarchy as 
in the days of her gflory.. This, I believe to have been 
the commencement of the time designed by the term, 
** latter,^ in the text,-^not the first timo of their king- 
dom» nor yet the last, the time of modem Greece, but 
the time between the two, the "latter.** 

2. In the second place, this Horn was to ^ stand np," 
« when the transgressors" had " come to the full."— 
These transgressors, first, must be such as transgress 
God's laws, for we cannot suppose, that God would speak 
to us of the transgression of any laws, but his :— second, 
they must also be such as have a connection with the 
prophecy, for if not, the interpretation is directly made 
to contain more than the thing interpreted : — third, they 
cannot be the Greelcs, because the Greeks are the im- 
mediate subjects of remark, and these appear to be in- 
troduced, as another class ; — and yet, their being intro- 
duced, in connection with the Greeks, would seem to 
indicate, that they are, in some way or view, related to 
them. What people, then, in the latter time of the king- 
dom of the goat, had such a relation to the Greeks, as 
appears to be intimated in the interpretation, and were, 
also, the transgressors of God's laws ? The Romans.— 
They, in full, answer these conditions. — ^Their connec- 
tion was intimate — the connection of the ruler and the 
ruled ; and they were eminently the transgressors of 
God's laws, from the days of Ropiulus to this same time. 

3 
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Their city was at first, a refuge of thieves and murder- 
ers, and violence and destfuction were in all their ways, 
until the time of our Saviour ; and, when the work was 
finished which the Father had given him to do, they 
were the power that crucified him. By them the city, 
Jerusalem, and the temple, were destroyed. They too 
are the people, who instituted those dreadful persecu-, 
tions against the primitive Christians : and, as by the 
transfer of the Roman government, Greece came to 
enjoy her latter time dominion, so also, at the time of 
that transfer, had the Romans " come to the full." The 
empire was at its greatest extent, in the beginning of 
the second century. From that time, it began to de- 
cline in power and virtue. The removal of the seat of 
government to Constantinople, tended much to weak- 
ness, as it left the western empire more exposed to the 
inroads of the barbarous nations of the north. They, 
then^ began to be its perpetual scourge. By the last of 
the fifth century, they had so overrun the countries, that 
the western empire was extinct, and its capital was in 
the hands of the barbarian. The Romans, in their im- 
perial character, had " come to the full." — Their power 
was spent Their glory soon departed — their city be- 
came oppressed-:-and their integral nationality was 
speedily no more. We inquire, then, What was the 
" Little Horn," the " Transgression of Desolation," the 
**King of Fierce Countenance" — which should stand up, 
when the transgressive Romans had " come to the full," 
and when Grecia enjoyed her " latter time" dominion ? 
It was Popery. Popery arose from Constantinople, 
wliich is in the ancient Grecian dominion, and in the 
northern division of the four, into which Alexander's 
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kingdom was broken, — Popery arose, when the Roman 
power had become weakened ; and, agreeing as it does, 
in the particulars of time and circumstance, with the 
particulars of the Little Horn, by an operation of the 
mind, almost instinctive, we are led to suspect their 
identity. # 

One can hardly be otherwise than confirmed, in the 
sentiment, that Popery and the Little Horn of this chap- 
ter are the same, when it is considered, first, that the 
description of the Little Horn in this chapter, is the 
same as the description of the Little Horn of the sevenUi 
chapter, which has been shown to be Popery, and, sec- 
ond, that the character and exploits of the Little Horn, 
are eminently the character and exploits of Popery. 

We will compare the little horns of the seventh and 
eighth chapters. • ' * . 

VIII. CHAPT. VII. CHAPT. 

1. Their appellation is the same. 



9v. "Out of one of them 
came forth a Little Hom^^ 



8 v. "I considered the 
horns, and behold, there 
came up among them an- 
other Litllt Hom.^* 



2. Both persecuted the true church. 



10 v. " And it cast down 
some of the host and of the 
starSy to the ground, and 
stamped upon tkem.^^ 



25 V. " And shall wear 
out the saints of the Most 
High.'' 



3. Both were blasphemous. 



11 V. " Yea, he magnifi- 
ed himself even to the Prince 
0/ the host:' 



25 V. "And he shall 
speak great words against 
the Most HighJ' 



68 



DISqUISITIOlfS ON THE 



4 Both prospered in an unholy cause. 



12 V. "And it cast doian 
the truth to the ground, and 
it practised and prospered,^ 



25 V. " And think to 
change times and laws, and 
they" (tlic saints) ^ shall be 
given into his handJ* 

5. The success of both, in persecuting Christians, was 

the same. 

21 V. " The same horn 
made war with the saints 



tiBd prevailed against them,* 



24 V. ** Shall prosper and 
practise, and shall destroy 
the mighty and the holy 
peopled* 

6. Both are to continue to the same time, and are to 

have the same end. 

25 V. " J3c shdlt be hro- 22 v.— He prevailed, 
ken toithout hand,^ " UntU the Ancient of days 

came, and judgment was 
given to the saints of the 
Most High, and the time 
came that the saints posses* 
sed the kingdom^^ 

Hence, the little horns of the seventh and eighth 
chapters, have the same appellation, — alike persecute 
the true church, — alike are blasphemous, — alike prosper 
in unrighteousness, — alike succeed in persecuting true 
Christians, and are to continue to the same time, and 
have the same end. 

In the second place, the character and exploits of 
the Little Horn, are eminently the character and ex- 
ploits of Popery. These are given in the 9th— 12th and 
23d--25th verses. 

1. 9th verse — " And out of one of them," (the four 
kingdoms of the goat,) « came forth a little horn," (Popery 
came out of Constantixiople, in the northern division of 
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the four») ** which waxed exceeding great toward the 
south and toward the east and toward the pleasant land." 
Popery spread to the south, ** into Africa, to the east, all 
over the eastern world, and in the time of the Crusades, 
the banner of the cross waved on Mount Zion." 

2. 10th verse — ** And it waxed great, even to the host 
of heaven," " Even" is not in the original, and the mar- 
gin reads, ^'against ;" thus : ^ And it waxed great against 
the host of heaven, and it cast down some of the host 
and of the stars, to the ground, and stamped upon them." 
** The host," is interpreted in the 24th verse to mean the 
" mighty and the holy people ;" accordingly, I under- 
stand " stars" to mean lesser lights among them, — their 
religious teachers. Popery increased in authority against 
the ^' mighty and the.holy people," Christ's followers, and 
cast them down, and those who instructed them, and 
trampled upon them. 

3. Jlthverse — *' Yea, he magnified himself, even to 
the Prince of the host," (Popery assumed, for its chief 
ministers, the titles and attributes, which alone belong 
to God,) *' and by him the daily was taken away, and the 
place of his sanctuary was cast down." This, the tak- 
ing away of the Daily and the casting down of his sanc- 
tuary, I shall examine, presently, and show that Popery 
was the agency, by which these restdta, also, were ac- 
complished. (See pp. 72—73.) 

4. 12th verse—" And a host was given him against 
the daily by reason of transgression, and it. cast down 
the truth to the ground, and it practised and prospered." 
" A host was given him against the Daily." The same 
barbarous kings, of whom we have spoken, at length be- 
came Christian themselves, and sufpbrteiSi together 
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with the Romari people, of the Pope. The casting down 
of the truth to the ground, &c., is thB history of Popery 
in after times. (" By reason of transgression," i. e. of 
the Pagans, against the dictates of Christian humanity, 
in human sacrifices, &c.) 

5. 23d verse — " A king of fierce countenance, and un- 
derstanding dark sentences." Papacy has always made 
pretensions to learning. It has also withheld the bible 
from the common people, and performed the exercises 
of the church, in an unknown tongue : and the fierceness 
of its countenance has been witnessed sufficiently to 

m 

make it known and allowed, nay, dreaded. 

6. 24th verse—" And his power shall be mighty, but 
not by his own power, and he shall destroy wonderfully, 
aiid shall prosper and practise, and. shall destroy the 
mighty and the holy people." Air true of Popery : — its 
power was not self-earned, but w^as given, first, by Jus- 
tinian I, and subsequently, by other kings of the earth. 
It has prospered,^ and destroyed its millions. 

7. 25th verse — "And through his policy he shall 
cause craft to prosper in his hand," (the policy of ac- 
quiring treasure, and the craft of forgiving sins for hire,) 
•* and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and, by 
peace, shall destroy many:" (The spiritual pride of Pa- 
pacy is beyond degree, and in its " deceivableness of 
unrighteousness," it misleads the simple. See 2 Thess. 
ii. 10, &c.) " he shall also stand up against the Prince 
of princes, but he shall be broken without hand." To 
stand up against our Saviour, Popery has never ceased 
to do; and, from 2 Thess. ii. 8, we understand, that it is 
reserved to be consumed by the * spirit of our Lord's 
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mouthy and to be destroyed with the brightness of his 
coming.' , 

Popery, then, is both the little horn of the seventh 
chapter, and the Transgression of Desolation, or, the 
Little Horn of the eighth. 

- In relation to the Daily, 1 have already remarked, that 
there was no idea of saaifice embodied in the term.— 
No : On the contrary, by the testimony of Professor 
Seixas, of New York, it presents the idea o^ cordinuancif 
and wickedness, as if it were, the * Continual Wicked.' 
The construction of the text, too, is such as to intimate 
a name not common, but proper — * How long the Vibioni 
the Daily, and the Transgression of Desolation ?' 

The construction,also, not only seems to make the term 
a proper name, but to mark something animate, an ac- 
tor, who, together with the Transgression of Desolation, 
should tread under foot the Sanctuary and the Host. — 
* How long the Vision, the Daily and the Transgression 
of Desolation, to f^ve both the Sanctuary and the Host 
to he trodden underfoot V 

That the Daily is an actor, an agent, and not a sub- 
ject or something inanimate, is supported by the whole 
tenor of the preceding context Look at the 11th and 
l*2th verses, 

12th verses — 'And an host was given him against the 
Daily 63^ reason of transgression,* We do not often 
speak of inanimate things receiving a host against them, 
neither are they capable of transgression. 

11th verse — " Yea, he," (the Little Horn,) " magnified 
himself even to the Prince of the host"; *and hy himthe 
Daily was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was 
cast down,* ** Place of his sanctuary,** " His," is a per- 
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sonal pronoun ; and more, inanimate things can hardly 
be said to have ^apUxce of their sanctuary J 

' By him the Daily teas taken away^ and the place of 
his sanctuary was east doumJ From these words, it ap- 
pears that the Little Horn, which we have shown to be 
Papacy, was to takt away the Daily, and to cast down 
the place of his sanctuary. As a second point, then, in 
the continuation of our investigations, let us inquire — 

What did Papacy take atroy, the place of whose sanclU' 
ary it cast down, and against which a host was given, by 
reason of transgression f The answer is prompt — Pa- 
ganism. The Roman kingdom became nominally 
Christian, under Constantine, the Great The church, 
from that day, began tobe corrupt : — ^Papacy arose, and 
Paganism came to its support Previous to this, Rome 
had been the seat of Paganism — ^ the place of his sane- 
twvry^ but, now, it was cast down for the service of the 
Pope. 

To "cast down," in this prophecy, is synonymous 
with, to *' subject to one^s own benefit' Thus, in the 
7th, 10th and 12th verses we read, that the he goat '* cast 
down" the ram to the ground, and stamped upon him, 
i. e. subjected him to his own dominion : that the Little 
Horn cast down the Host and Stars to the ground, and 
stamped upon them, i. e. oppressed and subjected them, 
according to his own will : that he also " cast down the 
truth to the ground," and "practised, and prospered," 
i. e. subjected the truth, in order that he might, or, by 
which means he did, practise and prosper. This is the 
sense, in which Rome, the sanctuary of the kingdom, 
was "cast down :" not, that Popery destroyed Rome, or 
razed it to the ground ; but, that Popery came into pos* 
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session of^ and ruled Rome, according to its own will 
and benefiL 

The phrase, ** by reason of transgression,^ I conceive 
to refer to the transgression of Pagan rites and ceremo- 
nies, which we may well suppose, began to shock the 
nation, as enormous, when the gospel light was allowed 
to shiuc. By this light, was seen a milder and a better 
way, and a way, too, which, because it had become cor- 
rupted by detraction from its holiness and the addition 
of worldly character and honors, presented but small re- 
straints upon human passions ; but, than this, rather in- 
vited support, and hence, the Christian Papal church, 
received against Paganism^ a host, a mighty host ; yet, 
as the church was worldly, and her priests ambitious, 
God's true people were called to suffer by her, as well 
as by Paganism — indeed, the two have ever afflicted the 
true saints of God. Paganism was first in the ofiencei 
and Papacy took the office aflerwards. 

The last subject to be considered in the text is the 
Sanctuary ; and I argue that the Sanctuary meant, can- 
not be the Jewish sanctuary, i. e. temple, because that 
sanctuary was destroyed A. D. 70, never to be rebuilt ; 
whereas Popery, which was to tread underfoot this sanc- 
tuary, did not arise, in full character, until A. D. 538 : 
and, again, because there is no reference made, in this 
prophecy, to the Jewish sanctuary, or ordinances. But 
we do find, in the 9th verse, reference made to the 
"Pleasant,". or, as our translators have it, "Pleasant 
Land" ; and since we cannot go out of the prophecy, to 
find the subjects of our text, the question, and since 
there is but one subject, in the prophecy which is ever 
called a * sanctuary'— a person may feel pretty sure, 
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in sayingf, ihtii that subject is the "Sanctuary.'' We 
read : — '* And t)ut of one of them came forth a little 
horn which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, 
and toward the east, and toward the Pleasant LancT — 
Canaan, the land of promise. (See Psal. cvi. 24, and Jer. 
iii. 19.) This is called the Sanctuary, in Ex. xv. 14—17, 
and in Psal. Ixxviii, 52—54. This is the " Saactuary," 
and this sanctuary has been trodden under foot. We 
read, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 9 — 11, that '^Manasseh made Ju- 
dah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and to do 
worse than the heathen, whom the Lord had destroyed 
before the children of Israel. And the Lord spake to 
Manasseh, and to his people: but they would not hear- 
ken. Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the cap- 
tains of the host of the king of Assyria, who took Ma- 
nasseh, among the thorns, and bound him with fetters, 
and carried him to Babylon." Manasseh, by repentance, 
was allowed to return " into his kingdom," and to -ascend 
the throne ; but, the treading down of the sanctuary 
commenced with his captivity : he was restored, but pla- 
ced under tribute, and from that, the Babylonian captiv- 
ity, the holy land has been subject, in succession, to the 
Babylonians, Persians, Macedonians, Ptolemies, Seleu- 
cide, Maccabees, and seventh, to the Romans, — who 
subdued the country, by Pompey, cir. B. C. 64, and de- 
stroyed the temple A. D. 70. It has not escaped oppres- 
sion for an hour since, and is now in the hands of the 
Turks. 

'How LONG THE VISION (of the Ram and the he 
Goat,) THE Dailt, (Paganism,) and the Transgres- 
sion OP Desolation, (Popery,) to give both the 
Sanctuaet, (the Holy Land,) and the Host, (God's 
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people,) TO BE TRODDEN UNDER FOOT?* '' Uflto 2300 

days ; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed,^ How ? By 
the coming of the Lord ; who "shall roar out of Zion 
and utter his voice from Jerusalem," whose feet shall 
stand upon Mount Olives, which shall cleave in the 
i midst thereof, and the inhabitants flee away ! Then '* it 

shall be one day," and '* the Lord shall be king over all 
the carih." — (See Joel iii. 9th— 21st, and Zach. xiv.) — 
Isaiah tells iis, (xxiv. 1 — 6 and 17 — 23,) why the judg- 
ments to be revealed in that day will occur, and also 
tells us, that at that time, the Lord of Hosts shall reign 
in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem and before his ancients, 
gloriously. 
How much this cleansing may" have to do with the 
\ whole earth, which also is called a sanctuary, (Isaiah 

I Ix. 13,) we may judge, when we consider the declaration 

of Peter, (2 Pet. iil 10,) that *Uhe heavens shall pass 
away, with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat," and that *' the earth and the works 
that are therein, shall be burned up." The Lord pre- 
pare us forihat day ! Who will be able to abide it? — 
**He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath 
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 
He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and right- 
eousness from the God of our salvntion." (Psa. xxiv. 
4-5.) 
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But I tnll show thee that which is noted in the scripture 
of truth, — Daiviel x. part 21 v. 

These words are a part of the last verse of the tenth 
chapter of Daniel. We are informed by that chapter, 
that Daniel in the third year of Cyrus, kingof Persia, in 
the foar and twentieth day of the first month; had a vi- 
sion, as he was by the side of the river Hiddikel. He 
beheld there a man "clothed in linen, whose loins were 
girded with the fine gold of Uphaz ;" whose body was 
'Mike the beryl, and his face as the appearance, of light- 
ning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his 
feet, like in color to polished brass, and the voice of his 
words like the voice of a multitude." Daniel was over- 
come by this vision, and fell prostrate upon the ground ; 
and while in that position, ' an- hand touched him, an4 
set him upon his knees and palms of his hands,' and a 
voice said, " O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, under- 
stand the words that I speak unto thee, and stand up- 
right, for unto thee am I -now sent. * * * Pear not, for, 
from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to un-' 
derstand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy 
words were heard, and I am come for thy words. * ♦ * * 
I Am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy 
people in the latter days, ♦ * * * Knowest thou where- 
fore I come unto thee? * * 1 will show thee that which 
is noted in the scripture oftruthJ^ 
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Daniel, previous to this vision, had been mourning 
and fasting three full weeks ; and the expression of the 
angel, " I am come for thy words," seems to refer to the 
prayers which he had offered during that time. That 
he had given himself to prayer throughout that protrac- 
ted fast, we cannot doubt; and from the former part of 
the 12th verse — "Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day 
that thou didst set thine heart to understand^ &c. — we 
are instructed, that he had been deeply desirous to nn- 
derstand something ; and from the conclusion of that 
verse, together with the 14th, — "I am come for thy 
words'* — " Now I am come to make thee understand 
what shall befall thy people in the latter days," it ap- 
pears that the angel who addressed him, came in answer 
to those desires, which had caused him such anxiety; 
and also, that those desires had been specific : — that 
they were, to obtain an understanding of the coming 
fortunes of his people. " Fear not, Daniel, • • I am 
come for thy words. * * * I am come to make thee un- 
derstand what shall befall thy people, in the latter days. 
* * * But I will show thee that which is noted in tiie 
scripture of truth." 

It appearing, then, first, that the angel came in an- 
swer to Daniel's prayers, (" Thy words were heard, and 
1 am come for thy words," 12th verse,) and second, that 
he came to instruct Daniel in the prophetic history of 
his people, ("I am come to make thee understand what 
shall befall thy people, in the latter days," 14th verse,) 
and third, that Daniel had a promise from the angel, in 
the. words of the text, that tlie instructions given, should 
be shown from what had already been noted, in the 
scripture of truth, (**I will show thee that which is noted 
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in the scripture of truth," 21st verse,) it becomes- a mat- 
ter of some importance to ascertain the true answer to 
the inquiry — 

IN WHAT SCRIPTURE ARE THE PROMISED 
INSTRUCTIONS NOTED ? 

In order more easily to answer this inquiry, it will be 
convenient to have the eleventh and twelAh chapters^ 
for in these the promised instrttctions are given, divided 
into sections, according to their subjects. 

The subjects, as we find them introduced, are as folr 
lows: 

I. In chapt. xi. 1st and 2d verses. — Media and Persia. 
' 2. 3d and 4th verses. — Grecia. 

3. 5th — 13th'verses. — Two kings, of the north and of 
the south. 

4. 14th — ^29th verses.-— :The Roman power. 

5. 30th and 31st verses. — The ships ofChittim^ or the 
Barbarous nations of the north. 

6k 32d — 35th verses.— The Papal power, or Abomina- 
tion that maketh desolate. 

7. 36th~-45th verses.— Atheistical and revolutionary 
Prance. 

8* In chapt. xii. 1st — 5th verses, — ^The standing up of 
Michael — ^time of trouble — deliverance of the saints — 
resurrection — glory of the wise — sealing of the vision — 
signs of the time of the end, &c. 

9. 6th and 7th verses. — An inquiry, "How long to the 
end of these wonders?" and the reply thereto, in part. 

10. 8th — 10th verses. — Another inquiry, and its an- 
swer, showing that the vision was then seated, and also 
giving some signs of the time of the end. 
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11. llth-^1 3th verses. — The complttion of the reply 
in answer to the inquiry, ''How long to the end of these 
wonders ?" 

These eleven sections embrace all the inatructionff, 
which were given in pursuance of the promise in the 
text ; and if any object to the sections, on account of 
application f I reply that, for the present purpose, the ap- 
plication of the sections, whether right or wrong, is of 
no concern.- If the division is allowed to be philosoph* 
ical, it is all that is now asked. 

In pursuing the inquiry-^/n what scripture are these 
instructions n4)tedf^ I shall use the division already 
made, advancing, section by section, unto tlie last. 

Sect. i. ' In the first year of Darius, the Mede, 1 

xi. 1 — 2. stood to confirm and to strengthen him.-^ 

And now I will show thee the truth. There 

shall stand up yet three- kings in Persia*' — 

(Media and Persia, the subjects.) 

We read in Daniel viiL 20. 

''The ram which thou sawest, 
having two horns, are tl^ kings ot 
Media and Persia,^ 

Sect. it. " And a mighty king shBlI stand up, who 

jKi. 3, 4. shall rule with great dominion, and do ac* 

'Cording to his wilL And when he shall 

stand up, his kingdom shall be broken^ and 

shall be divided toward the four winds of 

heaven, and not to his posterity, nor accor- 

. ding to his dominion which he ruled, for 

his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for 

0tkers besides those.** 
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Daniel viii. 21—22. 

<* And the rough goat is the king 
of Grecia, and the great horn that 
is between his eyes, is the first king. 
Now that being broken^ whereas 
four stood up for it, four kingdoms 
shall stand up out of the nation, but 
not in his poiver.^ 

Sect. in. This section includes the history of the 

zL 5 — 13. two kingdoms, north and south, i. e. Syria 
and Egypt : and are two of the four, noti- 
ced in Daniel viii. 22, which stood up out 
of Grecia. 

Daniel viii. 22. 
. « Four kingdoms shall stand up out 

of the nation, but not in his power." 

These kingdoms were, Syria, Egypt, 

Thrace, and Macedon. 

Sect. iv. * And in those times there sha^ many 

xL14 — 29. stand up against the king of the south; al- 
so the robbers of thy people shall exalt 
themselves to establish the vision, and 
also the Princs of the covenant shall be 
broken^ 

Daniel ix, 26. 
" And thfi people of the prince that 
shall come, shall destroy the city and 
the sanctuary.^^ (The Romans,)— 
"And after threescore and two 
weeks, shcdl Messiah be cut q^, but 
not for himself." 

Sect v. * And arms shall stand on his part, and 

zi. 30—31. they shall take away the Daily, and shall 

place the Abomination that maketh desolate.^ 
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Daniel viii. 11 — 12. 
" And by him the DaUy was taken 
away,^ — ** And it cast down the truth 
to the ground, and U practised and 
prospered,^ 

Sect. Ti. 'And such as do wickedly against the 
zi. 33—35. covenant, shall he corrupt by flatteries ; bat 
the people that da know their God shall 
be strong^ ; yet they shall fall by the sword, 
and byflamCt by captivity and by spoil, ma- 
ny days : — even to the time of the end, he* 
cause it is yet for a time appointed,^ 

Daniel viii. 25. 
''And through his policy also he 
shall cause craft to prosper in his 
hand, and he shall magnify himself 
in his heart, and by peace shall dc' 
stroy many.^ Also, Daniel vii. 25. 

'* And he shall tpedr out the saints of 
the Most High, and they shall be 
given into his hand until a time and 
times and the dividing oftimey . 

Sect. vit. This section contains the prophetic hia- 
xi. 36—45. tory of atheistical and revolutionary 
France ; which have not before been con- 
sidered, at any length, in the prophet's 
writings. 

Sect. viii. These arc new items of information, 
xii. 1 — 5. connected with the subject, but not par- 
ticularly 'shown' from any thinpf hereto- 
fore " noted" in the scripture of Daniel. 

Sect. IX. "How long shall it be to the end of 

xii. 6 — 7. thesfe wonders ? * * It shall be for a time, 

times and an half and when he shall have 

accomplished to scatter the power of the holy 

people all these things shall beflnishtdP 
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Daniel vii. 25—261 i 

"And ihey shall be given into 
his hand until a time and times and 
tJie dividing of time. But the Judsc- 
ment shall sit and they shall take 
away his dominion, to consume and 
to destroy it unt-o the end" 

Sect. X. These are direct instruclionp, and have ' 

xii. 8 — 10. had no previous representation in the 
scripture of Daniel. 

'Sect. xi. *From the time that the Daily shall i)e 

xii. 11 — 13. taken away, and the Abomination that ma- 
keth desolate set up, there shall be a thou- 
sand two hundred and ninety days.. Bles- 
sed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the 
thousand three hundred and five and thirty 
days.' . 

We find the daily noted in Daniel viii. 11 — 13r ' 

* And by him the Daily was taken 
away,* &c. And the Abomination 
that maketh desolate, we find noted 

Daniel viii. 12, being noticed as the I 

Little Horn, and called in the^ISth 
verse the "Transgression of Des-« 
elation." The 1290 days and the 
1335 days commence with the same 
event,'viz., the taking away of the 
Daily. The last verse, is Gabriel's 
farewell. It contains the last words 
which Daniel was permitted to hear 
from his divine instructor, — " But 
go thy way till the end be, for thou 
shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at 
the end of the da vs." 

Hence, we find the subjects of the first, second, third, 
fourth, fifth, sixth, ninth and eleventh sections, plainly 
brought to view, in the previous chapters of Daniel. In 
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regard to the seventh, eighth and tenth sections, it is 
not so obvious that they are noted in the scripture of 
Daniel. It appears, therefore, to be our duty to exam- 
ine these sections closely, in relation to their character. 
1. The seventh and eighth sections, embracing so 
much of the instructions as is recorded from the 86th 
verse of the eleventh chapter to the 5th verse of the 
twelfth, immediately follow, in the connection, <^ pro' 
phetic history of the ^^Abomination that maketh desolate ;'*' 
and refer to a certain power at, and to certain events to 
transpire during^ ** the time of the end." The five verses 
preceding, read : * And arms shall stand on his part, and 
they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall 
take away the Daily^, and they shall place the abomina- 
tion that maketh. desolate. And such as do wickedly 
against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries : but 
the people who do know their God shall be strong, and 
do exploits. And they that understand among the peo- 
ple shall instruct many ; yet they shall fall by the sword 
and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days. — 
Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a 
little help t but many shall cleave to them with flatte- 
ries. And some of them of understanding shall fall, to 
try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to 
the time of the end : because it is yet for a time ap- 
pointed.' Let us repeat, — "And they shall place the 
Abomination that maketh desolate. And such as do wick- 
edly against the covenant shall he'' [the Abomination 
power] "cojrupt by flatteries, but the people that do 
know their God, shall be strong, and do exjjloits." — 
" And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try 
them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the 
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time of the endy because it is yet for a time appointed." — 
" And the king," (36th verse, here commences the sev- 
enth section,) ** And the king;," at the time of the end, 
<' i^iall do according to his will : and he shall exalt him- 
self, and magnify himself above every god, and shall 
speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and 
shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished : for 
that that is determined shall be done." 

The seventh section, ihentimmediately follows the pro* 
phetic history of the Abomination thai maketh desolate. — 
The history of that power is concluded in the 26th verse 
of the seventh chapter, .by saying, — "jBtrf the judgment 
shall sitf and THEY shall take away his dominion, to 
consume and to destroy it unto the end ;" thereby refer- 
ring to a power which should take away the " Abomina- 
tion" dominion at a certain time, i. e. *^ at the time of 
the end," and intimating, that something should be done, 
between that taking away and th^ end ; but neither des- 
cribing that power by which the Abomination dominion 
should be taken away, nor telling what that something 
which should be done, during the time of the end, should 
be.* The angel, in our seventh section, describes that 
poioer, and, in our eighth, in connection with the sev- 
enth, informs Daniel what should be done during that 
time. Hence, though the seventh and eighth sections 
are not found in Daniel, in detail, yet, in Daniel vii. 26, 
their chronology is recognized, and one of their most 
prominent subjects, the French Republic, "noted"; so 
that th ese sections are to be classed with the six prece- 



* See Note III. at the end of the book. 
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ding', which are not more sure, though^ perhaps, more 
obvious. 

2. The tenth section now claims our attention, viz., 
Daniel xii. 8 — 10. . 

This section seems to be a conversation, in view of 
all that had preceded ; and seems to have risen, as an 
incidental matter, during the delivery of the instruc- 
tions ; and, consequently, cannot be supposed to have 
been particularly "noted," in any scripture* "And I 
heard, but I understood not, then said I, O my Lord, 
what shall be the end of these things ? And he said, 
Go thy way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and 
sealed, till the time of the end. Many shall be purified 
and mado white and tried, but the wicked shall do wick- 
edly, and none of the wicked shall understand, but the 
wise shall understand." 

The three remaining verses of the chapter, composing 
the eleventh section, and bringing us to the end of these 
instructions, have already been examined ; and now, in 
love for the truth, I ask, wherein the instructions, ren- 
dered in accordance with the promise given in the text, 
are not, in the strictest sense, noted in Daniel's vii. viii. 
and ix. chapters ? I can see no alternative : — they are 
there noted; and the obvious doctrine to be drawn 
hence, is, the unity of Daniel's visions—/^ unity of 
DaniePs visions: i. e. that 

Daniel's three yisioNS, and Gabriel's ninth 

CHAPTER instructions, HAVE ONE, AND THE SELF- 
SAME, SPECIFIC PURPOSE. 

In pursuing this sentiment, 1 shall show, first, that 
The vision of Hiddikel was for one specific purpose ; 
second, that 
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The evening and morning visions, and also the ninth 
chapteir instructions, had the same purpose ; and third, 
that 

All Daniel's visions and instructions harmonize to 
complete the declared purpose. 

I. The vision of Hiddikel was for one specific pur- 
pose. 

In the tenth chapter, as an introduction to the instruc- 
tions by this vision, we read, in the fourteenth verse, — 
" Now I. am come to make thee understand what shall 
befall thy people, in the latter days." These are the 
words of the heavenly messenger; in all probability, 
Gabriel — the same who assisted Daniel in the eighth 
and ninth chapters. Daniel was overcome by the ma- 
jesty of the vision and lay prostrate, with his face to- 
ward the ground ; but Gabriel said to him, " O Daniel, 
a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I 
speafc unto thee, and stand upright, for unto thee am I 
now sent ;" and, after offering the consolation of the ex- 
hortation, " Fear not, * * I am come for thy words," ex- 
pressly declared the purpose of his mission, in the pas- 
sage quoted — "Now I am come to make thee under- 
stand what shall befall thy people, in the latter days ;" 
hereby making known the purpose of his mission -in 
terms plain and explicit: in no way 'could he have used 
terms which would have been more so ; and, in all that 
precedes or follows, there is no intimation that the in- 
structions rendered were to have, or had, any other pur- 
pose than the one which was declared, viz., to show 
what should befall Daniel's people, in the latter days.' 

Daniel's people, in the sense presented by the phrase, 
" thy people," cannot be supposed to be the Jews, simply 
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as Jews^ for " God is no respecter of persons, but in ev- 
ery nation, he that feareth him and worketh righteous- 
ness, is accepted with him ;" (Actis x. 34 and 35,) and 
Daniel was of such a character, as thrice (ix. 23 ; x. 11 
and 19) to receive this testimony from God : — " Thou 
art greatly beloved." Daniel's people must be such as 
bear the character of Daniel. If these are of the Jews, 
then, the Jews — if of the Gentiles, then, the Gentiles : 
else, Daniel, now, has no people; for since Qhrist — 
•' There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor female, for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus." (Gal. iii. 28.) * 

Gabriel's purpose, then, by the vision of Hiddikel, was 
specific ; and was * io show what should befall GocTs peo- 
ple, in the latter days,^ 

II. The evening and morning visions, and the ninth 
chapter instructions, had the same purpose. . 

1. The purpose of the seventh chapter vision, was the 
same as the purpose of the eighth. 

In Daniel viii. 1, we read, — "In the third year of the 
reign of king Belshazzar, a vision appeared unto me, 
me, Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the 
first:' 

By this form ef expression, it would seem that Daniel 
was so impressed with a sense that the matter and amount 
of this vision was the same as of the preceding, or eve- 
ning vision, as to induce him to suppose it necessary, 
expressly to declare, in his introduction, that it was an- 
othJer vision, which appeared unto him after, in point of 
time, that which appeared unip him at the first: viz., in 
the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar, — his eve- 
ning vision having been given in the first year of the 
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I 

reig*!! of that monarch. The sentiment hold by some, J 

that the term, ^ afler/' in this place, signifies likey or, in \ 

the pattern of, i. e. in the likeness or pattern of the for- 
mer vision, may be correct, but the view here taken 
looks the most natural to me. i 

Again, in the 26lh verse we read, — "Andf/ie virion 
of the evenins and Vie morning, which was told, is true ; j 

wherefore shut thou up the vision, for it shall be for 
many days." Daniel informs us, that he kept the ^ mat- | 

ter" of the former vision * in his heart,' (vii. 28,) and 
when this was given, he must have discovered a great 
similarity between the two ; especially between the last 
powers noticed in each, viz., the little horn, in the for- 
mer, and the little horn or king of fierce countenance, 
in the latter : and, as though with a design to induce a 
notice of this similarity, the angel refers to the former 
and couples it with the latter, by saying, * they are true.* 
" And the vision of the evening and morning, which was 
told, is true." 

2. The purpose of DanieTs eighth chapter vision and 
ninth chapter instructions, is the same. 

In Daniel ix. 22, wp read : — " O Daniel, I am now ^ 
come forth to give thee skill and understanding,^^ — 
** Skill and understanding." Understanding is sim- 
ply a state of mind, consequent upon natural strength 
and acquired information; — but skill supposes under- 
standing, and dexterity, in iJie use of something. " O 
Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and un- 
derstanding." This was the declared purpose of Gabri- 
el's appearance, and, all that he did do, was to give the 
70 weeks, their date, and what should occur within 
them. Well, what understanding was conferred by 
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tJiefef The instructions relate entirely to dates and 
times, and if one discourse wholly concerning dates and 
times, what skill or understanding can he give, but in 
dates and times ? 

In the eighth chapter, Daniel had a vision of two 
beasts ; declared to represent Medo-Persia and Grecia, 
and to have for a successor a ** king of fierce counte- 
nance," who should '* wax great," in several particulars, 
and should ** cast down the truth to the ground," and 
* prosper and practise,' &c. He was also informed, that, 
this king should be ** broken without hand"; that is, 
should come to his end by supernatural means. All this 
was plain revelation, but there was one point in the vi- 
sion, which was not made se plain. It was the answer 
to the inquiry — *How long the Vision, the Daily, and 
the Transgression of Desolation, to give both the Sanc- 
tuary and the Host, to be trodden under foot?* The 
answer was, truly, — " Unto 2300 days" ; yet, these days 
were dark, for no information was given, as to when they 
should commence. Consequently, Daniel says, " 1 was 
astonished at the vision; but none understood it." — 
Now, the same " man Gabriel," whom he had seen in 
the "vision at the beginning," has come forth to give 
him "skill and understanding," and doeSt in fact, give 
him nothing but a new period of time, with its pertinen- 
ces, for which, with particular care, he gives an event 
for its commencements What is the inference ? Is it 
not, that the 70 weeks were given to afford understand- 
ing in the 2300 days ? and, inasmuch as no event is 
elsewhere given, for the commencement of these days, 
does it not appear, that the instruction of the 70 weeks, 
was necessary for the understanding of the eighth chap« 
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ter vision ? or, what is the same thing, that the two mu- 
tually combine on one subject ? The evidence is cer- 
tainly altogether one way, in this matter. 

3. The purpose of DanieVa eighth and tenth chapter 
visions, is the same. 

In Daniel x, 1, we read: — "In the third year of Cyrus, 
king of Persia, a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose 
name was called Belteshazzar, and the thing was true, 
but the time appointed was long ; and he understood the 
thing and had understanding of the vision." The 
"thing," here spoken of, is the prophecy, by the vision 
of Hiddikel. **^The thing was true, but the time ap- 
pointed was long." .How long? Not the length of any 
time given in that prophecy, because there is no timo 
there given, which includes the whoJe prophecy, and 
Daniel speaks of the time as including the whole. — 
"The thing" (the prophecy) " was true, but the time ap- 
pointed was long." To be sure, in xii. 6, the question 
is asked, "How long shall it be to the end of these won- 
ders ?" but, without showing what are the wonders here 
meant, we may easily convince ourselves, that the " time, 
times and an half," given in reply to that question, do 
not extend to the whole prophecy. The answer is — 
" For a time, iifnes and an half and tohen he shall have 
accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people all 
ihcsb things shall hefinished,^^ The " time, times and an 
half," do not extend to the end of the prophecy. They 
embrace only a part of it. 

The last remark applies also to the 1290 day», and to 
the 1335 days, which are found in the same chapter,— 
since, by any of the various applications, which have 
been assigned them, they have never been supposed to 
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include the whole prophecy. What, then, was the time 
appointed, which was lon^, but the 2300 days of the 
eighth chapter? ThesCy since the prophecy embraces 
Persia, (xi, 2,) represent the only period in Daniel, suffi- 
ciently long to include the whole prophecy; and, if 
these were not " the time appointed," and if the 70 weeks 
were not given, to establish the point of their com- 
mencement—I then ask, how did Daniel understand this 
prophecy, as he says he did ? On any other supposi- 
tion, than that these days were "the time appointed," 
and that the date of the 70 weeks was the cpmniencement 
of these days, Daniel had no period sufficiently long to 
cover the prophecy, and had no time fixed, at which to 
commence those days! — the most . important prophetic 
period that was given him ! ! 

Again — Daniel x. 14. "Now I am come to make 
thee understand what shall befall thy people in the lat- 
ter days, for yet the vision is for many days." In Dan- 
iel viii. 26, it is said — "And the vision of the evening 
and the morning, which was told, is true ; wherefore 
shut thou up the vision,ybr it shall be for many days^ — 
And here, nineteen years after, we hear Gabriel saying, 
" Now I am come to make thee understand what shall 
befall thy people in the latter days, for yet the vision is 
for many days." 

If then the purpose of Daniel viii. is, 1, the same as 
the purpose of Daniel vii., and, 2, the same as the pur- 
pose of Daniel ix., and, 3, the same as the purpose of 
Daniel x., it follows that the purpose of Daniel vii. viiu 
and ix. is the same as the purpose of the vision of Hid- 
dikel, which the x. records. 

But I design not to ground the argument upon these 
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evidences, which are rathet circumstantial, than tlirect. 
1 propose, then, to show, first, that 

Daniel's eighth and ninth chapter visions had one 
purpose ; and second, that 

All Daniel's visions and his ninth chapter instruc- 
tions, had one and the same purpose. 

1. The purpose of Daniel's eighth and ninth chapter 
visions was one. 

In Daniel ix. 23, we read :— " At the beginning of thy 
supplications, the commandment came forth, and I am 
come to show thee, for thou art greatly beloved, there- 
fore, understand the matter. and consider the vision." 

There has been a great variety of small talk, about 
Mr. Miller's article ** the", in this passage ; — it being al- 
leged, that Mr Miller founds the whole argument of tlie 
connection of this chapter with the eighth, on that one 
little monosyllable: as though the all-powerful argu- 
ment with him was, to read this passage with a certain 
great and mighty emphasis, placed, to suit himself, upon 
the only available thing, that little ** the" ! thus, — * At 
the beginning of thy supplications, the commandment 
came forth, and I am come to show thee, for thou art 
greatly beloved, therefore, understand THE matter, and 
consider THE vision': and, weak as an argument, thus 
sustained, would be, it has been deemed of importance 
to take even that little thing away ; thus'leaving the old 
gentleman so utterly void of support, as not to have, 
verily, a shadow to rest an argument upon ! for it is de- 
clared, that the article "the" is not in the original. — 
Well, if it is not in the original, it ought not to be in the 
translation ; so let us read the passage without it. 'At 
the beginning of thy supplications, the commandment 
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came forth, and I am come to show thee, for thou art 
greatly beloved, (htrefore, understand matter and consider 
vision^ ! — Why, this reading throws the subject into phy- 
sical science, at once. 'Matter and Vision'-! I cannot 
conceive what connection these have with the 70 weeks 
here introduced. It is perfectly idle, to say that there 
is an article before " matter," and none before ** vision" ; 
for, "matter" would then indicate, as it undoubtedly 
does, some subject of discourse, while ** vision" would 
present the same idea that it did before, and thus make 
the sentence complete nonsense. * Understand the mat- 
ter and consider vision^ ! Such a sentence, in a treatise 
on optics, would be perfectly intelligible ; but in scrip- 
ture prophecy, it hardly is.* 

It is evident, then, that there is an article, at least in 
sense, before tlie word " vision." If any agree to this, 
and say it is the article, a, and make the matter and vi- 
sion strictly tliis present matter and vision, I must still 
dissent; for, if this is the vision meant, I ask, what skill 
did Gabriel give Daniel ? — and what understanding did 
he give him ? — and why does Daniel say, that Gabriel 
was ^^even the man^ whom he saw "in the vision^ at the 
heginning** ? and, ut the beginning of what ? It is cer- 
tain, that this is not the matter and vision intended ; and 
if not, then the matter and vision which are intended, 
are some other matter and vision previous to this ; and 
if previous, then it is proper to use the article " ihe^\ to 
designate that matter and vision. Daniel has had but 
two visions, previous to this, viz., the seventh and eighth 



* For an examination of the Hebrew text, see ** Signs of the 
Times," Vol. ▼. No, 5, p. 39. 
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chapter visiona ; and it cannot be shown that he needed 
any skill or understanding, in the seventh chapter vi- 
sion, and neither can it be shown that he received any : 
therefore we are strictly brought to the eighth. 

*^ At the beginning of thy supplications, the command- 
ment came forth, and I am come to show thee, for thou 
art greatly beloved, therefore, understand the matter, and 
consider the vision/' 

I remark, in the first place, that every therefore has a 
wherefore. What, then, is the wherefore, in the present 
case ? The angel says, therefore, understand the matter. 
Why ?— Wherefore should he understand it ? It is im- 
possible, from the passage, to give more than three rea- 
sons, why he should tindcrstand it. These are — 1, be- 
cause " the commandment came forth^^ (i. e. to Gabriel, 
that he should visit Daniel) ^^ai the beginning^^ of his 
supplications, — 2, because Daniel was ^'•greatly hdqV' 
erf," — and 3, because Gabriel had come to " show*^ him. — 
Which of these, then, was the reason, why Daniel was 
commanded to understand ? Was it because the com- 
mandment came forth at the beginning of Daniel's sup- 
plications ? — * At the beginning of thy supplications, the 
commandment came forth, therefore understand the mat- 
ter' ? It cannot bo. What has the time, in which Ga- 
briel was commanded to wait on Daniel^ to do with Dan- 
iel's duty to understand ? What relation is there ? I 
can see none, and cannot admit, that any was ever .de« 
signed. 

Again — Was it mada Daniel's special duty to under- 
stand, in consequence of his being ^* greatly beloved" ? 
Certainly not The consequence of tliai, was the time, of 
the very coounand which we are coasideriiig— ' At the 
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beginning of thy supplications the commandment came 
forth— /or, thou art greatly beloved.' This is the rela- 
tion, as it respects the favor in which Daniel was held, 
and there can be no other. 

[n the third place, was it Daniel'^ duty to understand 
the matter and consider the vision, because Gabriel had 
come to show him ? If 1 should say, I am come to show 
you about this book of Daniel, therefore, understand, 
would you not consider the request a very reasonable 
one, provided you had no doubt of my ability ? Cer- 
tainly. Well, this is precisely the request which the 
angel makes of Daniel. " I am come to show thee, * * 
therefore^ understand the matter and consider the vision.'' 
.This connection makes the verse harmonize beautifully 
with itself— showing, 1, the time of the command : 
" At the beginning of thy supplications, — 2, the reason 
of this time : " For thou art greatly beloved-?-3, giving 
the purpose of the mission ; " 1 am come to sho^thee" — 
and, 4, recognizing Daniel's duty to understand and 
consider, in consequence of the. pains taken for his in- 
formation : " Therefore^ understand." " 1 am come to 
akowtheBf * * therefore, understand the matter and con- 
sider the vision." What matter ? and what vision ?— . 
All that constitutes this ninth chapter scene, a vision, is 
the appearance of Gabriel. The rest is simple instruc- 
tion, without visible representation ; and since Gabriel 
showed nothing concerning himself, it follows, that this 
is not the matter and vision which he wished Daniel to 
consider and understand. The matter and vision which 
he did wish Daniel to consider and understand, must, 
then, as an unavoidable consequence, be one of the only 
two previous Yisions. There is no intimation that the 
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seventh chapter vision is intended, and these instruc- 
tions, which are purely such as relate to time, cannot 
apply to that chapter : therefore, the eighth chapter is 
imposed by necessity. 

Hence, since the ninth chapter instructions look back 
to the eighth chapter vision, and were given to cause 
Daniel to understand that vision, their purpose was one 
with that vision. 

2. AH Daniel's visions, and his ninth chapter instruc- 
tions, had one and the same purpose. 

In connection with Daniel x. 14th, (pp. 86 — 87), we 
decided that Gabriel was commissioned but for one pur- 
pose, in the vision of Hiddikel ; and decided, also, what 
that purpose was ; viz., * to show what should befall God's 
people in the latter days': and in looking the JEIiddikel 
vision through, we find that Gabriel, after having an- 
nounced his subject, and after having informed Daniel 
that he should confine himself to " the scripture of 
truth," enters upon his labors, in the eleventh chapter, 
commencing with the Persian kingdom ; and that thence, 
he proceeds through that chapter and the twelfth^ bring- 
ing to view a succession of worldly powers that should 
exist, long after the time that Daniel should " rc5/," and 
wnJtU the time that he should stand in his ^ lot,, at the end 
of the daysy These eleventh and twelfth chapters we 
have shown to be susceptible of a division, according to 
their subjects, into eleven sections ; and, also, that the 
subjects of these sections are noted in the scripture of 
Daniel, vii. viii. and ix. The seventh chapter contains 
the vision of the four beasts, representing the Babyloni- 
an, Medo-Persian, Grecian, and Roman monarchies. — 
The eighth chapter contains the vision of the two beasts 
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and the Iktie horn ; representing the Medo-Persian, and 
Grecian monarchies, and the Papal-Roman power. The 
ninth chapter contains instructions which have beeh 
shown to be connected witli the eighth chapter vision, 
and to be designed to give skill and understanding in 
the use of the time of that vision. God*s people have 
been intimately connected with all the powers brought 
to view in these chapters, and their history is traced, tn- 
separably, through them. 

Since, then, the vision of Hiddikcl was for the pur- 
pose of showing what should befall God's '* people, in 
the latter days" — and since that purpose was accom- 
plished by enlarging upon the things noted in the sev- 
enth, eighth and ninth chapter visions, it follows that 
these visions, also, were for the same purpose ; and that, 
in point of fact, the whole four, evening, morning, sev- 
enty weeks, and Iliddikel, exhibit but one subject, and 
are, in spirit, the same. 

We are now prepared for the third division of our la- 
bor, viz., to show that 

All Daniel's visions and instructions harmonize to 
complete the declared purpose. 

Daniel, in bis seventh chapter, had the vision of the 
four beasts; and was informed, verse 17, that these 
beasts were * four kings, which should arise out of the 
earth.' In the eighth chapter, he had another vision, 
bringing forward the same actors (Babylon omitted) and 
is informed, verses 20th and 2ist, that the beasts in the 
vision, two in number, represent " the kings of Media 
and Persia," and " the king of Grecia." Daniel in this 
vision received, also, the time of the vision, viz., 2300 
days. His ninth chapter vision was conferred, to givo 

4 
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<< skill and underatanding^ in the use of the 2900 days* 
The vision of Hiddikel had for its object, the review of 
all these, and a more particular detail of what before 
had been announced in general terms. How beautiful 
the arrangement! 

1. The prophetic erablenis, with their interpretation^ 
«* Kings out of the earth." 

2. The assignment of two of these emblems, (suffix 
cient to confirm the assignment of the rest,) to two 
kings, mefdUmed by name, — ^*' Media and Persia," and 
"Grecia," 

3. Date, fVom whence to commence the prophetic pe- 
riod, — ** Going forth of the commandment to restore and 
to build Jerusalem," — and 

4. An enlargement and explanation of the whole. — 
In all, a disclosure of coming events, announced at dif* 
ferent times through the space of 69 years, conducted 
with the sweetest harmony, the most irresistible power 
of application, and is strictly graphic, yet minutely full. — 
None but Deity could so clearly look through the dim 
vista of confing ages ; and naught but the spirit of God 
eould inspire a mortal man with such masterly success, 
to declare the events of time even to within the con- 
fines of eternity— the grandeur of our God, and the 
counsels of his will! 
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How Un^ Bhall U be to the end of thae wonden ?— * 
Daniel xii. part 6th verse. 

In the commencement of this vision, (chapt z.4 — 6^) 
Daniel informs us that at a certain time, while by th# 
side of the great river Hiddikel, ].e. Tigris, he lifted vp 
his eyes and looked,, and beheld, a man, clotiied in lineoi 
whose loins were girded with the fine gold of Uphasi 
whose body was like the beryl, and his face as the ap« 
pearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and 
his arms and his feet like in color to' polished brass, and 
the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.*— 
This same man is the one to whom the question, our 
text, is addressed : and by whom it is answered. The 
whole verse, with the one preceding, reads — *^ Then,** 
(after being occupied in the vision a time,) ^ I, Daniel, 
looked, and behold, there stood other two, the one on 
this side of the bank of the river, and the other on that 
side of the bank of the river. And one said to the man 
clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, 

** How lofig Bhall Uhetoiheend ofikut wrndtrsT* 
• The phrase, in the text, ** to the end of," I conceive 
to bear the sense ' to the completion oV ; because there 
is, at least, one thing in the vision, which is wondrous, 
but will never end, vis: the glory of the wise, and of 
those who turn many to righteousness. (See 8d verse.) 

* How long to the completion of these wonders F** 
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What wonders ? In detail the wonderB of the whole 
vision, — the deeds and end of the actors, — Persiai Gre- 
cia, Egrypt, Syria, Rome, the Jews, Barbarians, Papists, 
atheistical and revolutionary France, and the three won- 
ders following, which are more particular, and are 
final : viz., the standing up of Michael — the deliverance 
of God's children — the splendor of tho wise, and the 
glory of those who turn many to righteousness. The 
last three are presented in the 1st, 2d and 3d verses, in 
the words following: — '* And at that time shall Michae 
stand up, the great prince which standeth for the child- 
ren of thy people ; and there shall be a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there was a nation even to that 
same time: and at that time thy people shall be deliv- 
ered, every one that shall be found written in the book. 
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
ahall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt And they that be wise shall 
shine as the brightness of the firmament ; and they that 
turn many to righteousness, as stars forever and ever." 
Before we can consider what may have been, or 
what may be, the fulfilment of the prophecy of these 
verses, it will be necessary to decide, who Michael 
is, that should * stand up' — what it is to 'stand up'— 'and 
at what time, Michael should stand up. 

1. "Michael," signifies, « Who is like God?" . And 
this name, with the title, "Groat Prince," clearly points 
out the Saviour. The heavenly messenger says to Dan- 
el, X. 21, "I will show thee that which is noted in the 

scripture of truth, and there is none that holdeth with 
me in these things but Michael, your Prince. 

2, To " stand up," implies, in Daniel, * to arise in an 
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qficicd eapacib/y in order to accomplish some purpose,'' — 
For evidence, see viii. 21 — 25, and xi. 3—7, 20—22. 

The office of our Redeemer is, 1, to save his peo))Ia 
from their sina, (Matt i. 21,) and 2, to reward every mai) 
according to his worksjfor God hath committed all judg- 
ment unto the Son. (John v. 22.) 

3. At what time was Michael to stand up ? ^*^t that 
time^^ — i. e." at the time of the end," which has been 
the time under consideration, since the 40th verse of 
the preceding chapter. During that time the French 
monarchy was to rise and fall, and Bonaparte to come to 
his end with none to help him ; and at tliat time, should 
Michael stand up. Sed Appendix, 40th verse and fol- 
lowing. 

Perhaps nothing, in the age in which it occurred, 
served to break the bands of darkness and superstition, 
more than did the French revolution ; and consequent- 
ly, when the storm of that revolution had subsided, the 
effects of the gospel began immediately to be exhibited. 
In the political world, the fall of Bonaparte, A. D. 1815, 
was the signal for repose. The following year, A. D. 
1816, the allied sovereigns united in a confederacy, 
styled the "Holy League," " for the suppression of wars 
and the promotion of peace." In that year, also, began 
those reformations in Christendom, which have revived 
the church and saved multitudes from an abiding con- 
demnation ; and which still (but is it not with less real 
change?) continue to benefit the world. This.is the 
standing of our Prince for the children of his people, that 
he may save them from their sins ! 

But Christ shall also stand in judgment* Following 
these days of Michael's gracious favor, there was to be 
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a time of troiiblls. In the latter part of the first verse, 
we read, — ^ And there shall be a time of trouble," dz.c. 
The monitions of that day are already upon us ! Where 
is the nation that is not in suspense and doubt? Where 
is the community that is not fractured by disunion ? — 
Where is the association for business, pleasure, informa- 
tion or religious worship, that is not filled with trouble, 
or with anxious dread ? Who cannot see that the very 
foundations of civil society are crumbling, aye, that fel* 
low feeling and confidence are already destroyed ?^- 
How long shall a house divided against itself, be able 
to stand ? But that day of trouble itself, has not dawn-! 
ed. We see and feel the evidences of its approach, and 
happy are we, if we abide by wisdom and prepare to 
meet the Lord— for, when that day has come, then 
'' shall be delivered every one that shall be found Writ- 
ten in the book :''— the day of grace has ended, and the 
judgment of the great day begun! — the deliverance of 
God, and the redemption of his church is' seen !^the . 
earth is moved — the sleeping saints awake — the living 
change their life, and these together arise to glory and 
to God!l (1 Cor. xv. 51— 52; 1 Thess. iv. 16—17.) 

•How LONG TO THE END OF THESE WONDERS ?' . 

I conceive that this question is answered in the 7th, 
11th, 12th and 13th verses. My reasons for supposing 
that the question is not finally answered in the 7th verse, 
are, first, that the time there announce4 has not scope 
enough, in itself, to answer the question ; and second, 
that if the concluding part of the 7tfa verse is the final 
part of the answer, the answer is indefinite, whereas the 
11th*— 13th vesses manifestly concern the subjects of 
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the question — are declared by the same person as is the 
7tb, and do give, therewith, an answer that is definite* 

The 7th verse reads,—" And I heard the man clothed 
in linen, which. was upon the waters of the river, when 
he held up his right hand and his left hand unto hea- 
ven, and sware by him that liveth forever, that U shall 
he for a HmCj times, and a half, and when he shall have 
accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people all 
these things shall be finished," — which, if taken entire, is 
indefinite ; and since the wonders embrace, among the 
concluding items of the series, the resurrection, and since 
the "time, times and a half" of the 7th verse do not ex- 
tend to the resurrection, that which in the 7th verse is 
definite is insufficient The lltb — 13th verses do ex- 
tend to the resurrection, and therefore their scope is suf- 
ficient to answer the question, and their connection 
there withy and also with the 7th verse, upon observation, 
will be apparent 

It would seem that Daniel, on bearing the oath, that 
the wonders should be for a " time, times and a half," 
and be finished with the accomplishment of the scatter- 
ing of the power of the holy people, became perplexed 
with the declaration, and exclaimed, " O my Lord, what 
shall be the end of these things ?" This inquiry was 
an interruption upon the speaker, and also touched 
things not designed then to be revealed ; wherefore the 
aogel replied, 9th verse, " Go thy way/' &.cj but kindly 
gave some signs which should accompany the end, viz., 
that many should '* be purified and made white and tri- 
ed," that the ' wicked should do wickedly, and none of 
thie wicked should understand, but that the wise should 
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undentand'— and then resumed, in the 11th verse, his 
discourse. (See 7th — ISth. verses.) 

I conceive the answer, then, in its connected form, to 
be in the 7th, 11th — 13th verses, bringing us to the end 
of time: until which, Daniel, having departed this life, 
shall rest; but, though he rest^ shall stand in his lot at 
the end of the davs.* 

In Daniel viii. J 3 — 14, we read, — *How long the Vi- 
sion, the Daily, and the Transgression of Desolation, to 
give both the Sanctuary and the Host to be trodden un- 
der foot ? And he said unto me. Unto two tfiousand 
<ind three hundred days; then shall the Sanduary he 
cleansed,"^ 

The Sanctuary is the Holy Land, according to the evi- 
dence adduced,Pisq. iii. pp. 61, 73, 74, and will be cleans- 
ed by the coming of the liord with ten thousand of his 
saints, (Jude 14,) in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them who know not God and obey not the gospel; (2 
Thess. i. 18,) at which time, Papacy, the Little Horn,' 
*^ shall be broken without hand," and also the earth and 
the works which are therein, shall be burned up ; never- 
theless, the saints, according to the promise, shall re- 
ceive a new heaven and a new earth, wherein dwellcth 
righteousness ; (2 Pet. iii. 10 — ^IS,) for, those who shall 
be alive in Christ, shall be changed in the twinkling of 
an eye, (1 Cor. xv. 51 — 52) and those who *^ sleep in Je- 
sus shall God bring with him," ^ and so shall we ever be 



* Observe. The question in the 6th verse is asked by one of 
Michael's attendants, and it answered, (therefore asked, un- 
doubtedljr, by the command or suggestion of Michael,') but the 
question in the 8th, is asked by Daniel, and is not answered.— 
(See also Dahl. viii. 13.) 
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with the Lord," (1 These, iv. 14 — 17,) and consequently, 
(he 2300 days and the numbers involved in the answer 
to the inquiry, * How loi^g to the end of these wonders ?' 
extend to, and end in, the aame event, the resurrection. 

If any one doubt that the 2*J0O days extend to the res- 
urrection, let him compare Daniel viii. 13 and 14, with 
Daniel viL 21 and 22, 25 — 27 and 8 — 14 ; observing that 
the 2300 days extend over the whole time of the " Vi- 
sion," the ** Daily," and the ** Transgression of Desola- 
tion," or Papacy, and also over the whole time during 
which the Holy Land, the *' Sanctuary," and the Holy 
People, the ^ Host," arc to be oppressed and trodden un- 
der foot ; and observing too that that Litlle Horn which is 
to be broken without hand is to prevail against the lat- 
ter, until the coming of the Ancient of days ; when the 
saints, (who are of the dead as well as of the living, un- 
less the saints dead are no more' saints,) shall take the 
kingdom and possess the kingdoin ; and farther observ- 
ing that the coming of the Ancient of days is with the 
casting down of the thrones, and with fiery flames and 
tvheels of burning fire, and with the assembling of 
thousand thousands, and ten t|mes ten thousand, the 
opening of the books and the setting of the judgment—^ 
Will not the resurrection occur among these scenes ? 
Let him who thinks not, seek by what authority he sep- 
arates the coming of the Lord and the resurrection of 
his saints ; nay, the judgment and the resurrection of 
, the saints. If the last reference is not a description of 
the judgment, then let a description of the judgment be 
produced in language not like that reference. 

So long as it is true that the 2300 days extend over the 
whole time of the oppression of the saints and of the sanC' 
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tuary, and so long as the declaration of Daifiel, *' I be- 
held, and the same horn made war with the saints and 
prevailed against them until tht t^ncient of days camt^ 
remains a true declaration and a correct prophecy, so 
long it is true that the 2300 days extend to the resur- 
rection ; unless it can be shown that the coming of Ihe 
Ancient of days is sot the coming of the Liord in judg- 
ment, and that in the judgment mom the saints shall not 
be raised. As sure, then, as the language of Daniel vii. 
9th, 10th, and following, is a description of the judg- 
ment, so sure is it that the 2300 days extend to the res- 
urrection, when Daniel shall stand in' his lot at the end 
of the days: and hence, the grand point to be determi- 
ned in the chronology which we are induced to consider, 
by the text, may be restricted to a single expresfiion ; 
viz. : tht ttrminaiion of tht 2300 days. I the^ announcei 
as a proposition, that, ^ 

From the commencement of the 2300 days, 457 years 
had elapsed in A. D. 1. 

In Daniel ix. 21— -24, we read, — " Yea, while I was 
speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had 
seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly 
swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening obla- 
tion, And he informed me, and talked with me, and 
said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give theo skill 
and understanding. At the beginning of thy supplica- 
tions the commandment' came forth, and I am come to 
show thee ; for thou art greatly beloved : therefore un- 
derstand the matter, and consider the vision. Seventy 
weeks are determined upon thy people, and upon thy 
holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end 
of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 



bring in everlasting righteQuaness, and to seal up the 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint tiie Most Holy.** 

From the expression in the 21st verse, ^ even the man 
Gabritl^ whom I had seen in the vision, at the b^^n* 
ning/* the mind is naturally turned to chapter viii. to 
find the ** matter" and '^ vision," which Daniel is here 
commanded to consider apd understand ; for, in that 
chapter is the only vision, in which we are informed 
that Gabriel appeared. Ic would, at least, if we looked 
no farther than the force of the expression uied^ seem 
that the eighth chapter vision might be the * matter and 
vision* referred to; but, when we make a closer examina- 
tion, in order to find in reality what is referred to, wa 
find our liberty of choice very limited, by- the greatest 
violence, not extending to more than three places ; viz., 
the seventh chapter vision, the present (ninth chapter) 
instructions, and the eighth chapter visiop. 

*' Understand the matter and consider the vision," is 
the command { and t argue, in the first place, that this 
command does not refer to the seventh chapter vision, 
because, though the succession of the beasts, in that vi- 
sion, is given, there is no general attention called to 
their time ; whereas, in these instructions, time and pre- 
cise dates appear to be the weight and aim of the sub- 
ject " Seventj^ weeks are determined, upon thy peo- 
ple," — 34th verse. "Know therefore and understand, 
that from tbe going forth of the commandment to restore 
aod build Jerusalem," &c.-^25th verse. "And afler 
tiireescore and two weeks, shall Messiah be cut off," — 
26th verse. " And he shall confirm the covenant with 
many for one week,".&c. — 27th verse. The instruc- 
tions commence with the 24th verse and end with the 
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27th ; and time is the prominent point in all. And since 
a conference upon times, can only give skill and under- 
standing in times, and since tiine is by no means a con*- 
aiderable part of the seventh chapter vision, we con- 
clude that reference cannot be made to thai vision ; and 
further, it is impossible to show, that ** skill and under- 
standing" ore particularly conferred upoxf that chapter, 
by any thing contained in this. 

Again, I argue that reference in the command, ** con- 
sider the vision," cannot be had to the in^rudions in 
this jwesent chapter, first, because these instructions are 
not, and are not called a vision ; and second, because, if 
they are a vision, andthe vision referred to, Gabriel failed 
in his commission ! for he simply gave a vision, without 
one word of instruction, in regard thereto, whereas ho 
came forth to ^give skill and understanding^* in '* tAe vt- 
sion" and not, expressly, to give a new vision. **I am 
now come forth to give thee skUl and understanding,** — 
22d verse. " I am come to show thee ;** *' therefore un- 
derstand the matter and consider the vision," — ^23d ver. 
Gabriel's purpose was to explain a vision, which had be- 
fore been given, and not to give a new one. 

I also bring an argument to this point both from the 
construction of the 24th verse and from its sentiment — 
We read — "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people and upon thy holy city ;" or, as Professors Buah 
and Seixas, aiid other Hebraists render the passager 
• Seventy sevens are " cut off" for thy people, and for 
thy holy city.' Now, if this rendering is allowed, there 
must have been some time previously given, and now re- 
ferred to, from which these 70 sevens were cut: [and 
from what could they be cut, if not from the 2300 days 
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of chapter viii ? We know of no other time, from which 
they could be cut. It is in vain to say, that the eighth 
and ninth chapters are distinct, and have no connection 
or relation, for it has before been shown, (Disq. iv.) that 
the whole of Daniel's prophecies are connected ; inso- 
much,, that the perfection of but one purpose, is the de- 
sign of all.] . 

If this correction in the rendering is not atlowedf and 
our bible version is adhered" to, or any other adopted, I 
care not what, still one declared purpose of the 70 weeks 
is — ''To seal up the vision and prophecy"; or, as the 
margin reads, — " To seal up the vision and prophet" — 
Now it is complete nonsense, to say that a period equal 
in duration to a specified subject ^ is given for a seal to 
that subject ! as we must do, if we apply the command, 
"Understand the matter and consider the vision,** to 
these ninth chapter instructions: for, "to seal up,** can 
have but two meanings, viz., first, ' to shut up in secre- 
cy,' and, second, * to make sure.' If we take the first 
sense, i. e. * Seventy weeks are determined to shut up in 
secrecy the vision and prophecy,'^— the nonsense and ab- 
surdity of our position are glaringly apparent ; not to 
make any reflections upon the irreverence of such a sen- 
timent. And if we take the second, — ' Seventy weeks 
are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city 
to make sure the prophecy,' — and make the vision and 
prophecy these instructions, we are in nonsense still ; 
for after, or when, the vision is passed and the prophecy 
fulfil led« what assignment or application can make them 
sure? They then are things that u?erc, and cannot be 
modified or affected. There can be no sense in making 
the 70 weeks a seal upon the 70 weeks prophecy, unless 
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the design of the seal is to show that God is anihor of 
the prophecy : for, the seal, not being available until . 
the falfillment of the prophecy, could be -of no service 
until that time ; and when that time had arrived and. 
the prophecy had bpen fulfilled, it would only prove its 
authenticity ; or, if ihat were undoubted, it would only 
prove that CM could and had foretold' the future — a 
thing that needed no special evidence^ in that period of 
the world, and needs none now. 

If we allow the marginal reading of the passage,-— 
''Seventy weeks are determined upon thy pe«:>ple and 
upon thy holy city," &c., *Uo seal up the vision and 
prvphgt^ it is veiy manifest, that we have no right to re- 
strict the seal of the prophet to the present instructions^ 
in disregard to his former and latter prophecies, which 
are so much more extensive ! nay, who would dare do 
it? lest haply he be fbund fighting against God. (See 
Acts V. 30.) 

Since, then, it cannot be the seventh chapter vision, 
and cannot be the present instructions, which Daniel is 
commanded to consider and understand, we take the 
natural tendeucy of the lai^uage^ and say.it is the only 
remaining vision, viz., the eighth chapter, or morning 
vision. 

IJaving decided that the eighth chapter, or morning 
vision, is the one pointed out in the command, " Consid- 
er the vision," let us raise the inquiry — What was the 
ffurpost of this command ? — ^O Daniel, 1 am now come 
forth to give thee skill and understanding; * * lam 
come to show thee ; ♦ * therefore, understand the mat- 
ter and consider the vinioa" What was the purpose? 
It was» to induce unditfstandiog in the 2300 days. Dan- 
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lei already understood the actors in tlie eighth dttjjiter 

vi8ion--(see 16th and i7th verses).* fie was direptly 
and explicitly informed of the beasts : — ^the ram with 
two horns, he was told, was Media and Persia ; the 
rou^h goat, was Grecia ; and the four horns arising out 
of the goat, after the breaking of the notable horn, were 
'* four kingdoms" that should ** stand up out of the na^ 
tion^; and the little horn which came *'out of one of 
them," was to be ^ a king of fierce countenance and un- 
derstanding dark sentences" ; a power that should be 
** mighty :" — that should " destroy wonderfully," even 
*^ the mighty and the holy people :" — who should " cause 
craft to prosper in his hand": — should *• magnify himself 
in his heart," — and " stand up against the Prince of 
princes" : but who should '^be broken, without hand." — 
A very plain declaration as to what and whom the beasts 
of the vision indics^d, and a very full description as to 
the ^ little horn," which was to succeed them ; but, in 
all these particular instructions, there was no mention 
made of the 2300 days — nothing said in reference to 
them: so that, though the Dinon was particularly ex- 
plained, the inquiry of the "saint," 13th verse, ^How 
long shall be the vision ?" ^c, vms noi 89 mitdi as hotU 
fiedj in the explanation: and though Gabriel in thai vi- 
sion was commanded to make Daniel understand it, yet 
when all the instructions there given, were finished, 
Daniel says he was astonighed at it. If then this was 
the state in which the eighth chapter vision was left, 
and if Gabriel has ^ now come forth to gust^ him ^$kiU 
and understanding^ and ** to show^* him, in relation there- 
to, what will be the prominent point in the instructions 
which he will give ? Will it not be to explain the ehro' 
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nology of the vision, — the 2300 days ? Since all else is 
understood and plain^ what labor for any other purpose, 
than for this, will be appropriate ? None other ; and 
we find that the instructions do accord with the neces- 
sity of the case. They are given in the 24th — 27th 
verses, as follows : — ^' Seventy vjteks are determined up- 
on thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the trans- 
gression, and to make an end of sins, and to make re- 
conciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, and to seed up the vision and propheq/, 
and to anoint the Most Holy. Know therefore, and un- 
derstand, that from the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and to buHd Jerusalem^ unto the Messiah the 
Prince, shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two 
weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, 
even in troublous times. And afjter threescore and two 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself; and 
the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy 
the city and the sanctuary ; and the end thereof shall be 
with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are 
determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with 
many for one week : and in the midst of the week he 
shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and 
for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it 
desolate, even until the consummation, and that deter- 
mined shall be poured upon the desolate.'' . 

In these, instructions we perceive that the 70 weeks 
are " divided into two periods, viz. ; seven weeks and, 
threescore and two weeks, and one week. Seven weeks 
and threescore and two weeks, or sixty-nine weeks, were 
to transpire from the going forth of the commandment 
unto the " Messiah, the Prince^' ; and from that, there 
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was to be one week, for the confirmation of the cove- 
nant by him. 

The results which were to be accomplished during 
the 70 weeks, from the beginning to the end, are fully 
declared. 

1. " To finish the transgression." 

2. "To make an end of sins." 

3. " To make reconciliation for iniquity.'' 

4. ** To bring in everlasting righteousness." 

5. " To seal up the vision and prophecy." 

' 6. " To anoint the Most Holy," or as the Hebrew is, 
" Holy of Holies." 

1. ** To finish the transgression." This probably re- 
fers to the transgression of the Jews, as God's peculiar 
people. When God turned to tlie Gentiles, the Jews 
ceased to be, as a nation, that peculiar people, and their 
transgressions could no longer be considered as of such. 
According to the marginal reading, their transgressions 
were * restrained.' 

2. "To make an end of sins," or, according to the 
margin, to "seal up" sins ; i. e. that during these weeks 
the Jews would fill the measure of their iniquity, and 
make their judgment sure; by the crucifixion of their 
Saviour, and by their imprecation, " his blood be upon us 
and on our children." (Matt, xxvii. 25.) 

3. " To make reconciliation for iniquity" ; by the 
atonement of Christ 

4. **To bring in everlasting righteousness"; by his 

I 

death. 

5. "To seal up the vision and prophecy." Daniel 
was commanded, in anticipation of those instructions, to 
" understand the niatter and consider the vision," the 
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eighth chapter yision, as has been shown. He now 
hears the declaration, that these 70 weeks shall ** seal up 
the vision and prophecy." ** Seventy weeks are deter- 
mined upon thy people and upon thy holy city to finish 
the transgression," &it^ and ^ to seal up the vision and 
prophecy^^ — or, as the margin reads, ^ to seal up the vi- 
sion and prophet" 

^ To seal," means to make sure. In Rev. xx. 3, the 
Dragon is represented as shut up in the bottomless pit, 
and a seat set upon him; to show that he is secure, — 
** that he should deceive the nations no more." And by 
Matt xxvii. 66, we learn that the chief priests and Phar- 
isees, lest the Son of God snould be stulen away, ^ made 
the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone." Hence, to seal 
up the vision and prophecy, the eighth chapter vision 
and prophecy, is to make them sure, — to secure them 
against the suspicion of fraud or inaccuracy. And what, 
in'' the vision and prophecy, needs the seal of security 
against suspicion of fraud, inaccuracy, or liability to fail, 
more than does the time appointed for their fulfillment ? 
nay, what part of the vision and prophecy so critical, 
what part more weighty, what part so liable to cavilation, 
and disbelief, as the time therein and therefor appoint- 
ed ? and what can an assignment of time be a seal upon, 
more naturally, than upon time ? If then the 70 weeks 
have been fulfilled, God has set his seal upon the 
eighth chapter vision, including the time, and, in the 
same manner that the 70 weeks were fulfilled, the 2300 
days are sure. The sentiment of the 23d and 24th 
verses, (which was shown also when we., were consider- 
ing the purpose of the command in the 23d,) when fully 
expressed, appears to be, — * Understand the matter and 
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consider the vision ; and, to enable thee to do this, know 
thou, that 70 weeks are determined upon thy people and 
upon thy holy city, or, are cut off for thy people and thy 
boly city, to finish the transgression, &c., and to make 
■urethe vision and prophecy, as a thing unalterable, 
fix^d and sealed ; — which shall thus.be made unto those 
who succeed thee, when these weeks are fulfilled.* * In 
the manner and from the date that the 70 weeks are ful- 
filled, let their faith be established that the 2300 days 
Are sure ; and, '' Enow, therefore, and understand, that 
frofn the going forth of the commandment to restore and 
huild JeruadUmT &c., the 2300 days shall begin/ 

The chronology of tl^ 2300 days, then, depends upon 
the manner of the fulfilment of the 70 weeks. If those 
weeks were fulfilled in years, seven years to a week, and 
if they commence at a definite point, then the 2300 days 
are so many years, and commence at the samt point 

The. date from which the 70 weeks were to com- 
ipence, was that of a certain deicree to rebuild Jerusa- 
lem; — "Know, therefore, and understand, that from the 
going forth of the commandment ta restore and to build 
Jerusalem,** &c. 

There are four orders which were given at difiTercnt 
times, through the spate of 92 years, from the Persian 
court, in faVor of the Jewish place and people, and which 
of these four was the terminus a quo (date) of the 70 
weeks, is a question that has elicited different opinions. 
The opinion most generally received, supposes that the ^ 
decree designed, is that found in Ezra vii. 12 — 26,- given 
in the seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes Lougima- 
nus, king of Persia; and, according to- the marginal 
chronology, B. C. 457. This would make the 70 weeks. 
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reckoning them weeks of years, expire in the year of our 
Saviour's crucifixion, A. D. 33. Some even, from a 
comparison of Ezra viii. 3Ist with the particulars attend- 
ant upon the crucifixion, as narrated by the Evangelists, 
maintain that their fulfilment was precise in Christ's 
death, even to a day. But, many chronological tables 
differ from the marginal chronology of Ezra vii., and Mr. 
Litch, in his late work, (Kingdom of God, vol. i. pp. 135, 
136,) gives us items from Rollings Chronology, which 
show, tiiat B. C. 457, instead of being the seventh year 
of Artaxerxes's reign, was the twentieth. 

If Rollin's Chronology be esteemed correct, it will 
lead to the adoption of the fourtfi^ferder from the Persian 
court, as the one from which to date the 70 weeks ; and 
more especially so, since, in addition to its having been 
given B. C. 457, il also is found to be the only one of 
the four, which accords with the terms of the prophecy. 
The fourth was given " to restore and to build Jerusa- 
lem," whereas the three preceding more especially con- 
cern the building of the temple, as we see by reading 
Ezra i. 1—4, vi. fi— 12, and vii. 12—27. 

The fourth gract was to Nehemiah. In Neh. ii. 1 — 6 
we read : — " And ii camu to pass in the month Nisan, in 
'the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was 
before him : and I took up the wine and gave it unto 
the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his 
presence. Wherefore the king said unto me. Why is 
thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick ; this is 
nothing else but sorrow of heart. Tiicn I was very sore 
afraid. And I said unto the king, Let the king live 
forever : why should not my countenance be sad, when 
the citiff (he place of my fathers* sepulchres, lieth waste, 
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and the gates thereof are consumed with fire ? Then 
the k'lnrr said unto me. For what dost thou make re- 
quest? So I prayed to the God of heaven. And I said 
unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant 
have found favor in thy sight, that thou wouldst send mo 
unto Judah, unto the citi/ of m^f fathers* sepulchres^ that 1 
may. huUd U. And the king said unto me, For how long 
shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return ? So 
ii pleased the kifig to send me." 

It is not only obvious that this commission best cor- 
responds with the terms of the prophecy, viz , " to re- 
store and to build Jerusalem," but, from Neh. i. ii. and 
iv., it is equally obvious that unto the time of this com- 
mission, Jerusalem had lain a heap of ruins ; and that by 
Nehemiah, the street and wajls tvere built ** in troublous 
timtsP I am hence induced to believe, that the com- 
mission to Nehemiah gives date to the 70 weeks, and 
consequently to the 2300 days, and that the chronology 
of Roliin is correct Four hundred and fifiy-sevcn 
years of the prophecy expired, then, at the advent of our 
Saviour, according to the vulgar era, A. D. 1. 

If to these years we add the year of the crucifixion, 
A. D. 33, we obtain 490; which is the number of days 
in 70 weeks, and also the number of years " from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem," unto that which is one of the closing events 
of the prophecy— the cutting off of the Messiah. Thus 
it appears that the 70 weeks were fulfilled in 490 years ; 
i e were fulfilled by /the rule of a day for a year; and 
since these weeks were to give understanding in the 
2300 days, as before shown, those days were years, and 
commenced at the same time. . 
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But I 4o not rest the decision in regard to the date of 
the 70 weeks upon the chronology of RoUin and the 
agreement of the commission to Nehemiah with the re- 
quirements of the. prophecy. I conceive the ^ word and 
the testimony/ on. this point, to be sufficient and fullr-- 
The prophecy says, "Know, therefore, and understand^ 
that from the going forth of the commandment to restore 
and to build Jerusalem, unh th£ Messiah the Prince, 
shall be seven weeks and threescore and two weeks*'; 
or, .69 weeks. Now we must allow that, the 70 weeks, 
or, if we choose, that the 70 sevens, equal to 490, wer6 
fulfilled in 490 years, (for, adopt whose chronology we 
wUly we can pretend but a few years Variation between 
the time for which the prophecy was appointed, and the 
time in which it was fulfilled,) or else, we must give up 
this prophecy, and with the infidel Jew, reject Daniel as 
a prophet and Christ as our Messiah. This we shall not 
do: and consequently we ^ay, that 'one week. of the 
prophecy is seven years ; inasmuch as 70 weeks are 490 
years. If one week is seven years, ^ seven weeks and 
threescore and two weeks," or 69 weeks, the time from 
the' going forth of the commandment unto the Messiah, 
is 483 years. Four hundred and eighty-three years, 
then, from the going forth of a certain commandment, 
the Messiah was to appear. 

Paul, writing to his Galatian brethren, (iv. 4,) and in- 
timating, by the force of analogy, that the time for the 
appearing of the Messiah was before appointed, says : 
*' But tohen the fulness of time' was comCj God sent forth 
his Son.*' Now, what was the fulness of time that had 
come, when God sent forth his Son, if it was not the 
time foretold by Daniel ? and what time had Daniel fore- 
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foId, but the 69 weeks? The 'sendiog forth the Son,' 
by God, the Father, roust be understood either of the 
time of his birth, or of the commencement of his publi9 
life. It is not probable that the time of his birth is 
meant, for when he was subject to his parents as were 
other children, and while he I'omained a private individ- 
ual, none of those mig^hty works which he was to ac- 
complish, and which were the only object of his advent, 
had been exhibited ; and the world, by himself , had not 
been called to receive him: — but when he appeared 
openly to the world, Jind received an audible witness 
from heaven, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased" — ^God had officially sent forth his Son, and 
acknowledged. What, then, but the 69 weeks of Dan- 
iel, the 483 years, was ^ the fulness of time" in which 
God sent forth his Son ? 

Again, as Christ began his ministry by declaring * the 
acceptable year of the Lord,' (Luke iv. 19,). so also, he 
afterwards recognized that he had, in accordance with 
the prophecy, -a set time appointed for the continuance 
of his ministry. The prophecy says, " And he shall con- 
firm the covenant with many for one week," seven years. 
Christ, at a certain time, when " he would not walk in 
Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him," (John vii. 1,) 
was importuned by his brethren, to go up to Jerusalem 
to the feast of tabernacles ; but he said, " My time is not 
yet come. * * The world cannot hate you, but me it ha- 
teth. • * * I go not up yet unto this feast" Therefore, 
when he did go, he went not " openly, but as it were in 
secret;" (John vii, 6, 7,8 and 10,)— yet, St Luke testi- 
fies, ix. 51, " PFhen the time teas come that he shovtd he 
delivered up^ he steadfasUy set Ms face to go to- Jeruso' 
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lem ;" aod when he was about to celebrate the passover 
for the last time, he sent before him this message — (Matt, 
xxvi. 18,) — " My time is at hand :*' and when about to be 
betrayed, and coming to his disciples and finding them 
sleeping, he said, " Sleep on now :— It is enough — The 
hour is come" ! (Mark xiv. 41.^ And St Paul says to 
the Romans, (v. 6,) ** For,, when we were yet without 
strength, in due time,^^ or, by the margin, ^^ according to 
the timt^^ " Christ died." Now when his brethren sought, 
in that very city where he was to be condemned to death, 
to lead him into peril of his life, why did he say to them, 
" My time is not yet come," if he had not a time ap- 
pointed ? And, if his time was not appointed, how could 
he say, when about to celebrate the passover — ^ My time 
IS at ha7id^^7 — and, after this, when just to be betrayed, 
" The hour is come" ? and, why, at one time, so averse 
to encounter unnecessary peril, and at another, " when 
the time was come that he should be delivered up," so 
zealous to " steadfastly set his face" thereto ? — and why 
should he exclaim — " The hour is come that the Son of 
man should be glorified I Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit — * * Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I 
say? Father, save me from this hour? — But for this 
cause came I unto this*hour. Father, glorify thy name" ? 
(John xii. 23, 24, 27 and 28 verses.) Why this opposi- 
tion of determination, why this exclamation, and why 
this agony of soul, unless the time for the Messiah to be 
cut off, had come ? That time had come. He had con- 
firmed the covenant with many one week, seven years. 
By the Mosaic law, no one *' came to do the service of 
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the ministry," until thirty years of age; (see Num. iv. 
47, and the whole chapter) — and so Christ, since he 
••came not to destroy the law," (Matt, v. 17,) but to 
"magnify the law and make it honorable," (Isa.xlii. 21,) 
came not to be baptized, says St. Luke (iii. 23,) until he 
" began to be about thirty years of age ;" and about forty 
days after, we hear him reading in the synagogue from 
the prophecy of Isaiah — ** The spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 
to the poor ; he haih sent me to heal the broken hearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind ; to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord ;" and saying, 
" This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears." (Luke 
V. 18, 19 and 21 verses.) 

Sl Luke, who alone of the Evangelists records in a 
connected manner the commencement of Christ's minis- 
try, (Matthew and Mark proceeding immediately from 
the forty days temptation to the commencement of his 
more effective ministry, in tlie midst or last half of the 
week,) says — " Now, when all the people were baptized, 
it came to pass that Jesus also, being baptized and pray- 
ing, the heaven w^as opened. * * * And Jesus himself 
began to be about thirty years of age. ♦ * * And Je- 
sus, being full of the Holy Ghost, returned from Jordan 
and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being for- 
ty days tempted of the devil. * * * And when the devil 
had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for 
a season. Jlnd Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit 
into Galilee ; and there went out a fame of him through 
all the region round about, m^nd he taught in their syn^ 
agogues, being glorifitd of aW (See Luke iii. 21—23, 
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iv. 1, 2y and 13 — 15.) Christ was thirty years of age 
when he began bis ministry. 

It is a universally conceded point, and is susceptible 
of rigid proof, that our Anno- Domini is four years too 
late, and consequently the chronology of our bibles, 
which makes Christ to have been baptized in our A. D. 
36, is correct It is also universally conceded, and is 
susceptible of equal proof, that Christ was crucified id 
our A. D. 33. Hence Christ's ministry was for seven 
years, from A. D. 26 to A. D. 33, and, as these years fin- 
ished his ministry, and as the accompanying and last re- 
sult of the 70 weeks was accomplished, probably, at or 
about the same time, 457 years of the 70 weeks are 
shown to have expired at his birth, A. D. 1. 

In what month of the year the 70 weeks terminated, it 
is impossible to say. Tht closing event of the 70 weeks 
tB the sixth resttU which was to be accomplished l^y them, 
viz , the anointing of the Most Holy ; and to extend the 
time of this to a period far from the crucifixion, seems 
impossible ; but whether we should understand it of 
Christ, and apply it at his death, April 3, as some do, or 
whether we should take the more literal rendering, " Ho- 
ly of Holies," and understand by it the place which 
Christ now occupies, at the right hand of God, and that 
the "^ Holy of Holies" was anointed by the entering in of 
Christ, ** once into the Holy Place," (see Heb. ix.^(12 v.) 
and X. &c.,)— or whether the event was consummated in 
some other way and at some other neighboring time, is 
not easy to determine. I incline to the opinion, tliat the 
70 weeks ended at the ascension, forty days afler the 
resurrection, when our Lord may have consecrated by 
his presence the ^Holy of Holies"— the mediatorial 
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tiirone ; where he now sitteth, " having obtained eternal 
redemption," and **ever liveth to make intercession for 
them" " that come unto God by him." (Heb. vii. 25.) — 
If this be correct, then the 70 wQ^ks ended A. D. 33, 
the 15th of May, and, if the fulfilment was precise, to a 
day, then 457 years of the 70 weeks expired the 15th of 
May, A. D. 1, and the 2300 days will end the 15th of 
May, A. D. 1843. But I wish to have the impression 
distinct, that I presume notto declare the precise time 
in which the 70 weeks did, and in which, consequently, 
the 2300 days will, terminate ; and, farther, that I know 
not but that it may be consistent with God's mercy and 
troth, to prolong time, after the expiration of the latter ; 
but, this I must, I do believe, that all we may have of 
time, if any t after the expiration of the days, will be by 
tufftranct. 

Let us now confine ourselves to the numbers by which 
the question is answered in the chapter containing the 
text . 

The 1335 days are tlie closing number in Uie period 
to be. occupied by the wonders ; and commence with the 
same event as do the 1290, viz., « the taking away of the 
Daily." (See 11 — 13 vs. with the marginal readings.) 

The evidence, in support of the sentiment, that the 
^ Daily" (^iht cefiltnual wixktd^ and not, as our transla* 
tons have it, ^ the daily sacrifice,") is the daily or con- 
tinual abomination of Paganism, has before been giveik 
(See Disq. iii. pp. 60, 71, 72.) 

Paganism, among the ten kings, the line in which tfa# 
prophecy extends, ceased A. D. 508, whea the last of 
thenii Arthar, of Englaadi was baptiaaed into the Christ 
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kn faith. The 1335 days added to this date, bring us 
to the time when Daniel shall stand in his lot, in 1843. 

The Pope's power was broken, and the saints were 
taken out of his hand, A. D. 1798. The 1290 days, com- 
mencing with the taking away of the Daily, A. D. 508, 
end A. D. 1798, and * blessed is he who waits, in the 
faith of the gospel, forty-five years from this, the differ- 
ence between 1290 and 1335, and comes to the resur- 
rection of the. just, in 1843. 

The *Hime, times and a half" is the duration of Papal 
dominion, from the time it was conferred, A. D. 538 ; 
and is a period, as has before been shown, of 1260 years. 
Twelve hundred and sixty years from A. D. 538, brings 
us to A. D. 1798 ; and the difference between 1335 and 
1290 for which those must wait who shall be blessed at 
the end of the days, and during which Papacy shall have 
accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, 
brings us to the time when all these things shall be fin- 
ished in 184a 

The ** Daily" (Paganism) was taken away, by the con- 
version of Arthur, A. I). 508, and Papacy was set up, in 

» 

effective character, by Justinian, A. D. 538 ; thirty years 
having elapsed between the two events. The prophetic 
numbers, 1290 and 1260, show this difference. During 
this thirty years, the '^ Abomination that maketh deso* 
late," was maturing, and being prepared to make its ap- 
pearance at the appointed time. That time long since 
arrived. The Desolator (the Roman power) has prac- 
tised, prospered, destroyed the mighty and the holy 
people, and its dominion has been taken away. It now 
awaits its final destiny, viz., Ho be broken without hand,' 
in 1843. 
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We have the ansiver then in this form : 

1. In the 7th verse — the "time, times and a half," or 
1260 years, the time of Papal don)inion, and 

2. In I he 11th verse— the 1290 days, including the 
time of Papacy and its setting* up, and 

3. In the 12ih verse—the 1335 days, including*, first, 
the time occupied in setting up the Abomination that 
maketh dobolate, 30 years, 
second, the dominion of that power, 1260 " 
third, the time to be occupied in the 

final accomplishment of the scattering 
oftJie power, of the holy people, (called 
•* the time of the end,") * 45 ♦* 



making 1335 years, 

commencing A. D. 508 



and ending A. D. 1843. 

'* How LOrtO SHALL IT BE TO THE EKD OF T^ESE 
WONDERS ?" 

" And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was 
upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right 
hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him 
that liveth forever, that it shall be for a time, times and 
a half, and when he shall have accomplished to scatter 
the power of the holy people, all these things shall be 
finished. * * * Ai)d from the time that the Daily shall 
be taken away, and thp Abomination that maketh des- 
olate set up," (to set up, &c., says the margin,) ** there 
shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. — 
Blessed is he who waileth, and cometh to the thousand 
three hundred and five and thirty days. But go thou 
thy way till the end be, for thou ehalt rest, and stand in 
thy lot at the end of the daya" ! 
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Having shown from the text, Daniel x. 21, that the 
eleventh and twelfth chapters of Daniel are '* noted," 
according to the sense of that text, in Danl. vii. viiu and 
ix^ and consequently that DaniePs prophecies are all 
connected for the perfection of one design, it is now 
proper, (since we were assisted in our labor by a divi- 
sion of the eleventh and twelfth chapters, which might 
then have appeared arbitrary,) to inquire after iheft^/U" 
ment of the prophecy of those chuaptera ; whereby we may 
determine, whether the divisions heretofore institoted 
among, and the applications made of, them, were, or 
were not, correct* Let us, therefore, commence with 
the opening of the prophetic instructions, in 

CHAPTER XL 

1st verse, f Darius reigned about two years after the 
conquest of Babylon. His first husiness was to secure 
the interests of bis kingdom, by the appointment of one 
hundred and twenty princes, and over these three presi- 
dents, of whom Daniel was made chief. (Danl. vi. 1, 2.) 
The friendship which he had for Daniel was remarka- 
Me ; (see Danl. vi.) and his decree that * the God of Dan- 
iel is the living God,' and also his remark, ^ Thy God 



* The divitioM refarred to, may ba roand in table, pp. 78, 79. 

tTo introdace the tcriptora hare and in the like caaei fol- 
lowinc, would ba to iwell thia volume needlcaaly. The reader 
will pTcua refer to hia Bible. 
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whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee"— 
show that he had some religious sentiments, and was, in 
some sense, prepared and willing to declare the truth. 

It could not be otherwise than that Daniel, enjoying 
the eminent confidence and favor of Darius, would exert 
an influence to induce kindness tonrards the Jewish 
people. Indeed, it appears that those sentiments to- 
wards the Jews, which, in the first year of Cyrus, (the 
successor of Darius,) resulted in a decree "to build the 
house of the Lord in Jerusalem," (Ezra i. 3,) were cher- 
ished in the reign of Darius; and this, also, according 
to the first verse of this chapter, by the immediate influ- 
ence of the angel, who is now showing Daniel out of 
the scripture of truth. 

2d verse. Cyrus, the nephew and son-in-law of Da- 
rius the Median, was now king. His successors were — 

1. Cambyces, his son, called Ezra iv. 6, Ahasuerus, 

2. Smerdis, the magian, called Ezra iv. 7. Artax- 
erxes, 

3. Darius Hystaspis, who married Cyrus's daughter, 

4. Xerxes, the son of Darius Hystaspis. 

Xerxes riches were in«ixhaustible. He raised an ar- 
my of more than 5,000,000 persons, to invade Greece ; 
and though being affrighted to his ships by the tragedies 
of Thermopylse, he yet hoped for decided and distin- 
guished victory ; but the engagement nearSalamis ruined 
his fleet, and he and his queen fled to Babylon. In his 
flight he left the command of the land forces with Mar- 
donius, who was forced to a battle at Platiea, and his 
army subdued, pn the same day that the remainder of 
the. Persian fleet was destroyed at Mycale. "Thus 
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ended the greatest enterprise that ever had been at- 
tempted, with the greatest overthrow that had ever been 
witnessed," and the Greeks were secinred from foreign 
invasion until the time of Philip of Macedon. 

3d verse. Alexander. He reigned but twelve years, 
yet he conquered the world. He at first was generous, 
but at last became entirely Persian in his luxuriouB 
habits^ morose, vain and tyrannical. None of his most 
serviceable and worthy friends dared oppose him. Cly» 
tus, who had saved his life, and Callisthenes, the brave, 
fell by his fury. (See Note iv. at the end of the book.) 

4th verse. Alexander died in the fall strength of his 
kingdom in Babylon, by excess and debauchery, in tha 
S3d year of his age, {Md2 years and S months,) B. C. 
^3. In the course of about fifteen years, his mother, 
brother, wives and sons, comprising his whole family, 
perished ; chiefly by treachery and murder, instigated by 
Cassander. 

The government was originally divided after him, 
among thirty- three of bis more prominent generals, w1k> 
took the name of satrapies, and who, by feuds and quar- 
rels, oppressed their subjects and murdered and sup- 
pressed each other. After the royal fiimily had become 
extinct, the famous battle fought by them ai f psus, B. C. 
301, decided the fate of the kingdom and divided it into 
four parts, under 

Lysimachus, in the north — ^Thrace, 

Seleucus, in the east — Syria, 

Ptolemy Lagns, in the south — Egypt, and 

Cassander, in the west^-Macedonia. 

5th verse. Ptolemy Lagus, sumamed Soter, the king 

5 
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of the south, extended hia dominions duringr his rei^ 
and was a popular monarch. Seleucus Nicator, who, 
^ according^ to Arian, was the greatest and most power« 
fttl of the princes who inherited the Macedonian empire 
after the death of Alexander," at first received Babylon 
as his province, but soon added "' Media and some of 
the neighboring provinces ;" and, after the^nal division 
of Alexander's dominions, " became master of Syria," 
north of Egypt, and ^ built a city there, which he called 
Antioch, in honor of his father, and made it the capital 
of his" kingdom. (See Note v. at the end of the book.) 

6th v^rse. The reign of Antiochus Soter, successor 
of Seleucus Nicator, is here passed over in silence. 

Antiochus Theos, successor of Antiochus Soter, to 
terminate a bloody war which broke out in the third 
year of his reign between himself and Ptolemy Philadel- 
phus, king of Egypt, successor of Ptolemy Lagus, agreed 
to banish his wife, Laodice, and her children, and to 
marry Berenice, daughter of Ptolemy Philadelphus ; 
with the provision, that ^' the male issue of the marriage 
were to succeed to the crown." " Ptolemy died two 
years after this, and Antiochus repudiated Berenice and 
restored Laodioe." Laodice, " resolving to secure the 
succession, poisoned Antiochus, and placed her son," 
Callinicus, '*oq the throne, and despatched Berenice 
and her son and many of her Egyptian attendants, 2^ 
years before the Christian era," * 

7th verse. Ptolemy Euergetes, successor of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, early engaged in a war against Antiochus 
Theos, for his uukindness to Berenice, his sister. In 
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Arm/' signifi^i 'ability for protection or defence.' 
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tills war, " with the most rapid succeM, he conquered 
3yria and Cilecia, and advanced as far as Bactrionaand 
the confines of India.'' 

8th vs. Ptolemy Euergetes carried home with him no 
less than twenty-five hundred idols; among which we^e 
some that Cambyses had formerly carried out of Egypt 
He carried away many captives, 40,000 talents of silver, 
and many precious vessels. For tliese achievements, 
the Egryptians gave liim his title, ^ Euergetes," or Bene- 
factor. 

Cailinicus, who had succeeded to the throne of Syria, 
upon the death of his father, and who attempted to con- 
tinue the war with Ptolemy Euergetes, died in exile, in 
Parthia, by a fall from his horse ; while Ptolemy Euer- 
getes continued four or five years afier unmolested in 
his kingdom. 

9th verse. Ptolemy Euergetes, while in the kingdom 
of Selencus Cailinicus, heard of a sedition which had 
taken place in Egypt, during his absence, and was obli- 
ged to return to suppress it Had it been otherwise, he 
would, probably, have entirely destroyed the kingdom 
of Syria. 

10th verse. Seleucus Ceraunus, a ^ weak, timid and 
irresolute monarch, succeeded Seleucus Cailinicus on 
the throne of Syria. He attempted to regain his father's 
dominions, but " was murdertd by two of his officers, 
after a reign of three years, B. C. 2Q3 ; and his brother, 
Antiochus, though only fifteen y^ears old, succeeded to 
the throne." 

Antiochus, (afterwards called the Great,) ** overran 
the countries" which Ptolemy Philopater, the successor 
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of Euergetes, held in upper Asia, and " spread desola- 
tion like a flood," wherever he passed : and in this state 
of matters, each party being fearful- of success, they both 
treated of peace, but prepared for war ; and Antiochus, 
attacking " Ptolemy Philopater's forces, overcame them, 
and carried his arms even to the borders of Egypt, which 
he threatened with an invasion." 

11th verse. The conduct of Antiochus " exceedingly 
exasperated Ptolemy" Philopater, so that he gathered 
his forces and " entirely defeated Antiochus," and ** obli- 
ged him to return to Antioch," and thence to sue for 
peace. The battle was fought at Raphia, and Antio- 
chus's army is said to have consisted of 62,000 foot, 
6,000 horse, and 100 elephants. 

12th verse. Ptolemy Philopater did not pursue the 
advantages of his victory, but became vain of his suc- 
cess and gave himself up to the most unbridled lusts. — 
After the retreat of Antiochus, he visited the cities of 
his Asiatic dominions, and Jerusalem among the rest. 
There, he was by force restrained from entering into the 
Holy of Holies, and being enraged on this account, "he 
destroyed, some say 40,000 and others 60,000 of his Jew- 
ish subjects, in Egypt, by a most furious persecution." 
His baseness and cruelty disgusted his people, and 
weakened his government. 

13th verse. Fourteen years after, Antiochus having 
recovered from his last defeat, and amassed great riches 
by his success in the east, again moved an immense ar- 
my, larger than the former, against Egypt 

14th verse. The Jews, suffering so much under Ptol- 
emy Philopater in the last days of his dissolute reign, 



"broke off their allegiance and were ready to join Antio* 
chu8. Many of the Egyptians also, on account of the 
baseness of the court favorites, Agathoclesand rehitives, 
were ready to join him. In this state of things, Ptolemy 
Epiphanes succeeded to his father's throne at the age of 
four or five years ; and, presented with an aspect so fa- 
vorable for revolution, Antiochos of Syria, and Philip of 
Macedon, entered into an alliance, agreeing to divide 
the Egyptian kingdom between themselves. But Anti- 
ochus, being instigated by the vanquished Hannibal to 
pari'y arms against the Romans, rather than attempt to 
sustain a war both at home and abroad at the same time, 
deemed it ex))edient to accomplish the purposes at home, 
by stratagem. Accordingly he gave to the king of the 
south, Ptolemy Epiphanes, his daughter Cleopatra, in 
marriage ; calculating that she would betray the inter- 
ests of her husband and prove faithful to her father. — 
But in this he was disappointed ; for, when with a for- 
midable fleet he had subdued ** most of the maratime 
places on the coasts of Asia, Thrace and Greece," con- 
federate with Rome, she (contrary to his expectations 
and desires) *' joined with her husband, in an embassy to 
Rome to congratulate them upon the victories over her 
father, and to exhort them, after they had expelled him 
out of Greece, to prosecute the war in Asia ; assuring 
them, at the same time, that the king and queen of 
Egypt would readily obey the commands of the senate." 
As to the phrase, "the robbers of thy people," Bishop 
'Newton remarks, that the Hebrew is, literally, ^ ffte sons 
of the breaktrSf and, certainly, no one will be stumbled 
to divine who these are, if he has daly considered Dan- 
iel iL 40, and Daniel viL 7 and 19| tk :— ** And the 



Jhwih Hngdom sbsil be strong as iron: forasmuch 99 
iron hreakelh in pieces and attbdueih all things : and as 
iron that breaketh all these^ shall it break in pieces and 
bruise.^ . • . ^ After this I saw in the night visions, and 
behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong 
exceedingly ; and it )iad great iron teeth ; it devoured 
and break in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet 
of U: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were 
before it ; and it had ten horns." " Then I would know 
the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all 
the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of 
iron, and his nails of brass ; which devoured, and break 
in pieces^ and stamped the residue with his feet :" — I say, 
if any one has considered these passages and has noti- 
ced the answer which was brought out by the last, viz., 
Daniel vii. 23—** The fourth beast shall be the fourth 
kingdom upon earthy which shall be diverse from ^U 
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall 
tread it down, and break it in pieces,^ he cannot long re- 
main at a loss to know who ^ the sons of the breakers'* 
are. Accordingly we find Rollin saying, that 

" Whilst they" (Antiochus and Philip,) ** were medi- 
tating to dispossess a weak and helpless infant of his 
kingdom, by piecemeal. Providence raised up the Ro- 
mans against them, who entirely subverted the king- 
doms of Philip and Antiochus, and reduced their suc- 
cessors to almost as great calamities as those with which 
they intended to crush the infant king." 

Egypt was brought to subjection, and Epiphanes ex- 
ercised a reign of twenty-four years, unto the time of 
his death, B. C. 180. Macedon was reduced to a Ro- 
mnn province, B. C 148, and Syria «nd Jn^.rn, B. C. 65. 
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So thftty though ffiany aioodup ftgainst the kiog of the 
south, they did ^fall** ; and, also, the robbers of God's 
people, the Romans, by whom they fell, exalted them- 
selves to establish the vision, i. e. in order to fulfill from 
that time forward, the vision which Daniel had had of 
them, and had recorded in the seventh chapter. 

15th verse. The Romans, at an early period, made 
friendship with the Egyptians ; as early, even, as' the 
days of the second Ptolemy (Philadelpfaus, B. C. 284 — 
^6.) But after the time of Ptolemy Epiphanes, (B. C. 
204 — 180,) whose cruelties raised seditions among his 
own subjects, and showed him the need of that Roman 
alliance which he was ever so sedulous to maintain and 
cultivate, they exercised a sort of supervisory and pa- 
ternal control over that kingdom, settling internal diffi- 
culties and repelling foreign force, until the days of 
Ptoleq^y Auletes, (B. C. 65 — 51,) whose predecessor, 
Alexander 3d, hy will left them the kingdom. Aule- 
tes, upon his succession, *^knew that he could not be 
firmly established on his throne without the approbation 
of the Roman senate." He therefore made his applica- 
tions, and Cffisar, who was then consul, and in want of 
money, established his succession, and granted him the 
alliance of the Romans, after he had received the enor- 
mous sum of about £1J.62,500 sterling. These mea- 
sures rendered Auletes extremely '* unpopular, at home, 
and when he had suffered the Romans quietly to take 
possession of Cyprus, the Egyptians revolted, and Au- 
letes was obliged to flee from his kingdom and seek 
protection among his most powerful allies." — ^ His com- 
plaints were heard at first with indifference ;" ^ Pompey, 
however, supported his cause^ aud the senators decreed 
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to re-establish him oo his throne." ^'Gabinids at the 
head of a Roman army,'* executed this decree ; first, hj 
Becoring a.11 the passes on his route from Syria, where 
he was then waging war, and second, by taking Peluci- 
um, the key of Egypt on the north, and all, biefore the 
Egyptians were apprised of their dangrer. Some resist* 
ance was made under Archelaus, but it was vain — Au- 
letes was restored. 

The chronology of the 14th verse extends to the yeinr 
B. C. 65, when the last of the neighboring states which 
Btood up against the. king of the south, <fell.' Gabi- 
oius subjected the Egyptians and restored Auletes, nine 
years after, viz^ B^ C. 56. So that he, who in the in- 
structions preceding the 14th verse, had been called the 
king of the north, had passed away, previous to the oc- 
currence of the matters referred to, in the 15th ; having 
been swallowed up by the Romans, who, thereby, be- 
came themselves the king of the north* The Romans, 
also, when in iherr own country, were on the north of 
Egypt somewhat to the west, and, moreover, the Gabi- 
nian army which restored Auletes, in their march to 
Egypt came through Syria. Hence, the king of the 
north, the Romans, seeking to restore the fugitive Au- 
letes to hts kingdom, by the Gabinian forces, came, 
^ took the most fenced cities,'' and caused ^ the arms" 
and ''the chosen people" of the south, to have ''no 
strength to stand." 

36th verse. ^ He that cometh against him," i e. the 
Roman powier. During the absence of Auletes, "his 
daughter, Berenice, had made herself absolute and es- 
tablished hersotf on the throne" ; " but she was soon 
driven from Egypt" by Gabininsy and was «fterw!atfds 
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pot to death by her father **for havingf worn the' crown 
during his exile." *^ In the same way," (by murder,) 
Aiiletes <* got rid of all the rich pe*aon8 who luid been of 
the adverse party.** ** The Egyptians snflfered all these 
indignities without a mnrmor," says Rollin. 

These things occorred in about the year B. C. 56L-— 
In B. C. 54, Crassus, one of the three triumvers, whose 
ruling passion was avarice, in his march against the 
Parthians, stopped in his way and plundered the Tem- 
ple of all its wealth, to the amount of £1,500,000 ster- 
ling — and, *^ after this time, Judea became the scene of 
almost constant oppressions from the Romans, until it 
was finally destroyed.** 

17th verse. Crassua died in his expedition against 
the Parthians, and the Roman government was left alone 
in the hands of Julius Cesar and Pompey. These soon 
became jealous of each other, and the battle of Pharsa- 
lis, R C. 48, robbed Pompey of all power, and caused 
him to escape, a fugitive, to Egypt, where he was base- 
ly murdered. The victorious Ctesar pursued ; and trust- 
ingio his fame, for influence in Egypt, took with him 
<*only HOO horse and 3,200 foot" On his arrival, he 
found to his surprise that Pompey was dead.. A civil 
war was waging between P. Dionysius and his sister 
Cleopatra, whom he had expelled, and the whole king- 
dom, thereby, was in a state of the greatest confusion. 
Cesar undertook to settle difficulties, by arbitration ; 
but soon found himself in trouble and involved in war. 
He was in the heart of an enemy's country, and had no 
forces adequate for the business he had undertaken.^- 
He immediately sent to Syria for aU the Roman potoer 
in that quarter. Calvinius, whom he had left in com- 
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mand of Asia Minor, several princes of Arabia, Cdo- 
Syria, and tlie free cities of Phoenecia and Syria, sent 
him troops. Antipater, (father of Herod,) joined him 
with 3,000 Jews : and had it not been for these last, the 
" upright ones with him,'' he would have entirely failed ; 
for, the country through which these troops had to pass 
was fall of dangerous defiles, which were now seized on 
by tho Jews. Through the influence of Antipater, let- 
ters were obtained from Hyrcanus, the high priest, to 
the Jews, thai they should favor Ciesar's party. Wheii 
this instruction was given, the passes were opened for 
the armies, and the Jews of many places not only open<* 
ed the passes, but afforded men and provisions. Thus 
succeeded, the troops, afler several severe struggles.and 
contests, entered £gypt and subdued it to Cleopatra's 
reign. 

Cssar, in his arbitration, decided that Cleopatra and 
her brother should share the throne jointly. With what- 
ever appearance of justice this decision was made, and 
however just it may have actually been, it is very evi- 
dent that Css&r was captivated in his affections fVnd 
this may have influenced his decisions in Cleopatra's 
favor, if it did not also influence him in undertaking the 
war which fqjjowed. He was exceedingly enamored of 
her, and continued with her all the time till April, 
though his aflfdirs there were settled by the first of Jan- 
uary, and though his honor, as aspiring monarch of the 
world, called him other ways. 

Though Cleopatra received C«esar to her embrace, 

and though a young Cesarian was the fruit of their 

feasts and nightly banquets, yet, when he left Egypt she 

' did not mind his counsels or stand for his defence. Sho 
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murdered her younger brother, whom Ciesar had ^ obli- 
ged her to marry** and to associate dpon the throne, and 
also declared for Brutus, the conspirator, at Cesar's 
death ; and afler, united with Antony against the Ro- 
man state. 

18th verse. From Egypt Ctesar sailed to Syria. Af- 
ter settling the government there, he entered Asia Mi- 
nor, and suppressed the revolt of Pharnases, son of 
Mithradates, with so much ease, that he described his 
success in a letter to the Roman senate, thus — '* Veni, 
vidi, visi.*' Thence he went to Rome, but immediately 
departed for Africa, where he defeated Cato, Scipio, and 
Juba, at Thapsis, in Africa Proper. Thence he repair- 
ed to Spain, where he defeated Pompey's sons at Mun- 
da. Thus victorious by his arms, and without a com- 
petitor, he meditated imperial power. The prince, who 
* for his own behalf," caused the " reproach offered by 
him to cease," was Brutus, a descendant of L. Junius 
Brutus, who expelled the Tarquins ; and be seems to 
have inherited the republican principles of his great pro- 
genitor. In the civil wars of the first triumvers, he fol- 
lowed the side of Pompey, as also did Cassius, who af- 
terwards married Junia, Brutus's sister. In the battle 
of Pharsalia, Ctesar Aot only spared his life, ** but made 
him one of his most faithful friends ;" yet, when Ciesar 
publicly meditated imperial authority, Brutus was ready 
to saerifice bis friend for the good of his country.— 
When it became manifest that his ambition was for per- 
sonal aggrandizement, he conspired against him with 
the **chicfestof the senators." and thus, with honor to 
himself, vindicated the spirit of his nation. 



\ 
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19th verie. A^er his return from Spain, " he entered 
Rome and triumphed over five different nations,— Gaul, 
Alexandria, Pontus, Arabia, and Spain ; and was created 
perpetual dictator.^ But now his glory was at an end. 
His uncommpn success had created him enemies, and 
he fell in the senate chamber of twenty-three wounds, 

- V 

on the ides (I5th) of March, B. C. 44. 

20th verse. Augustus Octavius Ceesar succeeded his 
uncle Julius ; and this, in the time of the greatest ex- 
tent and splendor of the Roman kingdom. He reigned 
in peace and glory, and died, *^ neither in anger nor in 
battle,'^ but peaceably in his bed, at the age of seventy- 
six. A peaceable death among friends was a rare thing 
for a Roman Ccesar. Augustus, Vespasian and Titus, 
were the only ones of the twelve, who enjoyed that de- 
sirable end. This is that Augustus, who in the time of 
the Saviour commanded ** all the world to be taxed." — 

m 

(Luke ii. 1.) 

21st and 22d verses. '^ And in his estate shall stand 
up a vile person.'.' Tiberius Claudius Drusus Nero.— 
The 21st and 22d verses, relating to him, are an exact 
transcript of his history and character. Wjiile a young 
man, he was raised to authority under Augustus, by the 
influence of his mother. His gravity ^nd austerity 
gained him, for a short time, the Emperor's confidence ; 
but it was soon shaken and withdrawn. However, on 
the death of the two Cesars, Caius and Lucius, August- 
tus was induced to take hira again inio favor and to 
adopt him. During the remainder of Augustus's life^ 
^* he behaved with great prudence and ability ; conclu- 
ding a war with the Germans in such a manner as to 
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merit a triumph. On the death of Augrustu? he suc- 
ceeded without opposition to the command of the em- 
pire. His first act was to murder the young Posthu- 
mua Agrippa, the only surviving son of Julitf, daughter 
of Augustus. After the deed was accomplidied, "Ti- 
berius, like Elizabeth of England, disavowed his own 
order." Says the biographer, " While Tiberius pro- 
ceeded immediately to the actual exercise of several of 
the imperial functions, such as delivering th«ir standard 
to the pretorian guard, having them in attendance on 
his person, and despatching letters to the armies, to an- 
nounce his succession, he affected to depend on the 
pleasure of the senate, and to consider himself unequal 
to the weight of the whole empire. In the confused, 
dilatory and ambiguous mode of his expressing, or rather 
hinting his sentiments, which he often designed to be 
understood in a contrary sense to what they seemed to 
bear, he strongly resembled CromwelL The servility of 
the senate ran before his ambition. They had after- 
wards leisure for repentance. Tiberius soon began to 
practise the dark, crooked and sanguinary policy, which 
i marks the jealousy, distrust, and terror of a conscious 
and suspicious tyrant Those who had formerly of- 
fended him, * * * were watched, circumvented, immured 
and destroyed. The law of high treason was made an 
instrument of punishing not actions merely, but looks, 
words and gestures. * * * A spy system was organized, 
which embraced informers, and agitators of plol^, • * • 
and, as a man's slaves and the guests at his table, might 
themselve§ be secret pensioners of this new police of 
inspection, Social confidence and domestic security were 
at once destroyed. Those who were suspected, were 
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supposed to be gnilty, * * and confiscations and execcr- 
tions succeeded each other." *'He no longer led the 
armies in person, but substituted for open war, the cun- 
ning of a mean, perfidious policy .'^ ^ He was a crafty 
speaker, and literally addicted to astrology.** 

''The share which the people had retained of the 
right of election, was entirely taken from them, the nom- 
ination of consuls was assumed by the emperor, and the 
choice of the magistrates, though ostensibly referred to 
the senate, was, really, determined by himself.* And, 
while by abolishing the commitia, or assemblies, he 
•* swept away the last vestige of popular liberty, and 
while he weakened the internal strength of the empire, 
by shedding the best blood of Rome and creating around 
him the solitude of death — he sacrificed her external 
glory to the same sleepless and devouring jealousy."— 
He *'lefl Spain and Syria, for several years, without 
governors, and allowed Armenia to be overrun by the 

Parthians, Mesfa by the Dacians, and Gaul by the 

neighboring Germans.** 
In the twenty-second yeajr of his reign our Saviour 

was crucified. * 

Tiberius was a friend, we may almost say, to none ; 

and like all such, he had none who were friends to him. 

The joy experienced by the Romans even, at their free* 

dom from his cruelties, was so great, that the imperial 

city, at his death, rang with acclamations, ^ Tiberhis to 

the Tiber ?• 

23d verse. The preceding verse brought ^s down to 
the ' cutting off of the Messiah,* in the last of the 70 
treeks, (the least of Daniel's^prophetic periods,} A. D. 3S. 
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The prophecy now returns a liiUe, to take another line 
of vie.w by which we shaU be conducted to the end. 

Oae of the parties referred to by the league, in the 
words, ^ And after the league made with him, &.C., is, 
indisputably, the Romans ; and since the angePs purpose 
iSf^to makt Daniel understand tobat sbfdl htfaU his peo^ 
pU^ the Jews must be the other. The first league be- 
tween the Romans and Jews, was a league of mutual 
asstatanee and defence, made during the reign of the 
Syrian king, Demetrius Soter, cir. B. C. J 60. At that 
time, Rome had just commenced the rapid spread of her 
empire \ — and so, in the words of the author of the Mac- 
cabees, "■ that matter," (the league of assistance,) ^'pleas- 
ed the Romans well ;" and indeed, they were ever well 
pleased to receive to themselves allies, and aflerwards, 
as occasion might offer, were ever equally well pleased 
to make them subjects ; which, as every one knows, waa 
the unbappy change with the Jews. 

24th verse. The J ewe or Hebrews appear to havBx 
supported in succession four kinds of government, — pa- 
triarchal, theocratic, regal, and monarchiaL This last 
form was introduced by Aristobulus ; who, as Josephus 
says, '* first of all put a diadem on his head," forty-eight 
years and three months after the delivery from tho 
Babylonish captivity. He however reigned but one 
year and died. He was succeeded by his brother Al- 
exander Janneus, who reigned twenty-seven years and 
was succeeded by his queen Alexandra for nine years. 
Her son, Aristobulus, having " been for a long time dis- 
pleased with his mother's conduct," during her last ill- 
ness "resolved upon an attempt to seize die govern* 
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ment." He wss so soccedsfal, that in a veiy short time 
he had the ^eat men of the nation, and was capable of 
raising an army. He was poorly opposed by his elder 
brother, Hyrcanus, to whom the succession properly be- 
longed, and after a battle at Jericho, the two brothers 
came to an agreement, which they confirmed *^ in the 
sight of the multitude and departed, the one, Aristobu- 
lus, to the palace, and the other, Hyrcanus, as a private 
man, to the former house of Aristobulus." But Hyrca- 
nus, being instigated by a certain rich Idnmean, called 
Antipater, soon yiolated his agreement and declared 
war. In thia state of affairs, Scaurus entered Judea 
from Pompey, who was in Armenia. He was immedi- 
ately attended by ambassadors ^* both from Aristobulus 
and Hyrcanus. Each desired his assistance." Scaurus, 
seeing it more for his interest and convenience, declar- 
ed for Aristobulus. A little after this, the brothers 
brought their matters before Pompey himself. Pompey, 
having heard their mutual accusations, ^ condemned 
Aristobulus for his violent procedure,'' but yet treated 
him mildly. But Aristobulus, notwithstanding the mild- 
ness of Pompey, twice disregarded his decisions, and 
the second time, retired to Jerusalem and prepared for 
vrar. Pompey marched to Jerusalem, set his battering 
rams against the walls, and demolished one of its 
towers ; which, in its fall, broke down a part of the for- 
tifications, and opened a way into the temple. The next 
day, Pompey commanded the temple to be cleansed, and 
offerings to be brought. He also restored the high 
priesthood to Hyrcanus, — made Jerusalem tributary to 
the Romans^ — dismembered several cities from Judea 



and annexed them to Sj^a, and placed the whole ^nder 
Roman authority, B. C. 65. 

Upon the full of the tower, the Roman general and 
many of. those who were with him, entered the temple 
and also the Holy of Holies. This, before, with some 
individual exceptions, at most, had been inaccessible, 
and seen by none except the high priest^ und by him, 
but once a year. 

Pompey restored liberty to many of the cities and re- 
built many that had been demolished; but Herod's mu- 
nificence was beyond account Fie built, rebuilt, adorn- 
ed, and seemed to seek for splendor in every thing. — 
Even the temple was by him enlarged and made more 
magnificent. In all these things, he was prompted by a 
desire to effect and to perpetuate his popularity with the 
Romans ; and alno to procure to his own name a lasting 
renown. (See Josephns^s Antiquities xv. 8, 1 ; xv. 8, 5 ; 
and XV. 9, 5,) 

Though Herod regarded the splendor of his reign, and 
the honor of the Romans, more than he did the happi- 
ness of the Jews, (J. A. xv. 9, 5,) yet, for every viol^ion 
of their customs, and for every encroachment on their 
liberties, he either contrived a pretence, or made some 
one maiiced and splendid, tliongh deceitful sacrifice, de- 
signed to dazzle by unexpected enjoyment in the pre- 
sent, and to turn attention from tliat gradual and steady 
loss, which, was to induce unavoidable ruin, in the fu- 
ture. This, which rather than otherwise seconded the 
policy of Rome, we clearly enough discover from Jose- 
phus's Antiquities, xv. 9, 2 and 5 ; xv. 10, 4; xv. 11, 1, 
and xvi. 2, 4. 

25th verse. Mark Antony is now the king of the 
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south. It was Antony, who had the comnnoid of the 
horse, at the time that the Romans, by Gabtniuib, restored 
Auletes to his throne; and when Pompey had been 
conquered and ^Ciesar slain, Antony was one who arose 
to avenge his death. He enjoyed with Octavius, for 
some time, imperial authority; and, to confirm their 
friendship, married Octavia, his sister. But when he 
had gone to the east and become enamored of Cleopa- 
tra, he sent a divorce to Octavia, at Rome, and contin- 
ued in Egypt Octavius was incensed at the treatment 
his sister had received from Antony, and declared war 
against him with 250 ships and 80,000 foot, with as many 
horse. To this force Antony opposed 500 ships, ^00,000 
foot and 12,000 horse. But this mighty power was of 
no avail. He lost his battles, his army, and his fortune. 
This came about through the persuasion of Cleopatra, 
who, being proud of her naval force, induced a sea fight, 
(contrary to the advice of Antony's best oflicers,) in 
which she forsook her master witli sixty ships, and ruined 
his cause. 

26th verse. When Cleopatra fled from the battle, 
Antony, forgetful even. of himself, pursued. Many fell 
down slain ; but the land force, which was in sight of 
the action, and remained entire, and perhaps could have 
reversed the fortune of the day, yet, seeing the desert 
of their general, passed over to Csesar. Antony follow- 
ed Cleopatra to t^gypt, and there learned that his gen- 
eral at home, also, had betrayed his interest and declar- 
ed for his enemy. 

27th verse. Antony was the first to deplore Caesar's 
death, and to accuse his murderers. He rode upon the 
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popular favor, and was fast treading in Ccesar's steps.-^ 
The arrival of Octavius, (nephew of Csesar,) at Rohie, 
checked his ambition and afforded a rival. Antony as- 
pired to the government, and Octavius designed to in- 
herit it. Civil war was the consequence. Octavius was 
superior, and had Antony in his power ; but, perceiving 
that the design of the senate, in setting them at war, 
was to weaken both, and seeing clearly that the repub- 
lican party would be uppermost, and consequently that 
bis present success would be his future ruin, he shrewd- 
ly changed his policy toward Antony, and received him 
into favor ; dividing with him the government, and, for a 
- political purpose, though professedly through friendship, 
giving him in marriage his sister, Octavia. But this ad- 
justment of things did not continue long. Ctesar ea- 
gerly embraced an opportunity of ridding himself of his 
rival, when a favorable pretext was offered. Antony 
was destroyed, and Rome, receiving her conquerer, 
passed on to her destined end ; which may be consider- 
ed as having been induced, first, by cherishing luxury 
and refinement, consequent upon the monarchial system, 
and second, by the decline of the military power and the 
loss of public virtue. 

28lh verse. Afler the conquest of Egypt and the 
death of Antony and Cleopatra, Csesar returned in tri- 
umph to Rome. 

His successors, (if we except Claudius, who was weak 
and timid,) unto the time of Nero, who was scarcely less 
than a demon, were monsters of iniquity. Under Tibe- 
rius Christ was crucified; and Nero instigated the first 
of the ten persecutions. Under Vespasian the Jewish 
polity was entirely destroyed, and the nation dispersed . 
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After thia result, the Roman armies, by whom, und^r the 
command of Titus, it had been effected, were withdrawn 
from the country, and returned to Rome. 

^th verse. Afler the bpse of nearly 250 years &om 
the time of Titus and Vespasian, the government hav- 
ing declined in energy, and suffered by revolts, and also 
by the inroads of the Goths and Huns, Constantino re* 
moved the seat of empire to Brzantiuni,on the land route 
froDi Rome to Egypt But this removal of the imperial 
power towards the south, though Constantine enjoyed a 
splendid reign, was not, in its effects, like the former ad- 
vance of the Roman authority to subdue Egypt to Au- 
letes, or, like the latter against Antony, to make it a 
Roman province ; for this removal, and the withdrawal 
of the legions, which was consequent upon it, exposed 
the empire to the attacks of the Barbarians. These, 
before, bad been repulsed, but were now successful, and 
proved to Rome in the end, that they were amply suffi- 
.cient for its destruction. 

30th verse. Chittim was the great grandson of Noaii, 
and was one among whom " were the isles of the Gen- 
tiles divided in their lands," — ("the isles of the Gen- 
tiles" meaning the kingdoms of Europe. See Gen. x. 
1 — 5, and Scott's Notes thereoii — also. Bishop Newton 
on the Prophecies, Vol. L Dis. v.) 

The withdrawal of the legions from the western fron- 
tiers, under Constantine, was a direct invitation to the 
cupidity of the barbarians. Constantine, indeed, was 
superior to their attacks, but not so with his successors. 
The designs of the barbarous tribes early obtained, 
through the lenity of Valens, first emperor of the east; 



who {>eFmkte4 some of the Goths to settle in the prov- 
inces oC Thrace, and Jo have free access to any part of 
the country. Depredations by them were the conse- 
quence. Valens attempted to repel the invaders, |i)ut 
failed in the attempt. He had ^* opened his eyes too 
late." He was put to flight, and burned in a lonely 
house in which he had taken refuge, in the 50th year of 
his age, A. D. 378. Next, the Visigoths, who crossed 
the Danube A. D. 376, under Aleric, then* leader, 
"fought with great valor against the Romans until the 
year 380,*' when ihey were " allowed by the emperor 
Theodocious, to settle in Thrace on condition of serving 
the empire when required." " This peace was preserv- 
ed during the life of Theodocious, but under his weak 
successor, (in the east.) Arcadius, being refused prefer- 
ment, Aleric revoUed and committed great ravages."-^ 
Though checked in bis career, he was soon after made 
master of the countries he had oppressed, (even by the 
emperor,) and also was chosen king by his own tribe. 
" He then turned bis arms into Italy, and carried away 
vast plunder and many captives *-and though a second 
time checked by Stilicho, was, by the advice of that 
general, taken into the favor of the emperor, Honorus," 
(emperor of the east.) But, *' owing to bad faith on both 
sides, Aleric soon broke his engagen^ents, and at length, 
after a seeming truce, entered Rome in Augusi, 410, 
when a^great portion of the wealth of the metropolis be- 
came the property of the Gothic spoilers.** "From 
Rome, he proceeded to the extremity of Italy, (with a 
view to the invasion of Sicily,) where, he died, near 
Khegium, A. D. 410.*' The Huns commenced their rav- 
ages under Atttlbu They laid waste all the countries 
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from the Eoxine to the Adriatic. The emperor of the 
east, Theodocious 2d, successor of Arcadias, was worst- 
ed by them in three bloody battles, and Constantinople 
itself was indebted alone to the "strength of its walls, 
and to the ignorance of the enemy, in the art of besieg- 
ing, for its preservation." Theodocious was compelled 
to purchase a peace. They next turned their arms 
against the western empire. After a defbat in Gaul, 
they invaded Italy, and were bought off by Valentinian, 
with a vast sum, and a promise of annual tribute, cir. 
A. D. 452. The Heruli followed, under Odoacer; who 
destroyed the western empire and styled himself king of 
Italy, A. D. 35a 

Constant! ne was the first Christian emperor, and un- 
der him Christianity became the religion of the Roman 
State. But the church was soon divided on the subject 
of the Arian heresy. The contest being carried to a lu- 
dicrous excess, "Constantino assumed the office of 
moderator, and in the year A. D. 325, assembled three 
hundred bishops, at the celebrated council of Nice, in 
order to settle it" •* The doctrine of Arius was con- 
demned, and himself banished into the remotest province 
of Iltyricum." But afterwards, through the influence of 
Eusebius with the emperor, Arius was recalled, and in 
A. D. 330, in the council of Antioch, his sentiments tri- 
umphed ; and in the council of Tyre, A. D. 335, the pro- 
ceedings of Athanasius, the champion of orthodoxy, 
were censured. Constantius succeeded to the throne 
A. D. 337, and was a protector of the Arian faith. The 
Huns,' in his reign, were committing their ravages, and 
the Christians, considering them a scourge of God, for 
tlie punishment of the empire, refused to bear arms.— 
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The goyernroenty already retiinung from its original or- 
thodoxy, had '* indignation against the holy covenant" of 
their faith, and became their persecutors. And in the 
days of Julian, surnamed the Apostate, successor of 
Constantius, the empire so far ** returned" from the 
Christian faith, that it became a supporter of idolatry. — 
The heathen temples, which -had been shut in former 
reigns, Julian ordered to be opened, and those which 
had been demolished, to be rebuilt. Christianity was 
ridiculed, and Christ was called the Galilean. In the 
progress of this irreligion, Julian was "surrounded by 
Pagan philosophers^ who expected from this prince the 
complete re-establishment of the religion of their fath- 
ers; with which, in their blindness, they connected the 
renovation of the splendor and power of the Roman em- 
pire" \ 

3l6t verse. Military power was on the part of the 
government. 

The ships of Chittim, the Barbarous nations, polluted 
Rome with their Pagan rites. The Heruli and Rugii, 
when they subdued Italy, offered upon their altars sac- 
rifices of men, women and children, in that city, where 
Christianity had been nurtured for more than 125 years. 
These nations, also, took away that daily abomination, 
(not " sacrifice,") which they themselves had enacted.— 
They became Christian., The last of them (of the first 
ten,) was baptized into the Christian faith, A. D. 508. — 
(See ** Signs of the Times," Vol. iv. Na 13 ) They also 
gave their power unto the beast, (Rev. xviL 12 — 13,) to 
set op the abomination that has made desolate the 
Christian church, more or less, from that day to this — 
viz., Popeiy. See Disqs. i, pp. 15, 16^ and iu pp. 45, 46. 
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32d verse. Here commences the history of Papal 
Rome. The history of Pagan Romo, commenced v. 23, 
at the time of the firsl league made with the Jews cir. 
B. C. 160, and continues to the conversion of the first 
ten barbarous kings to Christianiiy, (v. 31,) A, D. 508. 

The covenant, is the gospel. (See Heb. viii. 6 — ^7.) 
Such as did not receive this covenant, in their hearts, 
though they might assent to it, in their minds, were ea- 
sily corrupted by the flattering pretences and splendid 
pageantry of the Catholic church. 

Those who were truly pious among the people were 
not corrupted by Catholic flatteries, but were strong in 
faith, and ready to be martyrs for the truth. 

33d verse. The church had become corrupt, and in- 
struction was not with her; but the people had both 
light and wisdom, and many refused not to let that light 
shine, that others might take knowledge. This very 
boldness for the truth, which all should imitate, cauaed 
its advocates to experience, from the Papal power, both 
sword, flame, captivity and spoil. 

34th verse* The true church, though usually perse- 
cuted, occasionally enjoyed a little respite, and in such 
times, many favored her, who were not '* rooted and 
grounded" in the truth. 

35th verse. On the return of peraeeations,* which 
came to try, purge^ «nd purify the chureh, some who 
had been its supporters, were terrified, offended, and fell 
away. The fortune of the Christian church, from the 
time of the establishment of Popery, A. D. 538, was al- 
ternate between continued and bloody persecutions, and 
slight and temporary fkvor, until " the time of the end" 
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of Pftpal supremacy, A. D. 1798, the time appointed in 
Daniel vii. S5. 

36lk verse. The preceding verse concluded the his- 
tory of Papal Rome. This brings to view, the power by 
whom the Papal dominion was taken away — viz., the 
Freoch. 

The French revolution commenced in A. D. 1789, 
which was styled the first year of liberty. Then that 
power began to *' do according to his will.^ In A. D. 
1792, he exalted himself above all law, seized the king, 
carried him prisoner to the temple, and declared his title 
to the crown forfeited. The names and titles of nobility 
were swept away at a stroke. All distinctions in civil 
society were abolished, and a decree obtained, that to 
the date of rational liberty that of equality should there- 
after be added. 

He magnified himself above every God, for he disre- 
garded and d bearded all. 

He spake ^'marvellous things against the Gdd of 
gods." Aug. 26, 1792, he established Atheism by law, 
and ordered the clergy to leave the kingdom within a 
fortnight 

37th verse. He not only disregarded the Pagan gods 
and the true God, but also sanctioned tlie most gross and 
unbounded licentiousness, by a law of June 6, 1794. 

38th verse. The words, " But m. his estate," to my 
mind, seem to indicate a change of subject ; and to in- 
:troduoe the military government of France, notice of 
Atheistical France, whi&h prepared the way for revolu- 
tionary France, having been. given in verses 36 and 37. 
Frantic Atheism had denied every God iwd estftbii6J»e4 
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demoniac equality. But the fury which had produced 
these results, not long afler, recoiled upon its authors. 
The disposition to worship was inherent in the nature of 
man ; and the people demanded an opportunity for its 
exercise. Heathenism was first offered them, but when 
Bonaparte came to authority, he restored an image of 
that Papal-Christian womhip, the perfection of which he 
bad destroyed. This religion, acknowledging the true 
God with many abominations and absurdities, the peo- 
ple received ; but gave their chief affection to their 
" Mahuzzim" — fortresses, (see verses 7, 10, and 19,) or, 
as the idea probably is, ' protectors.' 

This seems to be a correct view of the 38th verse, if 
we allow Mede's translation, which Mr. Scott says, 
appears to be ** far more literal than our version.'' His 
translation is, ^'For with God, in his seat, shall he honor • 
Mahuzzim, even together with that God whom his an- 
cestors knew not, shall he honor (them) with gold, with 
silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things." 

39th verse. This verse is translated, says Mr. Scott, 
*' perhaps as literally as tlie construction will admit of," 
in the foHowing manner, — ^And he shall make for 
his strongholds Mahuzzim, along with the foreign God, 
whom he acknowledges ; he shall multiply honor, and 
he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide 
the earth for a reward." 

The French generals, and Bonaparte in himself and 
family, were, with the French, the "fortress" of their 
liberties. Upon them, they|multiplied bonora, and titles, 
and permitted them to rule over many, and to divide the 
earth for a reward. 



APPENDIX. 156 

40th verse. The time of the end, is from the fall of 
the Papal power, A. i). 1798, to the end itself.* 

The powers, at the time of the end, south of France, 
which 'pushed at the French government,' were, Spain, 
Sardinia, and Italy. These were in alliance. Spain 
was obliged to recede, and finally joined the French. — 
The king of Sardinia fled his territories on the conti- 
nent, and betook himself to the island, as also, the king 
of Naples fled to the island of Sicily. 

The powers north of France, were England and Rus- 
sia. These were united in an alliance with Austria.—- 
The English, under command of Lord Nelson, destroyed 
the French fleet in the bay of Aboukir, at the battle of 
the Nile. The English, Russian and Austrian armies, 
under Gen. Suwarrow, subdued Mantua and other cities. 
The French generals McDonald and Augreati, retired 
from the field. The war was general. Italy was re- 
claimed. In the northern campaign, England and Rus- 
sia descended upon Holland, and carried off the Dutch 
fleet, Sept 1, 1799, and at the same time, landed a strong 
force, under the Dtike of York, for the conquest of Hol- 
land. 

In this falling state of French affairs, Bonaparte re- 
turned. He remodeled the government, created the 
consulship, organized an army at Digan, crossed the 
Alps, and foaght the battle of Marengo. '^ This aetion," 
says the historian, ** was of itself a campaign. The ar- 
my of Aastria was destroyed, her power in Italy subdu- 
ed, and all Italy reeorered to France.'^ 

41st verse. During the operatioiui c^ the Allieii Bon- 
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See Note isi. 
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aparte was in Egypt and Syria. He received the com- 
mand of the southern division of the French forces in 
A. D. 1795. In Nov. 1797, he returned trinmphant ; and 
in April, 1798, was put in charge of a French fleet of 
seventeen ships, with which he proceeded to Egypt, and 
which Lord Nelson there destroyed. After receiving 
the subjection of Egypt, with 10,000 picked troops he 
departed to plant his eagles before Jerusalem. He ea- 
sily overthrew whomever he passed, until he approached 
St Jean d'Acre, whence he was repulsed, and in conse- 
quence, the ancient countries of Edom, Moab and Am- 
mon escaped his bands. 

42d verse. Bonaparte, being defeated at Acrejitras 
obliged to return to Egypt, where he took means to es- 
tablish his government Though he had lefV. Egypt, yet 
he returned, and it did not escape. 

43d verse. While here, he levied contributions upon 
the inhabitants of the country, and all her treasures were 
completely within his grasp. 

He first entered Egypt near Lybia on the north, and 
his last battle was fought in upper Egypt, towards Ethi- 
opia, on the south. These he did not conquer, but they 
are on the confines of the kingdoms which he did.-^ 
They were "a< hia ateps.^ 

'44th verse. Late in the year 1799, having beard of 
the dimstroun state of French affairs at home, he aban- 
doned his army ia Egypt, and with a akigie vessel and 
some of his most intimate friends, retained to Francs. 
The second coalition which was now formed against 
him, and which embraced most of the kings north and 
east of France, was calculated to give him much dis- 
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tttrbance. He saw the necessity of energetic metistires. 
He therefore dissolved the National Council at the point 
of the Bword and substituted a consular government; 
procuring himself to be one of the consnls, and first of 
the three. This office was conferred upon him Dec. ]3, 
1799^ for a period of ten years. He was then prepared 
for his sanguinary work, and proceeded "to^^rake away 
many,** 

45th verse. Tabernacles are moveable abodes, and 
tabernacles of one^s palace, would be temporary abodes 
of royalty, such as Bonaparte enjoyed. 

Prior to A. D. 1803, the consul, who had been elected 
for ten years, was elected for another ten when the first 
should expire ; and then had been elected for life, by a 
subscriptive vote of more than 3,000,000 of citizens. — 
The imperial government was established in France, 
May 5, 1804, and Bonaparte received the crown at the 
hand of the Pope, the 11th of August following. On 
the 1st of May, 1805, he was crowned king of Italy : and 
** between the seas," with which Europe is surrounded, 
there was not a kingdom, with the exception of Turkey, 
where he was not, for a season, at oae time or another, 
master of a palace, even to Russia itself. He planted 
the tabernacles of his palace between the seas with 
which Europe is surrounded, and which include a coun- 
try that, probably, has received more martyrs' blood, 
shed for the cause of God, than sU other coentries put 
together. 

^ Yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help 

. bim" ! . How soon the scene is .closed ! A breath, and 

the tale is told ! "He shall come to his end, and none 

shall help him" ! Accustomed to unbroken victory for 
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more than fifteen yean, be wm completely ruined, at 
the battle of Waterloo. In that hour of distress, where 
was his former greatness ? Where those princes who 
sought his alliance ? Where those millions of French- 
men who, but a year before, were ready to worship bim 
as a god ? and those veteran soldiers, who had offered 
their bodies as ramparts for his defence, and as steppiog 
stones to mount him on to glory ? Ah, where those five 
brethren who were kings by his permission, and that 
mother who enjoyed his bounty ? Where the empress, 
Maria Louisa, and the young king of Italy ? None to 
help him 1 Of all these not one to rescue ! O how are 
the mighty fallen ! ! There were none to help him. Hi« 
work was done, and, a lonely exile, he was borne away, 
to pass the remainder of his days on the drear and 
rocky St Helena. He died May 5, 1821. Truly, "the 
Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 
to whomsoever be will" ! 

Chapter xii. 1st verse. " And at that time," — i. e. at 
the time of the end. 

The time of trouble is now near at hand, and when it 
shall have come, then " shall be delivered every one that 
shall be found written in the book :'* the day of grace 
has ended, and the judgment of the great day begun ! 

2d verse. And thun also shall many of them who 
sleep in the dust of the earth "awake"; even all those 
who are Christ^s, at his coining ; and afler, such as shall 
arise " to shame and everlasting contempt." O thought- 
less, and irreligious roan ! prepare to meet thy God ! 

3d verse. The wise shall shine in that day as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they that turn many to 
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righteousness as the stars, for ever and ever ; but where, 
O where, shall the ungodly appear ? 

4th verse. *' But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words 
and seal the book." How long? Forever! responds 
the scoffer, and olso that evil servant, who says in his 
heart, ' My Lord delayeth his coming.' But not so, saith 
the Lord. O my friend, who art accustomed to hide 
thyself in darkness, and vainly hope the truth can have 
no power— hear, hear thou the word of the Lord : ** O 
Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book to the time 
of the encU' 

If that time has come, the words are opened, and the 
book unsealed, — if not, the words are shut, 'the book 
sealed, and none can understand it. 

What are the signs which were to accompany its 
opening? ** Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall be increased." Have these signs appeared ? Have 
missionaries run to and fro, with the glad news of sal- 
vation ? Has civil transport become rapid, and univer- 
sal? Has the light of science augmented her bright- 
ness ? Has this book of Daniel been turned over and 
searched through, and knowledge therein been increas- 
ed ? Is this so ? or are we in the dark night of our less 
favored, but more righteous fathers ? Judge ye. 



N. B. For a more particular examination of these 
verses, (the 1st, 2d, 3d and 4th,) and for an examination 
of the entire chapter, see Disquisition V. 
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ADDENDA. 



Have men a right to studij Prophecy ? 

To this question, in its general sense, any, who call 
themselves Christian, can give but one answer — Yes. 
But perhaps many, who would answer thus, Would be 
much disposed to limitation in dome particalar. 

Prophecies which have received their fulfilment, 
thereby present the most incontestible evidence that 
they were of " the scripture of truth" ; and they are 
prontable to be studied, oecause they present one of the 
fitronsrest evidences of the truth of revealed religions 
but, from the earliest ages there have been prophecies 
which concerned the future, and within the limits of «/Z 
extensive prophecies, there must be, ever atler their ful- 
filment is commenced until it is accomplished, parts ful- 
filled, and parts unfulfilled; and hence, through such 
prophecies may be drawn one grand, dividing, thou«fh 
ever-varying line; showing on the one side, the parts 
whose fulfilments have passed, and on the other, those 
parts whose fulfilments are to come. It is thought by 
"some, that we have a perfect right to all on the one side 
of such a line, but that wo is to that man who dares to 
seek to understand what they call God's secrets on the 
other. 

Our Saviour, at a certain time, reasoning with his en- 
emies, said: ^*Had ye believed Moses, ye would have 
believed me : for he wrote of me.'* This form in which 
Christ expressed himself, argues, that before the proph- 
ecies relating to himself had been fulfilled, it was their 
duty to have consulted them. On the same occasion he 
said: "Search the scriptures; for in thero ye think ye 
have eternal life : and they are they that testify of me." 
Was this command applicahle only to those who heard ? 
or is it also applicable to us ?^ Certainly . to us. Is ,ou(r 



163 ADDE2f0A. 

interest in Christ ]ess than theirs may have been ? Oat 
of Christ, they were ruined : out of Christ, so are we. — 
Was it their duty to search the prophecies before they 
were fulfilled ? ^hefi ^hy DqHouts ? Is our interest in 
Christ only such as concerns the past ? Have we no 
interest in Christ in the fbtore ? If not, then are we 
** of all raea most miserable*' ! 

Sl Paul says to Timothy (3, iii. 16 and IJ.) that all 
'scripture is proJUable^ His words are, " All scripture is 
;given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right- 
eousoes;^" Now, not to enter into the general inqui- 
ries, when all scripture is profitable, and whether at all 
times all scripture is profitable, let us simply ask,<o whom 
is all scripture profitable? "All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable, * * * thai the man 
of God may he perfect^ thoroughiyi furnished unto all 
GOOD WdRKS." " Good works,'* pertain to mortals ; 
and our world would present a more doleful scene by 
far, than now, were there no men of God upon it 

As it is indisputable that there are scriptures which 
concern the consummation of all temporal afiairs, so also 
is it indisputable, that there are scriptures which point 
""out the time of that consummation. To whom, then, is 
this portion of scripture designed to be profitable ? To 
men in probation, surely, for no man can be so unrea- 
sonable as to suppose, that to glorified spirits in the 
eternal world such scripture will be profitable for doC" 
trine, for reproofs for correction, for instruction in rifiht- 
^ousmss t Scriptures which relate to the times in which 
certain events shall occur, may not be particularly pro- 
fitable for reprooff correction^ &c., but they surely are 
for doctrine. 

• But suppose you study the prophecies which concern 
the consqmmation, and aissign their time : suppose tht^t 
time arrives, passes, and the consummation does not oc- 
rCur, will you not renounce the bibleP This I mighi 
do ; I mMi do it now : but it would be folly in me nowr; 
it would pe no less foolish in mp then, {shall I rejeqt 
tke bible now, when I see the prophecies of former times 
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to fikve b«^xi fUlfiUed ? S&dnlid I t^tLit^ tBdif, wlien. 
the same evidence of its truth wouM remain ? WouU 
it be more likely that the bible was untrue, than that I 
had erred in applying^ the prophecies unfulfilled? I am 
in no way reduced to tlie necessity of rejecting the bi* 
ble, ot the prophetSy though things do not occur as I cx^ 
pect : not at all, except I previously assume to myself 
oy the teachings of the Spirit, or by self-arrogancei^ th» 
character of infallibility, and ftlso adopt that folasphe^ 
mous sentiment, which fills me with horror while I think ' 
it, and which is expressed in the foUowir^gr sentence: 
" I hold God to his word" ! ! ! Well would it be for tfte 
spirit of rashness, to reflect, that he who has power to 
enact, has also power to anniil. Was it not said to Hez- 
ekiah, "Thou shalt die, and not live"? Yet were fif- 
teen years added to his life. Did not Jonah cry, " Yet 
forty days, and Ninevah shall be overthrown ?' and was-, 
not Jonah angry^ when the forty days had expired and 
it was not ? The Ninevites repentedk 

* But if you have evidence that the everlasting king- 
dom is so near at hand, will it not induce you to ne* 
gleet your bosinesfl ?' If my business is a baid one, it 
ought to : if not, why should it ? Because I believe that 
the righteous are about to enter into their re^rard, shall 
r therefore by negligence become* worse than an ihfi3> 
del ? Because I have occupied until the eleventh hour, 
and *in due time shall reap if I i^int not,' shall I there- 
fore henceforth bury my talent in a napkin ? (see Gal. 
vi. 9.) While there are wants to be supplied and suffer- 
ings to be relieved, and while the future is unprovided, 
for, that command, which enjoins fervency of spirit and. 
diligence in business, will not be made void* When, 
did the Lord ever approve idleness, or deny to healthful 
industry^ a competence I 

. *• In view of all these things, what shall a man do?'*«* 
If right, let him remain as he is : if wrong, let him be^ 
cTome right as sooh: as possible. \ would answer, more 
fttUy, in tbf^ language of Paul in hiar twelfth cfiapMirtb 
tie fiomantf^} and would ^nfbree the exhortation of our 
SteViour: ....... j 

« OCCUPY TILL I COME." 



IM' AUDximi. 

EXTRACTS FROM FERGUSON'S ASTRONOMY 

•*The ▼iilgar era ofChrist's birth was never settled till 
the year 527, when Dionysius EziguB, a Roman abbot, . 
fi-zpd it tt> the end of the 4713th year ofihe Julian period, 
which was four yenrs too late. For our iiiavioiir was born 
brfore the death of Herod, who sought to kill him as soon 
a» he heard of his birth ; and, according to the testimony 
o€ Josephun, (B. xvii. cli. 6,) there was an eclipse of the 
moon in the time of Herod's last illness; which eclipse 
appears, by our astronomical tables, to have been in the 
year of ihe Julian period 4710, March I3lh, at three hours 
past Riidoight, at Jerusalem. Mow, as our Saviour must 
h,ave been born sonic months before Herod's death, since 
in the interval he was carried into I'gypt, the latest lime 
in whith we can fix the true era of his birth, is about the 
end oftlie 4709th year of the Julian period." 

** bur Saturday is the Jewish Sabbath ; and it is plain, 
from St. Mark, ch. xv. ver. 42, and St. Luke, ch. xziii. 
ver. 64, that Christ was> crucified on Friday, seeing the 
crucifixion was on the day next before the Jewish Sab- 
bath." (See St. John, ch. xviii. ver. 28.) 

**The Jews reckoned their niontlu* by the moOn, and 
tbelr years by the apparent revolution of the sun ; and 
they ate the passover on the 14th day of themontii Nisan, 
which was the first month of the year, reckoning from the 
first appearance of the new moon, which at that time of 
the year might be on the evening of the day nt^xt after the 
change, if the t»ky was clear, ^o that their 14lh day of 
the month answers to our 15th day of the moon, on which 
sfie is full. Confsequently, the pai^sovcr was always kept 
on the day of full moon. And the full moon at which it 
was kept, was that one which happened next af\er the 
vernal equinox. For Josephus expressly says, (Antiq. 1). 
iii. ch. 10,) the passover was kept on the IJtIi day of the 
month of Nisan, according to the moon, when the sun 
was in Aries. And the sun always enters Aries at the 
instant of the vernal equinox ; which, in our Saviour's 
tHOe, fell on the 22d day of March." 
< «^ The dispute amon<( chronologers about the year of 
Christ's deatfi is limited to four or five years at most.— ^ 
But HS we have shown that he wascrucined on the day of 
a paschal full moon, and on a Friday, all that we:have tp. 



do, in order to ofcertain the year of his death, ia only to 
compute in which ofthude years there was a passover full 
moon on a Friday. For the full moons anticipate eleven 
days every year, (12 lunar months being so much short of 
a sular year,) and therefore once in every three years, at 
least, the Jews were obliged t6 set their passover a month 
farther forward than it fell by the course of the moon, on 
the year neit before, in order to keep it at the full moon 
nfiXi after the equinox. Therefore there could notbe two 
pUSAuvera on the same day of the week, within the com* 
p^na of a few neighboring years. And I find by calouia* 
tiiMi, the only passover full moon that fell on^ Friday, for 
several years before or after the disputed year of the cru- 
crfixion, was on the 3d day of April, in the 4746th year of 
the Julian period,** which *'year was the 33d year of our 
&avinur*H age, reckoning from the vulgar era of his birth , 
but the 37lh, reckoning from the true era thereof.'* 

*^ The 4746th year of the Julian period, which we bare 
astronomically proved to be the year of the Qrueifixion»' 
was the 4th of the 20^d Olympiad; in which yeary Phle- 
gon, a heathen writer, telUus there was a most extraor- 
dinary eclipse of the sun that ever was seen. But I find 
by calculation, that there could be no total eclipse of the 
sun at Jerusalem, in a natural way, in that year. 9o that 
what Plii«gon here calli< an eclipse of the sun, seems to 
have been the great darkness for three hours at the time 
of our Saviour's crucifixion, * * a darkness altogether su- 
pernatural, as the moon was then in the aide of the hea- 
vens opposite to the stin ; and therefore could not possibly 
darken the aun to an^ part of the earth." 
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tVbrt I. The kingdom 5f Babyldn ceased oh the n1|htf)iiit 
BMthitez«ff WM tltin in ttie gate of his palace, cir. iGTQ.yeart 
fraWitMe dny9^ it* fomder. After the ftll of tlie f^Aiann-, 
AietaiNkir deaigMed w ineke Bftbyloatht aapitat of his^min* 
ioQt) hut it proved bio dying ptooo. Solevoiw, who ac<pri:red 
tbo- governsi^iit of the eaotorn pKHPiaceo after the death of tho 
cooi^ueror, with a design of oppnsition, biri]t a city about 4^ 
miles south, and called it Seieucia. This city is said to haye 
been ** the first and principal cause of the destruction of Baby- 
lon/' . She Bank to entire oesolsltioii ; and > from the dedamtioa 
of ih# prophet, (Isa. xiii^ dO,)-«" It shall never be inhalnted, 
Betlber sli«lt it be dweH* in ftcm generation to geMei«ito»» 
noythefl fheifthe Arabian ptteh bi« tent there, nieithei shall tlm 
thapberdamake their fold Ihere^'' 3cc,, we aire forbidden ever to 
eiifpect a :goverivB}ent there to be organized. Uot faistocy . in- 
fofois us that the Turks, after the wars of the Saracens and Cru- 
sadeSy " estctbtished fovsr ijidvptnA^fd kingdoms," in western 
Aiia. whose capitals ^ere TeCmium, BagdcUf Aleppo, and Jetusor 
Mhf" or, otherwise, DamaicuB, These are on the head waten' 
atfd borders of fke Eophrstes; tod the second, Bagdat, is the 
msdem nans of Seieueift, bailt by Soleocns aswe nsTO before 
uotioeld. Tbese'four ealtanies subsisted for many yeai^, thongb 
declining, and their remains were inctvded ik| the goveromest 
of t!)thmaA, who united the Turkish clans and established their 
monarchy about the close of the I3th century. (A. ti. 1350. 
Ji. P.Tof.ii.p.211.) 

The Persians stand forth distinct, and it is remarked of them, 
tiiat they ** alone of the ancient empires in the west of Asia, 
hare preserved and perpetuated their existence as an indepen- 
dent nation." (W.C. 139.) 

Greece we have seen arise from oppression in our own day. 

Rome has never passed away. 

(See also <' Signs of the Times/' Vol. v. No. 10, p. 80.) (p. SO) 

NoTB II. Birdt or fowl, in prophetic imagery, indicate eon- 
fiMroTf. Seelsa.xlvi.il. 

Afofi'f heart, indicates pride, hauteur^ vanity. See Danl. iv. 
10, IS—U, 16, 22, 24—25, and vii. 4, and compare this last with 
Danl. iv. SO-Sl. (p. 54.) 
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Note III. " Time of ttUB fti^/'Memfl to be a phrase in Dan* 
iel to designate the period extending from the close of the 
" time an«1 times and dividingof-time," unto the consummation* 
(See vii. 25-^^26.] That it does not indicate the end itself, is 
evident enough from the 40th and following verses of the elev- 
enth chapter ; where, within that time things are represented 
as occurring, which, not to say that they have already occurred, 
or to trouble ourselves at all with the question whether they 
have occurred or not, mutt have their fulfilment in Mis wond 
whUe in a temp&fat ttate. ( See Disq. iv. p. di ; Disq . V. pp. ISfi, 
and 147 j Appendix zi. 35th verse, and chap. zii. 4th v^rie.) 

Nors IV. • Thei-HsA^ SpiriC^ Inving follmrad th» •suocestioii 
of the Persian kings from Cyrus unto Xerxes, who was this piiAo 
eipal author of the long warn aad iavettrate 'batted htet^meeathe 
Greeks and Persians, and who, also, was the last of the Persian 
kings to invade Greece, passes over the nine kings foHowing, 
and also from the Persian kingdom, to AJezander, the 'first Gre- 
cian king, who, in retaliation of the designs of Xerxef , invt^ed 
Persia. Bishop Newton here has this remark : **' Xerxes '« ez« 
pedition being the most memorable on one side, as Alexan- 
der's was on the other, the reigns of these tvro arci njot im 
properly connected." (Verse 3, p. 129«) 

NoTK V. In the continuation of this prophecy, bOt two of 
the ^ii> ^Tisions, into which Alexander's kingdom was broken, 
appear to be noticed : viz., Egypt, ** The king of the south," 
and Syr{a>''' one of his princes, i. e. one of Alexandet's princes, 
** The king of the north,'' This, probably, is on account ofthe 
•lionfieoldon- which these had with the Jews, they being located 
between the two, and their government often passing fh)m to 
one to the other ; and also, because at one time Lysimachus 
•having conquered Maoedon and annexed it to Thrace, and Se- 
leucus having conquered Lysimachus and annexed both Mac0- 
don and Thrace to Syria, tiiese were the only remainiiig divi- 
sions ofthe four. Macedon and Thrace, also, were conqucired 
by the Romans, before Syria and £gypt. (Vena &, p^ UO,) 



